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PREFACE 

THIS  little  work  confines  itself  almost  entirely  to 
the  tobacco  interests  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
chapter  on  planting  and  curing  being  added  to 
give  completeness.  Tobacco,  being  a  great  revenue 
producer,  possesses  an  interlocking  of  economic 
and  fiscal  interests  that  apply  to  but  few 
articles  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  this  work  the  aim 
has  been  to  make  the  subject  so  complete  and  reliable 
as  to  be  an  aid  to  all  members  of  the  trade,  to  statesmen, 
statisticians,  students,  and  the  public  generally.  All 
the  figures  given  are  taken  from  the  latest  Government 
blue  books,  viz.,  Customs  Annual  Statement  of  the 
Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Annual  Reports  ;  the  Census  of  Production  and  the 
monthly  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  My  long 
revenue  experience  has  enabled  me  to  write  on  the 
fiscal  side  with  a  fuller  knowledge  than  I  otherwise 
could  have  done,  whilst  my  acquaintance  with  various 
members  of  the  tobacco  trade  and  their  work  has 
enabled  me  to  make  a  better  survey  of  tobacco  interests 
than  could  be  done  were  any  of  these  advantages 
lacking. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  colleagues,  Messrs.  F.  B.  Mills 
and  A.  Richardson,  for  their  up-to-date  articles  on 
manufacture  ;  to  my  friends,  Mr.  James  Nevin,  Secretary 
of  Messrs.  R.  I.  Dexter  &  Sons,  for  his  special  cigar 
contribution,  and  Mr.  P.  Teofani  for  his  cigarette 
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chapter.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  those  manufac- 
turers, including  Mr.  D.  G.  Freeman,  for  their  help  in 
endeavouring  to  make  this  work  complete  and  of 
service. 

Lastly,  I  wish  to  express  my  obligations  to  my  chief, 
Mr.  J.  Fleming,  I.S.O.,  formerly  chairman  of  the  Tobacco 
Drawback  Committee. 

A.  E.  TANNER. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT, 
March,  1912. 
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CHAPTER  I 

HISTORICAL   SKETCH 
1560-1912 

No  definite  date  can  be  assigned  for  the  introduction 
of  tobacco  into  England.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
however,  that  it  was  during  the  Elizabethan  era  that 
it  made  its  first  entry  on  these  shores.  The  daring  sea 
dogs  of  this  period,  in  their  rapid  extension  of  English 
commerce  and  maritime  supremacy,  brought  home  not 
only  Spanish  galleons  laden  with  treasure,  but  curios 
of  all  kinds  from  the  New  World.  Among  them  came 
three  novelties  destined  to  take  up  a  permanent  abode 
in  the  home  life  of  the  Englishman — the  Potato,  Tobacco, 
and  the  Pipe.  The  Spaniards  had  been  smoking 
probably  fifty  years  before  Mr.  Ralph  Lane,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  and  the  sea  dogs  commenced  to  use  tobacco. 
Its  entry  into  England  probably  lies  between  1560-65, 
Mr.  Ralph  Lane,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  Sir  J. 
Hawkins  being  credited  with  having  introduced  it,  but 
whether  in  the  form  of  the  seed,  plant,  or  leaf — green 
or  cured — is  not  known.  In  1586,  Mr.  Ralph  Lane 
brought  home  the  "  clay,"  and  he  and  Raleigh  originated 
the  habit  of  "  perfuming,"  "  drinking,"  or  smoking 
tobacco  in  public.  The  fashion  soon  spread.  Within 
a  very  few  years  all  England  was  smoking,  and  as  the 
habit  increased  so  its  supposed  virtues  increased  also. 
It  was  credited  both  at  home  and  abroad  with  the  most 
marvellous  sanitary  powers,  and  regarded  as  a  panacea 
for  every  disease  under  the  sun.  In  this  sense  Spenser, 
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in  his  Fairy  Queen,  speaks  of  it  is  as  "  divine  tobacco." 
Shakespeare,  however,  omits  all  mention  of  the  "  weed." 
Physicians  raved  about  its  curative  powers,  and  "  Queens 
and  Cardinals,"  says  Fairholt,  "  bowed  to  their  dictum, 
who  seemed  to  look  upon  the  plant  as  a  divine  remedy 
for  most  diseases,  and  so  speedily  propounded  cures  for 
all  that  '  flesh  is  heir  to/  '  From  various  applications 
it  was  christened  Herba  Panacea  and  Herb  a  Santa. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  imposed  an  import  duty  of  2d. 
a  lb.  on  tobacco,  but  on  the  accession  of 

"  A  gentleman  called  King  James, 
In  quilted  doublet  and  great  trunk  breeches, 
Who  held  in  abhorrence  tobacco  and  witches," 

that  sapient  monarch  raised  it  to  6s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  on 
the  ground  of  the  physical  and  mental  injury  produced 
amongst  his  subjects.  He  alluded  to  the  "  gluttonous 
exercise  "  in  this  "  evil  vanitie  "  of  those  who  seek  to 
make  it  even  more  delightful  to  the  taste  by  adding 
other  mixtures  regardless  of  cost.  In  addition  to  this 
impost,  James  issued  a  "  Counterblaste "  against 
tobacco,  a  production  full  of  arrogance  and  invective, 
and  covertly  accusing  Raleigh — a  father  so  generally 
hated — of  having  introduced  it.  Its  cultivation  was 
forbidden,  as  it  was  feared  it  would  supplant  the 
growth  of  wheat,  and  so  "  misuse  and  misemploy  the 
soil,"  an  idea  believed  in  and  carried  out  by  his  son 
and  grandson.  Even  the  planters  of  Virginia  were  to 
be  restricted  to  a  yearly  production  of  100  Ibs.  By 
exactions  and  prohibitions  the  trade  was  monopolised, 
and  in  the  end  the  "  Scottish  Solomon  "  x  ruined  the 

1  "  This  term,"  says  Fairholt,  "  so  very  composedly  taken 
as  a  compliment  to  James  was  really  intended  for  the  reverse. 
It  was  applied  to  him  by  Henry  IV  of  France  in  allusion  to  his 
mother's  intimacy  with  David  Rizzio,  Solomon  being  the  '  Son 
of  David.'  " 
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London  Company  of  Virginian  traders.     His  subjects, 
however,  smoked  more  than  ever. 

The  belief  in  its  sanitary  powers  still  continued,  and 
it  became  ultimately  mixed  up  with  all  the  select 
remedies  and  quack  nostrums  of  the  age.  Gradually 
the  clergy  indulged  in  "a  quiet  pipe."  Charles  I 
continued  the  restrictions  on  the  import  and  sale  of 
tobacco,  and  entertained  a  strong  dislike  to  its  use. 
The  indulgence  of  the  pipe  was  a  profanity  to  the  Puri- 
tan. The  fumes  savoured  of  the  devil  and  hell.  Crom- 
well shared  in  the  belief  that  the  growth  of  tobacco  was 
to  "  misuse  and  misemploy  the  soil,"  and  sent  his 
troopers  to  trample  down  the  crops.  But  smoking 
went  on,  and  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
1650  found  it  necessary  to  reimpose  import  duties  on 
the  produce  of  New  England,  which  had  been  formerly 
admitted  free.  By  this  time  tobacco  had  passed  what 
may  be  termed  its  stage  of  persecution.  Its  devotees 
in  various  countries  had  been  subjected  to  all  kinds  of 
insults,  followed  by  imprisonment,  barbarous  cruelties, 
and  even  death.  But  "  count erblastes,"  excommunica- 
tions, edicts,  laws,  all  failed  in  their  object,  whilst  the 
more  brutal  resources  of  the  tyrant  with  his  scourge, 
knife,  and  gibbet  only  served  the  more  to  spread  the 
habit  and  its  indulgence  in  secret.  In  the  end  the 
peace-loving  herb  overcame  the  fury  and  hate  of  its 
persecutors,  who  began  to  realise  that  they  had  been 
fighting  their  best  friend.  By  the  time  of  Charles  II 
of  England,  tobacco  was  proving  a  valuable  ally  in 
assisting  to  fill  many  a  State  coffer.  It  was  being 
cultivated  all  over  Europe  and  Western  Asia,  but  Charles 
II  prohibited  its  growth  here  in  order  to  encourage 
commerce.  The  Act  states  that  "  it  is  found  by  expe- 
rience that  the  tobacco  planted  in  these  parts  is  not  so 
good  and  wholesome  for  the  takers  thereof."  England 
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mostly  smoked,  but  both  Ireland  and  Scotland  were 
snuffing,  the  latter  habit  probably  being  copied  from 
France,  where  the  infamous  Catherine  de  Medici  had 
first  set  the  fashion  of  sniffing  tobacco  in  the  form  of 
powder  as  a  preventive  of  headache.  The  Great  Plague 
increased  the  use  of  tobacco,  which  was  believed  to  be  a 
preventive  against  that  scourge.  James  II  imposed 
discriminating  duties  in  favour  of  Plantation  tobacco, 
and  granted  a  drawback  allowance.  Additional  con- 
cessions were  obtained  by  importers  during  the  reign  of 
William  III.  Smoking  had  now  become  general,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Anne  that  tobacco  reached 
its  palmiest  days.  The  snuff-box  then  became  the 
necessity  of  the  fashionable  world.  Everybody  smoked, 
chewed,  or  snuffed.  Tobacco  by  this  time  had  attained 
such  importance,  and  its  import  trade  had  reached  such 
dimensions,  that  it  was  recognised  as  a  kind  of  govern- 
ment milch  cow,  and  it  was  determined  to  encourage 
the  fiscal  flow.  Accordingly,  for  the  first  time,  a  broad 
and  liberal  measure  was  passed,  with  the  avowed  object 
of  encouraging  and  assisting  the  tobacco  trade.  In  the 
Act  there  appears  to  be  no  intention  of  applying  super- 
vision to  the  home  manufacture.  The  best  snuff  used 
at  this  time  came  principally  from  France  and  Spain, 
and  although  "  purified  "  and  doctored  with  various 
coloured  earths  and  scented  with  the  most  exquisite 
perfumes,  such  a  mixture  was  more  or  less  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  the  revenue  so  long  as  it  had  paid  the 
Customs  import  duty.  The  public  conscience  was 
occasionally  shocked  for  a  few  weeks  when  some  snuff 
devotees  were  poisoned  by  having  lead  salts  in  their 
snuff,  but  fashion  simply  took  an  extra  pinch  to  guard 
against  the  evil.  The  manufacturing  of  the  tobacco 
leaves  into  roll,  cut,  and  snuff,  at  home  had  commenced, 
and  the  temptation  was  too  great  to  resist  "  ekeing  the 
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hogshead  out."  Accordingly,  the  leaves  of  the  forest 
were  requisitioned  for  this  purpose.  In  a  short  time 
from  the  passing  of  the  12  Anne,  cap.  8,  the  adulteration 
of  the  "  arranoco  and  sweet  scented  tobaccos  "  had 
assumed  considerable  magnitude,  so  much  so  that  its 
influence  began  to  tell  upon  the  revenue.  The  fiscal 
flow  from  tobacco  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
consumed,  and,  on  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  a  regular 
trade  had  sprung  up  of  cutting,  curing,  manufacturing 
and  supplying  various  leaves  and  herbs  to  resemble  the 
genuine  article.  In  the  case  of  snuff,  the  sophisticator 
had  not  only  taken  a  leaf  from  the  Spanish  book  and 
added  his  own  ochre,  "  umbre,"  "  fustick,"  and  yellow 
ebony,  but  had  further  increased  the  titillating  effect 
by  appropriately  adding  "  touchwood."  The  loss  of 
revenue  which  these  practices  involved,  determined  the 
government  to  fight  the  evil,  and  in  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  I,  an  Act  was  passed  to  "  prevent  the 
mischiefs  by  manufacturing  leaves  or  other  things  to 
resemble  tobacco,  and  the  abuses  in  making  and  mixing 
of  snuff."  In  this  pure  tobacco  Act  of  George  I,  or 
rather  of  Walpole,  the  snuff  manufacturers  were  allowed 
to  use  water  tinged  with  Venetian  red,  such  artificial 
colouring  being  considered  a  necessity  at  this  time  and 
for  many  years  after.  No  control  or  supervision  of  the 
manufacture  was  laid  down,  but  proceedings  were  to 
be  taken  on  a  special  warrant  granted  by  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace.  Some  of  the  snuff  manufacturers 
attempted  to  construe  the  Act  as  applying  only  to 
tobacco,  but  a  further  promulgation  from  Walpole  made 
it  clear  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  government  to 
include  the  snuff  sophisticator.  On  the  collapse  of  the 
South  Sea  Bubble,  Walpole  became  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  following  year  saw  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Scottish  and  English  Boards  of  Customs,  and 
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further  concessions  granted  to  the  trade.  The  duty 
was  now  6Jd.  per  Ib.  More  provisions  regulating  the 
tobacco  trade  were  issued,  and  in  1733  the  great  finance 
minister  introduced  his  Excise  Bill,  with  the  object  of 
checking  smuggling  and  facilitating  the  tobacco  import 
trade.  The  measure  was  ultimately  withdrawn  on 
account  of  an  "  opposition  more  factious  and  unprin- 
cipled than  has  ever  disgraced  English  politics."  To 
vindicate  the  action  taken  by  Walpole,  a  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  the  following  year,  to  inquire 
into  the  "  Frauds  and  Abuses  in  the  Customs,"  in 
connection  with  the  tobacco  trade,  and  some  very  ugly 
disclosures  of  collusion,  bribery,  and  wholesale  fraud 
were  made.  The  loss  to  the  revenue  amounted  to 
about  one-third  of  the  duty.  Walpole  may  be  said  to 
be  the  great  tobacco  minister,  for  not  only  did  he 
endeavour  to  suppress  abuses,  but  he  encouraged, 
facilitated,  and  developed  the  tobacco  industry.  He 
laid  down  principles  which,  had  they  been  carried  out 
at  the  time,  would  have  "  made  London  a  free  port 
and  doubled  English  trade."  With  a  widespread  system 
of  smuggling  to  contend  against,  even  with  tobacco  at 
a  duty  of  6Jd.  per  Ib.,  the  question  of  the  fiscal  loss 
involved  through  the  addition  of  adulterants  to  tobacco 
sank  into  insignificance.  To  smuggle  tobacco  was  a  far 
easier  and  safer  plan  than  to  adulterate  it.  It  was  a 
long  time,  however,  after  the  experience  of  Walpole, 
before  ministers  could  be  induced  to  legislate  on  this 
inflammatory  subject.  Meanwhile,  abuses  grew  and 
flourished.  Emboldened  by  the  success  of  the  smuggler, 
the  adulterator  began  to  rob  the  revenue  by  obtaining 
drawback  on  all  kinds  of  rubbish  incorporated  with  the 
tobacco  exported.  The  increase  of  smuggling,  however, 
was  fast  ruining  the  legitimate  trade,  and  the  fiscal  loss 
involved  ultimately  induced  the  Pelham  Ministry  in 
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1751  to  pass  a  measure  for  the  "  more  effectual  securing 
the  tobacco  duties."  In  it  a  clause  was  inserted  aiming 
at  the  illicit  practices  at  home.  "  Anything  whatever," 
found  in  tobacco  on  being  exported  was  made  forfeitable, 
and  a  £50  fine  imposed  for  every  package  adulterated. 
This  clause  exercised  a  practical  check  on  the  exportation 
of  walnut  and  other  leaves  with  tobacco,  but  inasmuch 
as  there  was  no  supervision  of  any  kind  in  the  home 
manufacture,  the  practice  of  cutting,  curing,  and  blend- 
ing such  leaves  with  tobacco  was  left  entirely  to  the 
dishonesty  of  the  trader.  The  greater  evil  of  the 
tobacco  trade  remained  unchecked,  and  ministry  after 
ministry  did  its  utmost  to  cope  with  the  lawlessness  of 
the  smuggler.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  of  1783-4, 
appointed  by  William  Pitt  to  report  on  the  illicit  practices 
used  in  defrauding  the  revenue,  disclosed  a  gigantic 
system  of  smuggling  and  fraud.  A  period  of  complete 
demoralisation  had  set  in,  and  public  credit  stood  at 
its  lowest  ebb.  Everybody,  from  the  pedlar  to  the 
merchant,  seemed  possessed  with  the  common  desire  of 
defrauding  the  revenue.  Relanding  of  goods,  fraudulent 
drawbacks,  collusions  between  underpaid  officers  and 
illicit  traders,  bands  of  armed  ruffians  escorting  smuggled 
goods  inland  and  openly  defying  the  revenue  officers, 
every  coast  town  a  nest  of  robbers,  were  notorious  facts  ; 
whilst  inland,  distillers  and  such  other  traders  as  the 
makers  of  starch,  soap,  candles,  etc.,  were  vying  with 
each  other  in  their  efforts  at  illicit  gain.  The  quantity 
of  tobacco  smuggled  is  not  computed,  probably  the 
modesty  of  the  committee  stood  in  the  way  of  stating 
the  amount.  The  duty  was  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  its  value 
apart  from  duty  3d.  per  lb.  As  the  inducement  was  in 
the  proportion  of  five  to  one,  success  in  smuggling  two 
hogsheads  amply  compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  other 
three. 
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The  American  War  of  Independence  caused  a  dearth 
of  Virginian  tobacco,  and  manufacturers  bought  their 
leaf  where  they  could  get  it.  About  this  time  Scotland 
began  to  grow  it.  The  act  of  Charles  II  simply  pro- 
hibited its  culture  in  England  and  Ireland.  The 
imposition  of  a  duty,  however,  soon  extinguished  the 
Scot's  profits.  The  scarcity  of  leaf  tobacco,  coupled 
with  the  great  demand  for  the  article,  presented  too 
tempting  an  occasion  for  the  manufacturer  to  resist 
adding  other  smokable  leaves.  It  was  a  case  of  "  needs 
must  where  the  elderly  gentleman  drives."  The 
gathering,  cutting,  and  curing  of  leaves  from  the  English 
woods  and  gardens  became  a  system,  and  to  facilitate 
the  deception  the  shag  was  dyed  and  stained.  To  impart 
an  agreeable  odour  and  colour  to  the  snuff  used  at  this 
time,  various  woods  were  imported  from  South  America, 
and  ground  up  and  mixed  with  earth,  clay,  "  oaker, 
umber  and  fustick."  Even  the  finest  snuffs  were  impure. 
As  Act  after  Act  failed  to  secure  the  revenue,  William 
Pitt  determined  on  more  drastic  measures.  In  the  case 
of  tobacco,  the  committee  of  1783  recommended  Wai- 
pole's  discarded  scheme.  Pitt  adopted  it.  The  ware- 
house system,  despised  by  the  opponents  of  Walpole, 
was  instituted,  and,  in  addition,  the  manufacturing 
operations  and  stock  of  every  tobacco  dealer  were  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Excise.  Even  the  retailer  came 
under  the  official  eye,  and  it  was  not  until  the  tobacco 
was  placed  in  the  consumer's  pouch  that  the  Excise 
officers  ceased  to  trouble  about  it.  Pitt  crushed  the 
armed  vessels  and  bands  of  smugglers  by  force.  All 
tobacco  found  in  transit,  unaccompanied  by  permit, 
was  forfeited.  Within  a  year  considerably  over  a 
million  extra  pounds  of  tobacco  paid  duty.  In  two 
years  not  only  was  the  public  credit  restored,  but  there 
was  a  surplus  of  a  million  sterling  in  the  treasury.  If 
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Pitt's  hand  was  heavy  on  the  smuggler  it  was  meant 
to  be  equally  so  on  the  adulterator.  The  minister 
insisted  on  the  supply  of  real  tobacco  and  nothing  else, 
and  from  that  day  to  this  the  Excise  officer  may  be  said 
to  have  championed  the  cause  of  the  purity  of  the  poor 
man's  shag  and  roll.  Another  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  appointed  in  1816  to  inquire 
into  the  policy  of  permitting  the  home  culture  of  tobacco. 
It  recommended,  on  fiscal  grounds,  the  continuance  of 
the  laws  prohibiting  its  growth  here.  In  1821  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  emphasise  that  part  of  Pitt's  Act 
dealing  with  adulteration.  The  law  permitted  the  prac- 
tice of  tinging  the  tobacco  and  snuff  with  colouring  and 
flavouring  matter,  and  some  manufacturers  had 
"  tinged  "  in  a  very  liberal  manner  indeed.  Henceforth 
the  quantity  of  these  added  bodies  was  limited.  The 
year  1830  saw  another  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  growth  question,  with  Sir  Henry 
Parnell,  Bart.,  as  chairman.  By  this  time  it  began  to 
be  realised  that  although  Pitt's  Act  had  suppressed  the 
more  glaring  abuses,  the  Excise  system  of  survey,  etc., 
had  not  achieved  its  purpose  of  suppressing  the  evils  of 
adulteration  and  smuggling.  Water,  slightly  coloured, 
had  been  allowed  to  be  added  to  tobacco  and  snuff. 
Under  cover  of  this  permission,  some  manufacturers 
were  adding  molasses,  treacle,  and  sugar.  The  occasion 
was  convenient  for  convincing  the  trade  that  the  Board 
of  Excise  was  determined  to  enforce  the  law,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1835  a  General  Order  was  issued  which  inter- 
dicted the  use  of  these  unlawful  ingredients.  In  conse- 
quence, discontent  at  the  continuance  of  the  existing 
regulations  began  to  gather  force,  and  clamours  for  their 
abolition  were  heard  from  all  sides.  The  trade  felt 
strongly,  after  the  Parnell  report,  that  the  vexatious 
and  restrictive  laws  had  oppressed  them  long  enough. 
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The  grievances  of  the  trade  were  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment, but  the  ministry  under  Lord  Melbourne  hesitated 
to  interfere  with  tobacco,  as  it  was  an  increasing  source 
of  revenue.  The  cost  of  the  expedition  to  Afghanistan, 
and  the  war  with  China  in  1839,  forced  the  Government 
in  the  following  year  to  impose  an  extra  5  per  cent,  on 
all  licence  duties,  and  all  hopes  of  a  reduction  of  the 
tobacco  duty  died  away.  Determined  to  get  something, 
the  attention  of  the  trade  was  directed  to  the  abolition 
of  the  Adulteration  Clauses  of  the  Excise  laws,  and 
strong  complaints  arose  of  underselling  due  to  the 
introduction  of  illegal  ingredients.  The  honest  trader 
was  alleged  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  adulterator,  and 
petitions  flowed  in  to  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
manufacturers  at  last  induced  Mr.  Baring,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  to  stir  in  the  matter. 

In  the  summer  of  1840,  the  Excise  survey  on  tobacco 
was  discontinued  by  the  3  and  4  Vic.,  cap  18,  known 
as  The  Mixing  Act.  It  permitted  anything  to  be  added 
to  tobacco  except  the  leaves  of  trees,  plants,  and  herbs. 
The  enactment  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  adulte- 
rator's triumph.  The  manufacturers,  left  to  themselves, 
began  to  use  various  ingredients,  but  principally  sac- 
charine matter.  Prices  were  reduced,  and  as  competi- 
tion set  in,  more  sweetening  was  added,  until  in  some 
cases  the  shag  and  roll  sold  were  more  in  the  nature  of 
confectionery  than  tobacco.  The  proportion  of  sugar, 
honey,  molasses,  treacle,  liquorice,  salt,  nitre,  etc.,  used, 
ranged  from  50  to  60  per  cent.  Even  the  dealers  could 
not  refrain  from  improving  on  the  manufacturers' 
finished  product. 

Truly,  the  Mixing  Act  may  be  said  to  have  educated 
the  tobacco  trade  in  adulteration.  No  complaints  were 
heard  at  this  period,  the  manufacturers  and  dealers 
being  satisfied  with  the  new  order  of  things.  In  the 
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autumn  of  1841,  Sir  Robert  Peel  came  into  office,  and 
Mr.  Goulburn,  the  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
began  to  view  with  alarm  the  falling  receipts  from 
tobacco.  The  falling  off  might,  however,  have  been 
due  to  the  depressed  condition  at  that  time  of  the 
working  classes,  but  further  consideration  increased  the 
Chancellor's  distrust.  He  was  paying  the  adulterator 
a  drawback  of  3s.  a  Ib.  on  his  confectionary  tobacco. 
This  robbery  of  the  revenue  at  both  ends,  decided  the 
Chancellor  to  stop  the  "  evil  practice."  The  average 
import  in  the  two  adulterating  years  was  1,442,140  Ibs. 
less  than  the  average  of  the  two  preceding  years,  or  a 
deficiency  equal  to  6  per  cent.  On  the  10th  of  August, 
1842,  The  Pure  Tobacco  Act  (5  and  6  Viet.,  cap.  93)  was 
passed,  strongly  opposed  by  members  of  the  tobacco 
trade.  This  law  is  now  in  force.  It  restricted  the 
manufacturer  to  the  use  of  tobacco  and  water  only. 
In  the  manufacture  of  snuff  it  permitted  the  use  of 
alkaline  salts,  with  lime  water  in  addition  to  Welsh  and 
Irish  snuffs.  It  further  allowed  the  scenting  of  snuff, 
and  the  use  of  oil  in  making  up  roll  tobacco.  Any 
tobacco  and  snuff  "  which  on  examination  shall  be 
found  to  contain  any  other  material,  liquid,  substance, 
matter,  or  thing,  shall  be  forfeited,"  and  £200  besides. 
Likewise  any  sugar,  honey,  leaves,  etc.,  found  on 
entered  premises,  and  any  imitations  of  tobacco  or 
snuff  were  forfeitable.  Officers  were  empowered  to 
sample  "  at  any  time  they  shall  see  fit."  The  Act 
brought  a  sweeping  reform,  and  the  manufacturers 
strongly  complained  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
of  its  revolutionary  clauses.  They  alleged  that  from 
time  immemorial  many  articles  were  allowed  to  be  used 
to  give  colour  and  flavour  to  tobacco  and  snuff,  without 
the  least  imputation  of  their  having  been  used  as 
adulterants.  Moreover,  "  adulterated  goods  cannot  be 
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detected."  "  Our  hope/'  said  a  manufacturer,  "  in  the 
efficiency  of  the  present  law,  is  dependent  upon  the 
power  of  analysis  to  detect  adulteration.  Without  that, 
we  feel  that  the  present  law  is  as  inefficient  as  any 
preceding  one." 

The  passing  of  The  Pure  Tobacco  Act  brought  the 
Commissioners  of  Excise  face  to  face  with  the  need  for 
scientific  aid.  The  necessity  of  the  hour  brought  the 
man.  To  the  great  honour  of  the  department,  George 
Phillips,  an  Excise  officer,  came  forth  with  his  microscope 
and  crucible,  and  commenced  to  trace  out  the  adulte- 
rator. In  this  way  the  Inland  Revenue  Laboratory, 
now  called  the  Government  Laboratory,  was  originated. 
Most  members  of  the  tobacco  trade  were  strongly  of 
opinion  that  adulteration  up  to  5  per  cent,  could  not 
be  detected  by  analysis,  and  they  laughed  at  the  idea 
of  the  Excise  chemist  detecting  sugar  in  tobacco.  The 
laughter  of  some,  however,  quickly  died  away.  Visits 
of  inspection  were  made  to  the  manufactories  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom.  Before  the  year  expired,  consider- 
able seizures  took  place,  convictions  were  obtained,  and 
30,000  Ibs.  of  adulterated  tobacco  were  seized  in  the 
counties  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  alone.  A  glance 
at  the  ingredients  used  at  this  period  reveals  sugar, 
ranging  from  1  to  25  per  cent.,  rhubarb,  hop,  and  oak 
leaves,  but  no  cabbage.  Earths  and  mineral  matter  of 
various  kinds  were  used,  and  in  one  factory  no  less  than 
a  ton  of  sand  was  seized.  Many  retailers  were  convicted 
for  selling  the  sophisticated  article,  a  result  which 
greatly  pleased  the  law-abiding  portion  of  the  trade. 
Unfortunately,  the  vigilance  and  distribution  of  the 
Coastguard  at  this  time  were  not  altogether  effective, 
and  although  large  seizures  were  made,  considerable 
quantities  of  smuggled  leaf  tobacco  found  their  way  into 
manufacturers'  stocks.  Prices  gradually  fell,  and  loud 


14  TOBACCO 

and  general  complaints  were  made  by  the  trade  of  the 
prevalence  of  smuggling  and  adulteration.  It  was 
repeatedly  alleged  that  nothing  but  a  considerable 
reduction  of  the  duty  would  remedy  matters.  Once 
more  agitation  became  rife,  and  petitions  flowed  in  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  Finally,  on  the  1 1th  of  March, 
1844,  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  present  state  of  the  tobacco  trade,  with  a  view 
to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  and,  without 
impairing  the  revenue,  to  promote  the  general  interests 
of  the  trade.  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  was  appointed  chair- 
man. The  Committee  sat  for  over  five  months,  and 
received  evidence  from  all  classes  directly  and  indirectly 
connected  with  the  tobacco  trade.  Even  smugglers  were 
examined.  Heads  of  the  Excise,  Customs,  and  Coast- 
guard Departments  attended  and  gave  evidence,  and 
the  aid  of  scientists  of  known  reputation  was  also 
requisitioned.  In  the  end,  seeing  the  impracticability 
of  advising  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  subject 
referred  to  them,  the  Committee  dissolved.  This  lame 
and  inconclusive  result  was  a  bitter  disappointment  to 
the  members  of  the  tobacco  trade,  who  were  led  to 
believe  that  something  practical  would  result  from  the 
labours  of  the  Committee. 

From  time  to  time  leading  manufacturers  pressed 
forward  their  claims  before  M.P.'s  at  every  conceivable 
opportunity  ;  but  by  1848  even  the  heads  of  the  Finan- 
cial Reform  Movement  (Mr.  Cobden,  etc.)  gave  up  all 
idea  of  interfering  with  this  large  and  important  source 
of  revenue.  The  distrust  in  the  ability  of  the  Board 
of  Excise  to  protect  the  trade  from  sophistication 
continued,  and  led  to  the  formation  of  a  society  in  1851, 
by  the  tobacco  manufacturers  of  Glasgow,  having  for 
its  object  the  detection  and  exposure  of  attempts  to 
adulterate  tobacco  and  snuff. 
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A  matter  of  some  interest  to  the  tobacco  trade  occurred 
in  the  summer  of  1856  in  the  transfer  of  the  Coastguard 
service  from  the  control  of  the  Customs  to  that  of  the 
Admiralty  department,  a  movement  that  resulted  in 
increased  efficiency  in  coping  with  the  smuggler. 

With  the  question  of  adulteration  brought  so  promi- 
nently before  the  public  in  the  decade  1850-60,  it  was 
naturally  to  be  expected  that  additional  efforts  would 
be  made  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  detect  and 
suppress  the  sophistication  of  articles,  over  the 
manufacture  of  which  they  exercised  supervision. 
Snuff  especially  came  in  for  increased  attention. 
In  the  case  of  tobacco  they  were  able  to  report 
that  "  adulteration  is  now  seldom  attempted." 
The  list  of  discovered  ingredients,  however,  at 
this  time  was  long  enough  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  when  the  tobacco  manufacturers  did 
attempt  to  adulterate,  it  was  no  "  half  measures  "  with 
them.  One  striking  instance  was  a  case  of  "  roll  "  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  cabbage  leaves,  the  outside  covering  only 
being  tobacco.  The  American  War  of  Secession  in  1861, 
by  its  interference  with  the  supply  of  Virginian  tobacco, 
compelled  the  manufacturers  to  obtain  substitutes  from 
Japan,  China,  and  other  parts,  and  scents  were  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  flavour  of  the  inferior 
qualities.  The  Virginia  tobacco  has  never  since  ousted 
its  rivals,  and  the  "  substitutes  "  are  still  with  us.  The 
year  1863  was  a  memorable  one  to  the  tobacco  trade. 
Mr.  Gladstone,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 
Ministry  of  Lord  Palmerston,  introduced  a  great  and 
comprehensive  measure  of  reform  in  the  tobacco  duties 
and  laws.  He  introduced  a  Bill  under  which  the  home 
manufacturers  could  make  sweetened  tobacco,  known  as 
"  Cavendish  and  Negrohead,"  in  bond,  a  privilege 
hitherto  denied  them.  He  proposed  the  adjustment  of 
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the  import  duties  on  manufactured  articles,  notably 
cigars,  and  laid  down  a  scientific  basis  establishing  the 
amount  of  drawback  payable  on  the  export  of  tobacco 
and  snuff.  The  Bill  became  the  Manufactured  Tobacco 
Act  of  1863.  The  effect  of  its  various  provisions  will 
be  discussed  in  this  work  under  such  articles  as 
"  The  Cigar,"  "  Offal  Snuff,"  "  Cavendish  and 
Negrohead." 

In  1867  the  30  and  31  Viet.,  cap.  90,  was  passed,  which 
restricted  the  use  of  lime-water  to  within  very  narrow 
limits  (see  article  on  "Snuff").  From  this  period 
onwards,  it  is  characteristic  that  the  form  in  which  adul- 
teration was  carried  on  was  by  taking  advantage  of 
concessions  allowed  in  Tobacco  Acts.  The  abuse  of  the 
permission  to  use  lime-water  is  a  case  in  point.  Later 
on  it  was  alkaline  salts,  to  be  succeeded  by  oil  and, 
subsequently,  water.  In  each  case  the  official  curb  had 
to  be  applied  in  order  to  keep  those  implicated  within 
proper  bounds.  With  regard  to  alkaline  salts,  the  5  and 
6  Viet.,  cap.  93,  s.  1,  permitted  their  use  in  snuff,  but 
did  not  define  them  nor  fix  a  limit  as  to  the  quantity  to 
be  used.  Directly  the  use  of  lime-water  was  restricted, 
a  rush  to  these  alkaline  substances  was  made.  In  the 
following  year  quantities  of  carbonate  of  soda,  ranging 
from  33  to  57  per  cent,  in  weight,  were  found  in  some 
snuffs,  "  a  most  flagrant  and  reprehensible  abuse  of  the 
law."  The  whitish  appearance  imparted  to  snuff  by 
this  excessive  "  salting  "  was  neutralised  by  the  addition 
of  colouring  matter,  such  as  the  red  oxide  of  iron.  The 
manufacturers  in  Ireland  still  gave  a  great  deal  of 
trouble. 

In  1871  a  deputation  of  manufacturers  emphasised  the 
public  reliance  placed  on  the  chemical  staff,  and  the 
presence  of  the  former  that  day  in  the  Board  Room 
asking  for  protection,  and  undertaking  in  future  to 
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co-operate  with  the  Excise  officers,  may  be  said  to  have 
been  a  great  moral  victory  for  the  Board. 

Some  of  the  smaller  manufacturers  could  not  be 
induced  to  give  up  wholly  the  use  of  gum  arabic.  Unable 
to  compete  with  the  larger  manufacturers  in  their 
improved  methods,  attempts  were  made  to  imitate  the 
superior  kinds  of  "  Irish  roll,"  which  now  had  become 
popular,  by  adding  gum  and  also  colouring  matter. 

The  year  1878  brought  some  unpleasant  surprises  to 
the  tobacco  trade.  The  Government  of  Lord  Beacons- 
field  wanted  money,  in  order  to  provide  funds  for  the 
"  vote  of  credit  "  during  the  war  between  Russia  and 
Turkey.  Accordingly,  the  import  duties  on  tobacco 
were  increased  by  4d.  per  pound  (farthing  per  ounce). 
On  an  attempt  being  made  by  some  retailers  to  charge 
the  working-man  3Jd.  for  his  ounce  of  shag,  the  latter 
refused  to  pay  more  than  the  time-honoured  3d.,  whilst 
in  other  cases  the  farthing  was  found  to  be  too  incon- 
venient a  coin  to  trade  with.  The  members  of  the  retail 
trade  thereupon  insisted  on  the  manufacturer  supplying 
them  with  goods  at  the  old  prices,  and  as  the  latter  was 
also  compelled  to  pay  the  additional  fourpence,  he  was 
placed  betwixt  the  hammer  and  the  anvil.  Fortunately, 
at  this  time  the  price  of  leaf  was  low,  and  he  was  better 
able  to  meet  the  demand.  To  meet  future  contingencies 
he  purchased  inferior  leaf,  and  adopted  the  stratagem 
of  some  publicans  and  dairymen  of  resorting  to  the  pump. 
Thus,  by  selling  an  inferior  and  a  wetter  article,  he  was 
enabled  to  meet  the  dual  demands  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  retailer,  and  to  partly  recoup  himself  at 
the  same  time.  Another  cause  of  serious  apprehension 
to  the  trade  this  year  was  the  legislative  clause  41  Viet., 
cap.  15,  s.  25,  which  restricted  the  use  of  alkaline  salts 
in  the  manufacture  of  snuff,  and  enumerated  those 
allowed  in  future  to  be  added.  (See  article  on  "  Snuff.") 
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From  the  question  of  salts  in  snuff,  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  was  next  directed  to  that 
of  oil  in  roll.  Under  the  Pure  Tobacco  Act  of  1842 
(5  and  6  Viet.,  cap.  93)  permission  was  given  to  use  oil 
in  making  up  spun  or  roll  tobacco.  Nothing  but  water 
and  oil  was  allowed  to  be  present  in  this  class  of  tobacco. 
The  oil  not  being  specified,  various  kinds  were  ultimately 
used,  some  with  the  object  of  increasing  the  weight,  and 
others  the  flavour  of  the  roll  and  the  similar  article — 
cake  cavendish.  As  a  safeguard  to  the  revenue,  the 
Board  deemed  it  necessary  to  name  the  kind  allowed  to 
be  used.  The  opportunity  was  given  the  trade  to  state 
the  particular  oil  preferred,  and  "  olive  oil  "  was  selected, 
on  account  of  its  being  non-drying,  "  fixed,"  or  non- 
volatile, and  not  liable  to  "  crack,"  or  decompose  at 
the  high  temperature  of  the  baking-stove.  The  new 
clause  of  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act  of  1879 
therefore  disallowed  all  oil  "  other  than  essential  oil  for 
the  purpose  of  flavouring,  and  olive  oil  in  the  process  of 
spinning  and  rolling  up  the  tobacco." 

The  practice  of  adding  excessive  quantities  of  water 
to  tobacco  increased.  No  limit  to  the  quantity  that 
might  be  present  in  the  shag  or  roll  was  laid  down,  and 
a  great  demand  sprang  up  for  dry  "  spongy  "  classes  of 
inferior  leaf,  capable  of  absorbing  large  quantities  of 
moisture.  Such  varieties  as  "  Java,"  which  absorb 
from  40  to  50  per  cent,  of  water,  were  in  special  request. 
The  production  of  such  a  wet  article  considerably 
reduced  the  clearances  of  leaf  from  the  Customs  ware- 
houses, and  although  deputation  after  deputation  from 
the  trade  drew  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this 
and  other  evils  ensuing  from  the  increased  impost,  the 
"  obnoxious  "  4d.  remained.  Even  in  1881  sufficient 
time  had  not  been  deemed  to  have  elapsed  for  the 
Government  to  pronounce  whether  the  fiscal  experiment 
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was  a  failure  or  not.  The  manufacturers  continued  to 
agitate  for  the  repeal  of  this  4d.,  and  now  and  then 
rumours  of  a  statutory  restriction  of  moisture  circulated 
amongst  them,  the  fear  of  such  probably  being  father  to 
the  thought.  If  the  various  meetings  and  discussions 
were  futile  in  achieving  the  purpose  in  view,  they  yet 
revealed  to  the  members  of  the  trade  their  strength. 
The  need  of  combination  and  co-operation  was  forced 
home  by  this  last  vexatious  increase  of  duty,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1884  an  organising  of  members  took  place,  and, 
in  addition,  a  Tobacco  Section  was  formed  in  connection 
with  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  trade. 

In  1886,  with  a  view  to  assist  the  agricultural  interest, 
the  Government  permitted  approved  persons  to  make 
experiments  as  to  whether  tobacco  could  be  successfully 
cultivated  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  experiments 
were  conducted  under  special  conditions,  and  were 
continued  for  several  years,  being  distributed  over 
twenty-seven  counties.  About  twenty-three  acres  were 
planted  in  1887,  the  number  of  cultivators  being  fifty- 
seven.  The  tobacco  produced  was  rank  in  flavour  and 
of  poor  quality,  being  inferior  to  the  commonest  varieties 
of  leaf  imported  into  this  country.  As  duty  was  charged 
at  the  same  rate  as  that  on  imported  tobacco,  the 
cultivation  was  found  to  be  unprofitable  and  was  for 
many  years  abandoned. 

In  1887,  on  Budget  night,  Mr.  Goschen,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  announced  the  repeal  of  the 
"  obnoxious  4d.,"  and  candidly  admitted  that  its 
imposition  nine  years  before  was  an  error.  The  pro- 
posed change  was  warmly  welcomed  by  members  of  the 
tobacco  trade,  who  from  the  first  had  felt  the  increased 
duty  to  be  a  mischievous  piece  of  legislation.  Besides 
failing  in  its  object,  it  had  harassed  the  trade,  and 
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resulted  in  the  production  of  a  debased  article,  with 
an  actual  decrease  in  the  consumption  per  head.  In 
the  reduction  of  the  duty  by  the  small  sum  of  4d.,  the 
difficulty  lay  in  ensuring  that  the  working  man  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  decrease  by  getting  a  better 
article  for  his  money.  How  this  was  to  be  done  is  best 
told  in  Mr.  Goschen's  own  words — "  The  natural 
moisture  of  tobacco  is  from  15  to  17  per  cent.,  and  it  is 
increased  to  30  per  cent,  in  process  of  manufacture. 
But  now  it  is  often  sold  containing  40  or  45  per  cent, 
of  water.  In  future,  we  intend  to  make  it  illegal  to  sell 
tobacco  containing  more  than  35  per  cent,  of  water." 
The  Chancellor  hoped  by  this  means,  "  as  in  the  case  of 
beer,  for  an  increased  yield  of  duty,  because  more 
tobacco  would  be  smoked." 

On  the  Bill  becoming  law,  a  month  was  allowed  for 
reducing  stock,  and  a  further  month  given  up  to  21st 
July,  before  the  clause  was  put  in  operation,  in  order 
to  enable  manufacturers  and  retailers  to  sell  off  the 
tobacco  which  had  been  imported  at  the  higher  rate  of 
duty.  On  29th  July,  1887,  the  Excise  General  Order 
was  issued  to  the  officers,  announcing  the  new  law  and 
giving  instructions  to  sample,  and  the  administration 
of  the  Moisture  Act  commenced  forthwith. 

Many  manufacturers,  especially  those  engaged  in 
keen  competition  with  each  other,  now  endeavoured  to 
manufacture  their  goods  containing  the  full  statutory 
limit  of  water.  Owing  to  the  unequal  distribution  of 
moisture  in  tobacco,  it  happened  that  some  parts  of  the 
finished  article  contained  over  35  per  cent.,  whilst  others 
contained  less.  Timely  official  warnings  failed  to  stop 
the  above-mentioned  practice,  and  prosecutions  com- 
menced. Grumblings  ensued  over  the  method  of 
sampling.  Loud  cries  were  made  for  the  taking  of  a 
"  fair  sample  "  of  their  baptised  article,  whilst  it  was 
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affirmed  that  it  was  impossible  to  manufacture  a  tobacco 
uniformly  containing  35  per  cent,  of  moisture.  In 
reply  to  a  complaint  of  this  kind  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Mr.  Goschen,  while  admitting  the  possibility  of 
the  water  not  being  distributed  uniformly  throughout 
the  tobacco,  made  it  clear  that  the  35  per  cent,  was 
intended  as  a  maximum  in  any  portion  thereof,  and  must 
not  be  considered  as  an  average. 

This  Moisture  Law  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  although  a  lot  is 
claimed  for  its  beneficial  effects  from  a  revenue  point  of 
view,  yet  from  the  trade  point  of  view  it  has  proved  a 
veritable  thorn  in  the  flesh.  The  increased  price  of  raw 
material  and  the  exigencies  of  competition  compel 
the  production  of  an  article  containing  almost  the  full 
statutory  limit  of  moisture.  The  properties  of  tobacco, 
the  kinds  used  and  methods  of  manufacture  in  making 
shag  and  roll,  do  not  permit  of  an  equal  distribution  of 
moisture  throughout  the  manufactured  article. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  with  roll  tobacco.  Conse- 
quently there  is  variation,  with  an  overstepping  the 
statutory  moisture  limit.  Excise  officials  sample  the 
"  loose  "  stocks  of  manufacturers  weekly,  and  frequently 
discover  instances  of  excess  moisture.  The  trade  loss 
and  odium  arising  from  frequent  prosecutions  led 
manufacturers  to  interview  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  in  1901.  Since  then  only  where 
fraud  or  continued  carelessness  have  been  established, 
is  recourse  had  to  the  police  court.  For  accidental 
infringements  of  the  Moisture  Law  there  is  an  official 
system  of  payment  of  private  fines.  Not  a  year  has 
passed  since  the  institution  of  this  Moisture  Act  but 
what  has  seen  batches  of  manufacturers  penalised, 
sometimes  publicly,  more  often  privately,  for  infringe- 
ment of  this  law.  The  Government  Laboratory's  annual 
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reports  show  that  for  the  last  ten  years  the  average 
number  of  penalties  recovered  for  excess  moisture  is 
15  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  manufacturers.  This  by 
no  means  represents  the  numerous  instances  of  infringe- 
ment where  the  manufacturer  was  simply  warned  by 
the  Excise  authorities — given  another  chance,  so  to 
speak.  The  official  published  record  of  moisture 
offences  proves  how  difficult  it  is  for  manufacturers  to 
carry  on  their  business  and  comply  with  the  inexorable 
provisions  of  this  Act.  To  make  matters  worse,  Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  in  1898,  altered  the  moisture 
limit  from  35  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent.  There  was  a 
bitter  outcry  against  this  interference,  and  complaints 
arose  on  the  part  of  consumers  of  their  tobaccos  being 
too  dry  and  burning  too  quickly.  Sir  Michael,  however, 
gilded  the  pill  by  reducing  the  tobacco  duty  4d.  per  Ib. 
This  action  left  manufacturers  three  halfpence  per  Ib. 
to  the  good,  and  they  made  a  bit  of  money  in  those  days. 

This  state  of  affairs  lasted  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  Mr.  Austin  Chamberlain  put  back  the  limit  to 
32  per  cent.,  where  it  now  stands.  The  relief,  how- 
ever, was  neutralised  by  a  new  duty  on  stripped 
tobacco. 

Owing  to  increased  price  of  raw  material  and,  for  a 
time,  the  adverse  influence  of  fiscal  conditions  of  late 
years,  the  smaller  manufacturers  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  produce  shag  and  roll  at  3d.  an  ounce,  with 
the  result  that  the  manufacturer  of  this  "  loose  "  article 
has  centred  in  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  firms.  Not 
until  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  surtax  of  8d.  per  Ib.  in  1909 
has  it  been  found  possible  to  surcharge  the  consumer. 
The  sum  of  8d.  per  Ib.  on  raw  leaf  readily  permitted  of 
the  production  of  a  shag  or  roll  at  3Jd.  per  ounce,  con- 
taining a  maximum  32  per  cent,  of  moisture.  In  this 
way  the  manufacturers  concerned  have  been  able  to  add 
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three  halfpenny  worth  of  water  per  Ib.  and  so  partially 
recoup  themselves  for  the  rise  in  cost  of  leaf  used  in 
producing  the  poor  man's  "  smoke." 

During  1896  the  cutting  of  prices  amongst  retailers 
became  so  acute  as  to  lead  ultimately  to  the  manufac- 
turers instituting  minimum  prices  for  their  packet  goods. 
From  now  onwards  to  the  outbreak  of  the  South  African 
War,  the  tobacco  trade  prospered.  The  Customs 
Returns  give  striking  beneficial  results  of  Sir  Michael's 
little  reduction  in  1898.  Consumption  advanced  5 
per  cent,  over  the  previous  year's  clearances  of  raw 
tobacco.  In  1897  the  rise  was  barely  3  per  cent. 
Cigarette  consumption  was  rapidly  gaining  ground — 
the  extended  use  of  machinery  considerably  helping  the 
advance.  Halfpenny  and  penny  packets  appeared. 
Manufacturers  enlarged  their  factories  and  absorbed 
smaller  firms  to  cope  with  the  increased  trade.  Some 
turned  their  concerns  into  limited  liability  companies. 
"Tobacco,"  said  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  M.P.,  "  has  become 
one  of  the  necessities  of  existence." 

The  Government  Laboratory  was  shifted  from 
Somerset  House  in  1897  into  its  new  building  in  Clement's 
Inn,  and  the  important  tobacco  department  was  placed, 
and  is  still,  in  the  hands  of  an  able  and  gifted  chemist — 
Mr.  J.  Woodward,  B.Sc.  Here  the  bulk  of  tobacco 
samples  are  received  for  controlling  quantity  of  moisture, 
10,000  being  examined  last  year.  The  remainder,  viz., 
7,000,  were  taken  and  analysed  by  revenue  trained 
chemists  in  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Belfast, 
Bristol,  Cork,  Dublin,  Leeds- — tobacco  manufacturing 
centres.  Additional  work  devolved  on  the  Government 
chemists  by  a  restriction  which  fell  upon  the  manu- 
facturers of  roll  tobacco,  who  had  been  too  free  in  their 
use  of  olive  oil.  This  oil  is  allowed  to  be  added  by 
law  in  order  to  prevent  the  coils  caking  together  in  the 


HISTORICAL   SKETCH  25 

press  during  manufacture.  Henceforth,  the  Oil  in 
Tobacco  Act,  1900,  restricted  the  quantity  to  4  per 
cent.  Every  sample  of  roll  purchased  by  the  revenue 
officers  is  now  analysed  for  oil  content,  in  -addition  to 
moisture. 

The  year  1900  commenced  a  period  of  trouble  and 
disquiet  to  the  tobacco  trade.  The  duty  reverted  to 
3s.  per  Ib.  Consumption  was  checked  by  the  financial 
strain  caused  by  the  war  and  the  absence  of  many 
smokers  in  South  Africa.  Nothing  but  fiscal  and 
economic  troubles  have  fallen  upon  the  trade  since, 
unless  the  windfalls  in  1902  be  excepted  to  certain 
retailers,  consequent  on  the  lavish  generosity  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Trust  in  the  person  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
Duke.  Troubles  never  come  singly :  1900  brought  the 
War  Taxes ;  1901  a  rise  in  leaf  2d.  per  Ib.,  but,  fortunately, 
coal  was  cheaper.  "  Invasion  "  of  the  American 
Tobacco  Trust  and  purchase  of  Ogden's,  Ltd.,  in  1901 
and  1902.  In  1904  increased  duty  of  3d.  per  Ib.  on 
stripped  tobacco,  accompanied  by  a  further  rise  in  price 
of  leaf.  1906,  leaf  still  dearer.  1907  saw  crops  in  the 
United  States  held  up  by  planters  for  increased  prices. 
1908  brought  the  prohibition  to  retailers  supplying 
children  under  16  years  of  age.  In  1909-10,  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  increased  the  tobacco  duty  to  3s.  8d.  per  Ib. 
The  South  African  War,  with  its  scarcity  of  money, 
favoured  the  production  of  the  cheaper  priced  tobaccos, 
especially  cigarettes.  But  it  discouraged  the  con- 
sumption of  dearer  smokes,  such  as  cigars.  For  the 
last  ten  years  foreign  cigars  have  been  going  steadily 
down,  whilst  British  cigars  have  gone  from  worse  to 
worse.  In  1900  there  were  502  licensed  manufacturers, 
to-day  there  are  but  364.  The  great  majority  of  those 
who  have  dropped  out  consisted  of  cigar  manufacturers, 
the  smallest,  but  most  numerous,  men  in  the  trade. 
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Cigar-making  is  peculiarly  a  business  that  gives  pro- 
portionately more  employment  than  in  any  other 
branch  of  the  tobacco  trade,  machinery  being  practically 
useless  here.  By  the  irony  of  fate,  or  the  want  of  con- 
siderate treatment,  the  cigar  manufacturer  has  felt  the 
brunt  of  recent  fiscal  changes  more  so  than  any  other 
section  of  the  trade,  and  it  is  only  since  the  inquiry  of 
the  Tobacco  Drawback  Departmental  Committee  in 
1904,  that  he  has  been  righted  in  matters  of  export. 
Considerations  connected  with  the  import  duty  unduly 
hit  him  still  and  make  his  lot  all  the  harder  to  bear. 
As  Cinderella  of  the  trade,  the  British  cigar  manu- 
facturer still  waits  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  retrieve  his  position — if  by  that  time  there  be  a 
position  to  retrieve. 

The  "  invasion  "  of  the  American  Tobacco  Trust  in 
1901  struck  consternation  for  a  time  into  the  ranks  of 
the  tobacco  trade.  Powerful,  rapacious,  monopolising, 
and  unscrupulous,  the  advent  of  the  Trust  president, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Duke,  boded  ill  for  British  manufacturers. 
At  first  suspense  benumbed  the  trade,  then  British 
pluck  asserted  itself,  and  thirteen  of  the  principal  firms 
incorporated  themselves  into  the  Imperial  Tobacco 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  £15,000,000,  and  commenced 
to  fight  the  alien.  The  victory  lay  in  the  capture  of  the 
retailer,  and  to  accomplish  this  bonuses  and  baits  were 
showered  upon  him  by  both  antagonists  in  bewildering 
profusion. 

The  Trust  promised  a  dowry  of  £200,000  for  four  years 
and  all  Ogden's  profits — a  promise  that  the  retailers 
subsequently  compelled  it  to  redeem.  The  Imperial 
Tobacco  Company  offered  a  permanent  bonus  con- 
ditional on  the  retailers  securing  certain  advertise- 
ment privileges  to  them.  Prices  were  slaughtered. 
The  fight  was  felt  to  be  one  for  existence,  one  or  the 
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other  was  to  be  annihilated.  The  British  public 
appreciated  the  fact  that  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company 
were  battling  with  the  odious  Trust  principle  of  "  sink 
all,  that  I  may  swim  "  and  supported  the  gallant  British 
platoon.  Thousands  of  retailers  failed  to  side  with  Mr. 
J.  B.  Duke  and  take  his  gold.  The  wary  fly  refused  the 
gilt-edged  invitation  of  the  decoying  spider.  Opposition 
proved  too  strong  for  the  Trust,  and  ere  the  summer  of 
1902  was  spent,  there  came  a  truce,  and,  in  the  end,  a 
union  of  forces.  Messrs.  Ogden's,  Limited,  was  absorbed 
in  the  British  Combine.  The  United  Kingdom  was  to  be 
left  alone  by  the  Trust,  but  with  the  Combine  was  to 
form  a  new  combination — British-American  Tobacco 
Company — and  acquire  the  export  business  of  the  two. 
In  contradistinction  to  the  monopolising  policy  of  a  Trust, 
the  declared  policy  of  the  British  Combine  has  been  to 
"  live  and  let  others  live."  Other  manufacturing 
firms  have  since  joined,  and  to-day  its  output  probably 
exceeds  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  output  of  the  trade. 
The  formation  and  success  of  the  Imperial  Tobacco 
Company  undoubtedly  saved  not  only  themselves, 
but  the  firms  outside  the  Combine  from  the  clutches  of 
the  American  Trust ;  but  at  the  same  time  many  of  the 
smaller  manufacturers  have  but  fallen  from  the  frying 
pan  into  the  fire.  The  formation  of  the  British  Combine 
has  revolutionised  trade  conditions.  With  the  con- 
tinued popularity  of  its  brands,  its  successful  manage- 
ment, and  last,  but  not  least,  its  vast  financial  resources, 
the  Combine  has  progressed  and  flourished  partly  at 
the  expense  of  smaller  firms.  Probably  it  is  now  the 
largest  commercial  undertaking  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Notwithstanding  provocation  and  bitter  criticism, 
the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company  has  endeavoured  to 
trade  fairly.  In  some  instances  prices  have  been  raised 
in  the  teeth  of  competition  and  at  the  risk  of  loss  of 
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business,  rather  than  produce  at  a  loss.  After  all, 
there  is  not  a  manufacturer  living  who  would  not 
hesitate  to  knock  out  a  competitor  in  fair  and  open 
competition.  Much  as  this  tendency  towards  monopoly 
in  the  tobacco  trade  is  to  be  deplored,  yet  justice  compels 
the  admission  that  on  the  whole  the  Combine  has 
refrained  from  undercutting  and  hitting  rivals  below 
the  belt.  Its  bonus  scheme  is  said  to  be  a  weak  spot 
in  its  armour,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Imperial 
can  withdraw  a  promise  made  to  their  customers  in 
1901,  viz.,  a  participation  in  the  profits.  There  are 
still  as  many  manufacturers,  save  one,  as  there  are  days 
in  the  year;  and  if  only  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
can  be  induced  to  stop  harassing  the  trade,  the  inde- 
pendent manufacturers  will  hold  their  own.  In  the  long 
run  it  is  the  Minister  of  Finance  who  unwittingly  proves 
to  be  the  biggest  and  unconquerable  enemy  to  the  small 
manufacturer. 

Undaunted  by  past  failures  in  growing  tobacco  in 
Ireland,  further  attempts  were  made  in  1905  and  onwards. 
Legal  sanction  was  given  in  1907  to  the  continuation 
of  these  growth  experiments,  and  in  the  following  year 
an  Excise  duty  of  2s.  lOd.  per  Ib.  was  imposed,  being 
2d.  per  Ib.  less  than  the  Customs  duty.  This  2d.  was 
not  for  purposes  of  protection,  but  to  compensate  the 
owner  for  the  cost  of  Excise  restrictions.  By  this 
time  Irish  planters  were  producing  68,000  Ibs.  of  cured 
leaf,  the  assistance  of  Yankee  experts  being  requisitioned 
for  the  purpose.  Scotland  grew  jealous  of  this  Irish 
success  and  succeeded  in  getting  the  growth  benefits 
extended  to  that  country,  especially  as  the  Treasury 
had  granted  a  rebate  of  one-third  of  the  Excise  duty. 
By  1909,  Ireland  had  out-grown  the  experimental  stage 
and  so  the  rebate  was  commuted  to  a  fixed  grant  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  be  applied 
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in  encouragement  of  the  industry.  In  the  Finance  Act 
of  1909-10,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  put  the  coping  stone  on 
this  home-growth  question  by  extending  permission  to 
England,  and  so  abolishing  the  old-time  prohibition 
as  to  commercial  culture  of  tobacco  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Ireland  produced  last  year  87,907  Ibs.  of 
cured  leaf,  and  Scotland  376  Ibs.  The  Excise  duty 
payable  is  now  3s.  6d.  per  Ib. — still  2d.  less  than  the 
import  duty — and  the  licence  to  grow  is  fixed  at  5s.  per 
annum.  The  sanction  of  the  customs  authorities  is 
requisite  to  the  grant  of  a  licence  and  various  formalities 
are  insisted  upon  in  order  to  safeguard  the  revenue. 

Just  as  the  South  African  War  tax  led  to  the  decline 
in  consumption  of  higher  priced  "  smokes,"  so  the 
increase  of  8d.  per  Ib.  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  Budget  Bill 
of  1909  led  to  a  further  abandonment  by  consumers 
of  their  favourite  brands  with  the  substitution  of 
cheaper  and  inferior  tobaccos.  Inasmuch  as  the  cost 
entailed  in  popularising  and  maintaining  these  pro- 
prietary brands  before  the  public  constituted  by  no 
means  an  unimportant  item  in  the  goodwill  of  manu- 
facturers, the  effect  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  surtax  was 
disastrous.  Manufacturers  big  and  small  were  placed 
betwixt  the  merciless  jaws  of  a  closing  vice.  To  escape 
the  inevitable  crush  manufacturers  reverted  to  the  old 
retail  prices  existing  before  the  surtax,  preferring  to 
incur  the  monetary  loss  involved  by  its  payment  out 
of  their  own  pockets,  rather  than  to  see  the  extinction 
of  important  branches  of  their  business.  This  fact  does 
not  quite  bear  out  the  popular  argument  that  all  taxation 
ultimately  falls  upon  the  consumer.  With  leaf  40  per 
cent,  dearer,  and  even  100  per  cent,  in  some  instances 
of  Turkish  varieties,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  present 
lot  of  the  tobacco  manufacturer  is  a  particularly  happy 
one.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  Chancellors  of  the 
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Exchequer  of  late  years  have  unwittingly  helped  to 
drive  smokers  to  the  use  of  commoner  tobaccos,  and  to 
create  a  demand  for  "  lugs  "  and  planters'  refuse  that 
would  in  former  years  have  disgraced  the  offal  bag  in 
any  tobacco  factory. 

In  1910  an  administrative  event  occurred  that 
possessed  more  than  an  academic  interest  to  the  members 
of  the  tobacco  trade.  The  Government  Laboratory 
with  its  two  Tobacco  Departments,  one  at  the  Custom 
House  and  the  other  in  the  Strand — has  been  cut  out 
of  the  newly  amalgamated  Customs  and  Excise  Depart- 
ment, and  made  to  stand  on  its  own  base  as  a 
separate  Government  Department.  Approximately, 
3,600  samples  of  tobacco  were  examined  in  its  Customs 
branch  for  moisture,  purity  and  exportation  purposes, 
whilst  in  its  Excise  branch,  over  50,000  samples  were 
analysed  last  year  for  purity,  moisture,  oil  and  draw- 
back purposes,  i.e.,  determining  the  amount  of  money 
to  be  refunded  to  the  manufacturer  on  exportation  and 
return  of  their  waste  tobacco  to  the  Customs.  As 
£1,643,000  was  the  amount  of  repayment  to  the  trade 
last  year,  it  will  be  seen  how  highly  important  to  manu- 
facturers becomes  the  question  of  the  analytical  skill 
and  judgment  of  the  staff,  and  how  highly  important 
to  efficient  administration  that  these  analysts  should 
obtain  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  members  of 
the  trade.  Not  always  have  these  factors  ruled,  as  past 
history  has  already  demonstrated.  Born  and  reared 
under  revenue  jurisdiction  the  old  Somerset  House 
Laboratory  has  grown  into  high  distinction  and  renown 
in  the  scientific  and  commercial  world.  Its  highly- 
trained  personnel  has  hitherto  always  been  recruited 
from  the  revenue  department,  and  the  success  and 
eminence  of  the  Government  Laboratory  to-day 
testify  to  the  soundness  and  wisdom  of  the  bases 
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founded  and  built  upon  by  past  administrators  of 
the  Excise  Department.  Excision  of  this  Laboratory 
from  the  revenue  department  snaps  a  link  that  time  and 
success  had  forged  in  steel,  and  it  yet  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  this  severance  will  secure  that  reliance  and 
efficiency  that  the  interests  of  tobacco  manufacturers 
and  the  commercial  world  in  general  demand. 

Speaking  numerically,  no  branch  of  the  tobacco 
trade  is  so  important  as  the  retailer  or  distributor. 
There  are  390,000  licensed  tobacco  dealers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  low  licence  registration  fee  of  5s.  3d. 
favouring  the  distribution  of  tobacco.  The  number  of 
licensed  persons  constantly  increases  year  by  year 
with  the  increased  population,  unless  some  great  fiscal 
disturbance  intervenes  such  as  the  imposition  of  the 
recent  3s.  8d.  duty.  The  above  number  includes 
publicans,  pawnbrokers,  grocers,  hairdressers  and 
other  tradesmen  who  sell  tobacco  either  as  a  side  line  or 
in  addition  to  their  ordinary  business,  so  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  say  how  many  persons  depend 
solely  upon  the  retailing  of  tobacco  as  their  means  of 
livelihood.  The  number  may  lie  between  40,000  and 
50,000. 

Many  of  them  are  in  a  struggling  way  of  business 
with  long  hours  and  slender  profits  to  contend  with. 
Indeed,  with  some  kinds  of  loose  tobaccos,  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  bulk  of  tobacconists  make  any  net 
profit  on  their  small  sales. 

Organisation  has  never  been  a  marked  feature  with 
them — their  condition,  diversity  of  interests,  and 
scattered  position  somewhat  militating  against  associa- 
tion. There  is  an  important  section  amongst  these 
distributors,  who  buy  in  wholesale  quantities  from  the 
manufacturers  and  supply  the  smaller  shopkeepers. 
Of  late  years  these  wholesale  dealers  have  banded 
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themselves  into  a  virile  organisation.  The  wholesale 
Tobacconists'  Protection  Association,  Limited,  now 
comprise  important  distributors  in  London,  the  provinces 
and  the  north  of  England. 

The  need  for  "  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  "  and 
so  promoting  and  safeguarding  their  interests  led  to  the 
formation  in  1907  of  an  association  of  the  Tobacco  Trade 
Commercial  Travellers — an  organisation  that  is  neither 
lacking  in  intellectual  force  nor  numerical  strength. 

Notwithstanding  the  splendid  trading  account  of  the 
Imperial  Tobacco  Company,  published  in  the  spring  of 
1911,  unrest  and  foreboding  existed  amongst  many  "  in- 
dependent "  manufacturers  at  their  decline  of  profits. 
A  petition,  signed  by  12,000  licensed  members  of  the 
trade  was  presented  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
praying  for  taxation  relief,  but  it  met  with  no  success. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  sym- 
pathises with  the  unfortunate  lot  of  the  smaller  manu- 
facturers being  driven  out  of  the  market  by  the  wealthier 
manufacturers,  but  cannot  find  any  practical  suggestion 
for  benefiting  the  little  man  without  helping  his  powerful 
rival  also.  It  has  been  suggested  that  one  practical 
method  is  to  charge  the  Customs  duty  pro  rata  according 
to  the  moisture  found  in  the  leaf.  The  smaller  manu- 
facturers are  compelled  to  use  the  moistest  leaf,  and  a 
generous  application  of  such  a  method  would  benefit 
them  for  a  time.  Another  suggestion  was  to  extend  the 
present  pro  rata  scale  of  charging  a  licence  duty  based 
on  output,  same  as  is  done  to-day  in  the  brewing  trade. 
Doubtless,  these  and  other  suggestions  have  been 
considered  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
does  not  see  his  way  to  their  adoption. 

With  a  short  crop  in  1911  and  a  concomitant  further 
rise  in  price  of  leaf,  aided  by  the  Yankee  planters'  pooling 
system,  the  manufacturers  in  the  beginning  of  1912  were 
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face  to  face  with  the  eventuality  of  charging  an  increased 
price  to  the  tobacco  consumer.  This  course  of  procedure 
will  bring  evils  in  its  train,  sufficient  to  cause  manu- 
facturers to  defer  such  action  until  compelled  to  do  so. 
In  the  meantime,  another  rally  was  in  progress  at  the 
time  of  this  little  work  going  to  press,  with  a  view  to 
bring  pressure  once  more  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  taxation  relief. 

One  word  before  this  historical  sketch  closes  on  the 
subject  of  adulteration.  It  takes  many  years  to  sup- 
press an  untruth,  especially  if  that  untruth  was  truth  in 
years  gone  by.  Because  tobacco  was  adulterated  in 
the  forties  therefore  the  notion  it  is  adulterated  to-day 
still  lingers.  So-and-so's  tobacco  is  alleged  to  contain 
opium,  and  the  cabbage  theory  of  cheap  cigars  is  still 
an  article  of  dogmatic  belief  in  the  creed  of  many 
smokers.  Were  the  Excise  authorities  lax  in  applying 
the  adulteration  laws  the  present  condition  of  the 
tobacco  trade  to-day  would  offer  the  greatest  incentive 
to  adulterate.  There  is  no  trade  that  sells  a  purer 
article  than  does  the  tobacco  trade.  The  national 
exchequer  stands  on  pure  tobacco,  no  tampering  with 
an  article  that  brings  in  over  £17,000,000  of  revenue, 
would  be  tolerated  for  one  moment.  The  finding  of  so 
much  as  an  extra  drop  of  water  is  sufficient  to  cause  a 
flutter  in  the  official  dovecots.  Tobacco  may  be  poor, 
rubbishy,  common  and  cheap,  but  it  is  tobacco  and 
nothing  but  tobacco.  Should  any  reader  doubt  the 
statement,  the  author  of  this  little  work  is  prepared  to 
give  him,  on  information  and  conviction,  the  sum  of 
one  shilling  for  every  ounce  of  adulterated  tobacco, 
cigars  or  cigarettes,  that  the  author  can  buy  of  any 
tobacconist  or  manufacturer  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  purity  of  tobacco  is  a  trade  credential ;  it  is  also  one 
of  the  triumphs  of  Excise  administration. 


CHAPTER    II 

CULTIVATION  * 

"  TOBACCO  flourishes  best  in  regions  having  a  mean 
temperature  of  not  less  than  40°  where  the  early  autumn 
frosts  do  not  nip  its  aspirations  in  the  bud."  The  most 
highly  appreciated  qualities  are,  however,  developed 
under  the  burning  sun  of  the  tropics,  as  in  Cuba,  Sumatra 
and  the  Philippines.  There  are  upwards  of  forty 
varieties  of  the  Nicotiana  plant,  of  which  only  three  are 
in  general  use  by  smokers,  viz., 

I.     Nicotiana  Tabacum,  originally  found  in  America 

and  cultivated  extensively  there. 
II.  Nicotiana  Rustica,  grown  in  Turkey  and  the 
Levant,  boasts  different  names  :  Indian, 
Syrian,  Turkish.  It  is  milder  in  flavour  and 
makes  excellent  cigarettes,  but  burns  too 
quickly  for  the  pipe. 

III.  Nicotiana  Persica,  Persian  tobacco,  makes  a 
delicate  smoke  in  a  hookah  or  water  pipe,  but 
does  not  burn  well  enough  to  be  used  in  the 
form  of  cigars. 

1  For   information   on   this   subject   I    am   indebted    to    the 
following  Works  : — 

"  Cultivation  and  Curing  of  Sun-cured  Fillers  and  Wrapper." 

By  Dr.  A.  J.  Fleppo,  of  Carolina  co.,  V.A. 
"  Tobacco,    from   Seed   to   the   Salesroom."     By   Robert   L. 

Ragland,  Halifax  co.,  V.A.,  Richmond,  1880. 
"  Instructions  how  to  Grow  and  Cure  Tobacco,  especially  Fine 

Yellow."     By  R.  L.  Ragland.     1885. 
"  Tobacco  :    a  Handbook  for  Planters."     By  C.  G.  W.  Lock, 

F.L.S.     1886. 
"  Tobacco :     History    and    Associations."     F.    N.    Fairholt. 

1859  and  1876. 
"  How  Tobacco  is  Raised  and  Prepared  for  the  Market."     By 

Southern  Fertilizing  Co.,  Richmond,  V.A. 
"  Tobacco  Talk."   By  Nicot  Publishing  Co.    Philadelphia,  1894. 
"  Tobacco  Trade  Review,"  "  Tobacco,"  "  Cigar  and  Tobacco 

World."     Monthly  Trade  Journals. 
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To  produce  the  tobacco  leaf  of  commerce  requires 
eighteen  months  of  unremitting  labour  and  attention. 
The  selection  and  preparation  of  the  soil  are  important 
factors  in  tobacco  culture.  "  The  several  grades  of 
tobacco,  whether  for  chewing,  pipe  smoking,  or  cigars, 
require  different  soils  and  management  to  ensure  a  pro- 
duct that  will  command  an  adequate  return  for  the 
labour  and  means  employed  on  the  crop."  A  cardinal 
principle  in  the  selection  of  soil  is  to  obtain  one  that  is 
porous,  well  drained,  and  rich  in  organic  constituents. 
A  wet  and  tough  clayey  soil  is  utterly  unsuitable  for 
tobacco  farming.  Dressings  of  wood-ashes  and  other 
manures  are  added,  and  the  land  is  ploughed,  rolled, 
harrowed,  etc.,  it  being  a  proverb  with  the  planter  that 
a  "  good  preparation  is  half  cultivation."  Spots  shel- 
tered from  the  wind  are  chosen  for  the  plants,  and  in 
some  cases  hedges  of  various  kinds  are  planted  to  act  as 
wind-screens  or  canvas  cheese-cloth  coverings  used 
to  prevent  the  tearing  and  bruising  of  the  leaves. 
By  the  end  of  March  or  beginning  of  April  carefully 
selected  seeds  are  sown  in  the  hot  bed  or  nursery, 
and  in  about  seven  or  eight  weeks  the  sturdiest  plants 
are  taken  on  a  warm  rainy  day  to  the  field.  Here 
they  are  planted  in  holes  made  by  the  finger  in  the 
top  of  hillocks  nearly  a  yard  apart,  and  the  farmer's 
care  now  commences.  Healthy  plants  are  substituted 
as  required  for  withered  and  sickly  ones  ;  the  soil  is 
constantly  heaped  up  around  the  plants,  continued 
hoeing  is  required  to  remove  grass  and  weeds,  and  also 
to  loosen  the  soil.  A  species  of  green  caterpillar,  the 
"  horn-worm,"  about  the  size  of  a  man's  finger,  attacks 
the  plants,  eating  holes  in  the  leaves  and  rendering  them 
useless  for  market,  and  the  destruction  of  this  insect  is  a 
duty  as  incessant  as  it  is  imperative.  The  planter's 
responsibility  increases  as  the  plant  thrives.  Two 


CULTIVATION  37 

months  after  planting  and  when  from  two  to  seven  feet 
high,  flower  buds  appear,  and  these  are  pinched  off,  or 
"  topped,"  by  experienced  and  trusty  hands  in  order  that 
the  leaves  may  grow  finer  and  larger.  At  the  same  time 
the  top  leaves  are  removed,  and  also  the  larger  and 
inferior  bottom  ones  which  lie  flat  and  rot,  or  get  dirty 
and  worm-eaten.  This  latter  process  is  called  "  prim- 
ing," it  being  a  general  practice  to  "  prime  high  and  top 
low,"  but  it  is  not  resorted  to  in  all  cases  of  tobacco 
planting.  Only  as  many  leaves  are  retained  on  the 
plant  as  are  likely  to  mature — from  nine  to  twenty. 
The  constant  removal  of  young  suckers  is  also  necessary, 
the  finger  nail  being  used  in  this  "  suckering  "  as  in 
"  topping,"  the  nip  given  by  the  fingers  having  the  effect 
of  partly  closing  the  wound.  During  very  rainy  seasons 
the  plants  are  subject  to  a  malady  called  "  firing,"  a 
kind  of  blight,  and  are  also  seriously  affected  by  the 
opposite  extremes  of  heat  and  drought.  The  plants 
ripen  about  three  months  after  being  planted,  assuming 
a  yellowish  green  colour,  the  leaves  being  occasionally 
mottled  with  yellowish  spots.  They  also  become 
gummy,  with  tips  bent  downwards.  "  If  there  is  any 
dirtier  work  than  raising  tobacco,"  says  a  planter, 
"  we  should  like  to  know  it."  The  resinous  exudation 
from  the  green  leaves  smears  everything  that  comes  in 
contact  with  them. 


HARVESTING 

The  ripest  plants  are  selected  and  cut.  Where  the 
stems  are  thick  they  are  sometimes  split  from  the  top  to 
within  three  inches  of  the  ground,  and  then  cut  across 
near  the  root  and  immediately  straddled  across  sticks  to 
prevent  their  getting  bruised.  This  is  the  case  especially 
with  tobacco  known  as  first  "  brights."  In  this  manner 
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they  are  carted  to  the  barn.  The  ordinary  method  is 
simply  to  cut  the  stems  across  and  gently  lay  the  plants 
in  rows  on  one  side  to  wilt  in  the  sun  before  handling. 
In  some  instances  the  leaves  are  gathered  singly.  Too 
long  exposure  in  the  sun  produces  "  sunburn,"  and  hence 
a  cloudy  day  is  selected  for  the  cutting. 

DRYING  AND  CURING 

"  Growing  tobacco,"  says  Lock,  "  is  but  half  the 
battle."  The  most  trying  time  is  during  the  curing 
process.  The  methods  adopted  vary  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  tobacco  harvested,  and  may  be  divided  into  two 
classes — the  "  fermentative  "  and  the  "  non-fermenta- 
tive "  methods.  Leaves  of  a  large  size,  dark  and  heavy, 
such  as  those  sent  to  England  and  the  Continent,  and 
known  as  "  shipping  tobacco,"  are  the  kinds  subjected 
to  the  former  method,  whilst  "  sun-cured "  and 
"  yellow  "  tobacco  are  the  kinds  subjected  to  the  latter. 
By  whatever  process  tobacco  is  cured,  it  must  first  be 
dried.  To  avoid  confusion  it  may  be  well  to  describe 
each  method  of  curing  separately,  taking  first  the 

I.- — FERMENTATIVE  OR  "  SWEATING  "  PROCESS. — The 
barn  or  drying  house  into  which  the  tobacco  is  placed  is 
not  unlike  a  log-cabin.  Across  its  length  inside  are 
stretched  tiers  of  poles,  on  which  are  placed  slender 
tobacco  sticks  with  the  stalks  straddled  across  them. 
When  the  barns  are  full,  fires  are  started,  and  the  heat 
is  equably  distributed  by  means  of  flues.  The  heat  is 
raised  to  170°  F.,  and  this  temperature  is  retained  for 
four  or  five  days  until  the  leaves  become  dry  and  brittle. 
On  a  damp  day  the  doors  are  opened  and  sufficient 
moisture  is  allowed  to  be  absorbed  by  the  leaves  to  make 
them  pliable,  after  which  they  are  taken  down,  stripped 
from  the  parent  stem,  and  sorted.  The  finest  and  brightest 
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leaves  are  classed  as  "  firsts  "  ;  slightly  inferior  ones, 
of  which  "  shipping  tobacco  "  forms  the  chief,  range  as 
"  seconds "  ;  whilst  the  worthless  and  inferior  are 
known  as  "  lugs."  The  leaves  are  made  up  into  bundles 
or  "  hands,"  containing  from  ten  to  twenty-five  leaves, 
and  each  class  is  "  bulked  "  by  heaping  them  together 
in  a  pile  on  the  floor.  The  fermentation  process  may  be 
said  to  commence  at  this  stage.  The  temperature 
within  the  heap  gradually  rises  until  it  reaches  130°  F., 
when  the  whole  mass  is  pulled  to  pieces  in  order  to  pre- 
vent over-heating,  and  the  heap  is  re-formed.  Those 
leaves  formerly  on  the  outside  of  the  pile  are  now  placed 
inside,  and  by  this  means  uniformity  of  colour  and 
flavour  is  attained.  In  from  three  to  five  weeks  the 
leaves  assume  a  uniformly  brown  tint,  and  the  process 
is  practically  complete.  The  "  hands  "  are  occasionally 
hung  upon  poles  to  be  entirely  "  cured."  "  Tobacco 
in  case  "  is  the  term  applied  to  the  leaf  when  it  is  ready 
for  packing,  and  moist  enough  to  bear  handling  without 
breaking.  The  leaves  then  possess  a  certain  elasticity, 
which  is  tested  by  stretching  them  gently  over  the  ends 
of  fingers  and  knuckles.  "  They  pull,"  says  Fairholt, 
"  like  kid  leather,  glowing  with  a  kind  of  moist  gloss, 
not  dry  enough  to  break,  or  damp  enough  to 
ferment." 

II. — NON-FERMENTATIVE  PROCESS. — This  process  of 
curing  is  performed  either  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  pro- 
ducing "  sun-cured  "  or  "  sun-dried  "  tobacco,  or  by  the 
agency  of  artificial  heat  in  the  production  of  "  colory  " 
or  "  yellow  "  tobacco. 

(a)—  "Sun-cured"  or  "Sun-dried."- — Scaffoldings 
and  well-ventilated  houses  are  required,  and  a  tempera- 
ture of  65°  to  75°  F.,  with  a  certain  degree  of  moisture 
in  the  atmosphere,  is  essential  to  success.  The  tobacco 
plants  are  placed  carefully  on  a  wooden  platform, 
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and  by  means  of  planks  are  prevented  from  being 
wafted  by  the  wind  or  disturbed  in  any  manner  that 
would  tend  to  bruise  or  tear  the  leaves.  The  temper- 
ature of  the  air  requires  careful  watching.  "  A  dry  hot 
sunny  day  may  '  cure '  too  fast,  not  allowing  sufficient 
time  for  that  rich  yellow  colour  to  establish  itself  which  a 
slower  process  of  evaporation  and  desiccation  will 
produce."  Four  or  five  days'  sun  is  sufficient,  and  the 
plants  are  carefully  transferred  to  a  well-ventilated 
and  well-lighted  house.  Here  they  are  hung  up  and 
facilities  afforded  for  admitting  plenty  of  light  and  air, 
until  the  tobacco  is  perfectly  cured,  after  which  the  house 
is  closed.  The  first  four  or  five  days  after  cutting  in  a 
great  measure  determine  the  colour.  The  earlier,  too, 
a  planter  can  cut,  the  better  curing  weather  will  be 
obtained.  Early  autumnal  frosts  are  fatal  to  a  tobacco 
farm.  During  winter  and  spring  the  tobacco  is  taken 
down  when  in  "  soft  "  order  (pliable),  and  stripped, 
bundled,  and  assorted  into  "firsts,"  "seconds,"  and 
"  lugs."  At  the  close  of  each  day  while  stripping, 
the  several  classes  are  "  bulked  "  or  placed  together. 
If  the  temperature  of  the  heap  rises,  the  "  hands " 
are  hung  up  to  dry,  and  by  the  end  of  the  spring  the 
tobacco  is  ready  for  the  market.  This  "  sun-dried  " 
article  is  chiefly  sought  by  manufacturers  for  making 
choice  brands  of  chewing  tobacco.  "  The  leaves  are 
not  so  large  and  long  as  those  in  '  shipping,'  but  possess 
much  finer  texture  and  more  strength  of  fibre.  They 
are  usually  of  a  bright,  rich  golden  brown  colour,  of  a 
soft  silky  feel  and  appearance,  and  when  properly 
prepared  for  market  have  a  peculiarly  sweet  odour  and 
taste,  much  relished  by  lovers  of  the  weed."  It  is 
doubtful  if  much  of  this  "  sun-cured  "  ever  finds  its 
way  into  England. 

(b) — "  Colory  "  Bright  Yellow  or  so-called  "  Sun-dried." 
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-"  By  the  process  of  nature,"  says  Major  Ragland, 
"  leaves  in  dying  descend  in  colour  from  green  through 
the  seven  prismatic  colours,  and  finally  lose  all  colour 
as  they  go  to  decay."  The  cardinal  principle  in  curing 
fancy  yellow  tobacco  is  the  employment  of  a  quick  dry 
heat,  with  the  object  first  to  rapidly  reach  the  "  yellow  " 
stage  of  the  leaf,  and  second  to  fix  it.  The  heat  neces- 
sarily must  be  under  complete  control — flues  of  various 
patterns  being  used.  The  first  step  is  known  as  the 
"  steaming  "  or  yellowing  process.  An  exposure  to  a 
temperature  of  90°  for  thirty-six  hours  is  sufficient  to 
turn  the  leaves  yellow.  The  next  step,  however,  is  the 
important  one,  viz.,  fixing  the  colour.  In  this  process 
great  care  is  required  to  prevent  the  tobacco  from 
"  sweating."  The  first  step  towards  retaining  the  yellow 
is  to  advance  the  heat  to  100°  F.,  to  be  succeeded  by 
increments  of  2J°  every  two  hours,  until  the  most 
critical  point  in  "  fixing  "  or  curing  bright  tobacco  is 
reached,  viz.,  110°  F.  The  length  of  time,  for  which 
this  temperature  is  retained,  depends  upon  the  planter's 
judgment.  The  period  ranges  from  four  to  eight  hours. 
When  the  ends  of  the  leaves  begin  to  curl  the  heat  is 
increased  to  120°  or  125°  F.  At  this  stage  planters 
state  that  the  curing  process  sets  in.  After  remaining 
from  four  to  eight  hours,  according  to  the  amount  of 
sap  to  be  expelled  from  the  leaf,  the  heat  is  raised 
every  hour  by  5°  up  to  170°.  Here  it  remains  until 
stalk  and  stem  are  cured.  During  damp  weather  the 
leaves  are  stripped  from  the  stem,  or,  if  the  weather  be 
dry,  the  tobacco  is  damped.  This  is  known  as  the 
"  ordering  process."  The  leaves  are  assorted,  tied  into 
bundles  and  packed  or  crowded  close  together.  Again 
care  is  necessary  to  prevent  heating  and  fermentation 
setting  up.  After  being  packed  together  for  some  time 
the  tobacco  is  ready  for  market. 
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PRIZING,  ETC. 

By  whatever  process  tobacco  is  cured,  it  is  "  prized  " 
when  removed  in  large  parcels  weighing  1,000  Ibs.  and 
upwards,  as  in  the  case  of  "  shipping."  This  process 
consists  of  packing  and  pressing  the  "  hands  "  in  hogs- 
heads. The  latter  are  regulated  in  size  and  structure 
to  a  standard,  in  order  that  the  whole  mass  of  "  prized  " 
tobacco  can  readily  be  seen  and  examined.  The  method 
of  packing  is  to  first  place  the  "  hands  "  or  "  ties  " 
in  a  double  row  across  the  centre  of  the  hogshead,  with 
the  'leaves  of  each  row  interlocking,  so  that  the  butt 
ends  of  the  "  hands  "  are  outwards.  Other  rows  are 
laid  down  in  a  similar  manner,  smaller  "  hands  "  being 
employed  for  filling  up  crevices  in  order  to  make  the 
layer  even.  The  layers  are  alternately  placed  at  right 
angles  to  each  other  until  a  certain  height  is  reached, 
when  hydraulic  pressure  is  applied  to  squeeze  the  whole 
tightly  together.  Too  great  pressure  causes  blackening 
of  the  tobacco,  and  consequent  deterioration  in  value. 
During  the  "  prizing  "  it  is  stated  that  in  some  instances 
the  leaves  are  "  improved  "  by  the  addition  of  sweeten- 
ing and  flavouring  matters  as,  for  example,  molasses, 
rum,  vanilla,  cognac  and  essential  oils.  The  tobacco 
seized  here  in  1876,  and  which  was  found  to  contain 
small  quantities  of  liquorice  and  other  saccharine 
matters  had  probably  been  "  improved  "  in  the  prizing 
process.  Another  method  of  "  improving "  is  to 
macerate  the  coarse  flavoured  leaves  in  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid,  whilst  a  third  method  consists  in  adding 
solutions  of  nitrate  of  potash  with  the  object  of  impart- 
ing a  better  burning  property  to  the  leaf.  Whether  these 
statements  of  planters  and  others  are  reliable  or  not  is 
an  open  question.  Should  any  "  improvements  "  be 
discovered  in  the  hogshead  on  the  premises  of  a  tobacco 
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manufacturer  in  this  country,  the  whole  would  be 
forfeited,  the  tobacco  deemed  to  be  "  adulterated," 
and  dealt  with  accordingly. 

In  "  shipping  "  tobacco  a  further  fermentation  sets  in 
after  "  prizing,"  which  lasts  over  three  weeks,  but  if  the 
tobacco  was  in  good  condition  before  packing,  no 
apprehension  need  be  felt.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
additional  "  sweatings "  occur  during  its  oceanic 
journey — some  being  worthless  by  the  time  it  reaches  its 
destination. 

Large  quantities  of  imported  tobacco  consist  of 
"  strips,"  i.e.,  leaves  deprived  of  their  midrib,  or  stalk. 
The  stripping  is  performed  by  negroes  at  stemming 
factories,  the  "  strips  "  being  tied  into  bundles,  and  hung 
to  sweat  and  dry  all  through  the  winter  months.  By 
May  and  in  humid  weather,  the  whole  is  "  bulked  " 
and  sweated  for  a  fortnight,  and  subsequently  "  prized  " 
and  shipped. 

Before  concluding,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  draw 
attention  to  a  class  of  tobacco  different  from  all  others, 
viz.,  Latakia.  This  is  a  species  of  tobacco  plant  grown 
in  the  mountainous  districts  of  North  Syria,  the  Laodicea 
of  Scripture,  and  contrary  to  the  general  practice  in 
cultivation  is  allowed  to  flower.  The  buds  and  petals 
can  readily  be  seen  on  examination  of  a  sample  of  cured 
Latakia.  Like  Cavalla  and  Turkish  tobacco  in  general, 
the  leaves  are  small  and  delicate — the  plants  being  grown 
closer  together,  five  inches  apart,  and  from  nine  to  twelve 
inches  between  rows.  The  peculiar  dark  colour  and  tarry 
odour  are  derived  from  the  method  of  curing,  which 
consists  in  exposing  the  tobacco  for  six  months  to  the 
smoke  of  fires  of  the  Asiatic  oak  called  ozer.  (Quercus 
Ilex,  or  Quercus  Cerris.) 


CHAPTER    III 

THE    CHEMICAL    CHANGES    UNDERGONE    IN    THE 
CURING   PROCESS 

IN  the  works  dealing  with  the  subject  of  tobacco 
many  opinions  have  been  offered  as  to  the  chemical 
changes  undergone  by  the  tobacco  leaf  during  the 
different  curing  processes  employed.  No  properly 
conducted  experiments  appear  to  have  been  made  on 
the  subject  until  1887,  when  a  long  and  laborious 
investigation  took  place  on  the  chemistry  of  tobacco  by 
Dr.  James  Bell,  the  then  principal  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
Laboratory,  Somerset  House,  who  published  the  results. 
The  scientific  manner  in  which  the  subject  is  treated  is 
beyond  the  scope  and  intention  of  this  little  work,  but 
it  may  be  pointed  out  that  Dr.  Bell  showed  that  the 
changes  undergone  in  tobacco  cured  by  the  "  fermenta- 
tion process  "  involve,  among  other  things,  the  decom- 
position of  starch  and  sugar  in  the  leaves,  and  the 
oxidation  of  the  tannin  into  a  dark  brown  insoluble 
substance,  which  determines  the  colour  of  the  tobacco. 
In  the  "  non-fermentation  process,"  the  starch  and 
sugar  produced  during  growth,  are  preserved.  It  was 
found  that  "  topping "  induced  an  accumulation  of 
starch,  a  small  quantity  being  converted  into  sugar. 
The  tannin  present  is  also  unchanged. 

Writing  in  December,  1911,  in  The  Cigar  and  Tobacco 
World,  Mr.  James  Scott  referred  to  certain  microscopical 
aspects  of  curing.  A  living  tobacco  leaf  contains  green 
(chlorophyll)  granules  mixed  up  with  yellow  ones  and 
starch  cells.  In  curing,  the  green  granules  almost 
disappear  and  so  reveal  the  yellow  ones,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  the  starch  gets  converted  into  gum  and  sugar. 
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The  rich  nitrogenous  matter  also  undergoes  changes. 
"  Topping  "  prevents  the  starch  rising  to  nourish  the 
flower  buds  and  so  causes  it  to  go  back  to  the  leaves  and 
stem.  The  nicotinic  principle  is  first  contained  in  the 
hair  glands — "  hair-oil."  In  curing,  the  starch,  mois- 
ture, nitrogenous  matter,  pass  into  the  midrib  thence 
into  the  stalk  "  to  keep  the  heart  of  the  plant,  as  it  were, 
from  '  failing.'  "  The  light  tinted  flecks  seen  on  some 
leaves  during  curing  are  due  to  the  presence  of  the 
starch  granules.  After  curing,  oxidation  with  conse- 
quent browning  of  leaves  occur,  heat  being  the  arresting 
agent. 


CHAPTER  IV 

IN     BOND 

UNMANUFACTURED  tobacco  for  pipe  and  cigarette  smok- 
ing comes  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  huge  wooden  casks 
called  hogsheads.  Cigar  and  Turkish  leaf  come  in  bales. 
The  old  standard  weight  of  a  hogshead  is  1,000  Ibs.  ; 
the  bales  vary  in  weight,  being  about  120  Ibs.  more  or  less. 
Nearly  all  raw  tobacco  imported  in  bulk  is  warehoused, 
the  proprietor  giving  bond  for  the  due  security  of  the 
duty.  In  other  words,  he  stands  bail  to  the  Crown 
for  the  tobacco  in  his  bonded  warehouse,  and  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  duty  should  any  hogshead  or  bale  be  missing. 
Manufactured  tobaccos  come  in  cases.  A  case  of  cigars 
may  contain  100  boxes,  i.e.,  about  10,000  cigars. 
Temperature  and  dryness  of  a  bonded  warehouse  have 
to  be  carefully  considered.  Tobaccos  require  frequent 
examination  and  attention,  especially  those  in  bales, 
and  much  depends  on  the  experience,  judgment  and  care 
of  the  warehouse-keeper.  The  bonded  warehouse  is 
the  trade  store  :  it  is  also  the  Government  toll-house. 

The  middleman  who  buys  from  the  planter  and  sells 
to  the  manufacturer  is  called  a  tobacco  broker  ;  the 
middleman  who  buys  cigars,  etc.,  from  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  imports  them,  is  known  as  an  "  importer." 
Of  late  years  brokers  have  had  a  bad  time  owing  to  the 
practice  of  "  big  "  manufacturers  acting  as  their  own 
brokers  ;  the  importers,  too,  have  suffered  owing  to 
decreased  consumption  of  their  goods.  There  is  always 
a  two  years'  reserve  stock  kept  in  bond — a  necessary  pre- 
caution nowadays — and  as  the  Customs  duty  is  not  paid 
until  the  tobacco  is  delivered,  the  merchant  is  saved  the 
additional  outlay  of  capital.  A  stock  of  over  200,000,000 
Ibs.  of  duty-free  tobacco  entails  great  responsibility  on  the 
warehouse  keeper  and  on  the  custodians  of  the  revenue. 
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The  tobacco  is  worth  quite  £7,000,000,  and  its 
purchase  in  advance,  together  with  the  loss  of  interest 
on  the  money  expended  and  payment  of  warehouse 
rent,  constitute  an  additional  tax  on  the  manufacturer. 

To  the  Crown  this  gigantic  bulk  represents  £36,000,000 
in  the  form  of  duty.  Hence,  the  jealous  care  and  close 
control  exercised  by  the  Customs  Department  in  collect- 
ing a  tax  of  quite  500  per  cent.  These  bonded  ware- 
houses are  scattered  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  in 
places  convenient  to  the  tobacco  merchants.  As  so 
much  depends  on  the  structural  security  of  the  building, 
the  Customs  prescribe  the  construction  of  each  ware- 
house and  place  a  Crown  lock  on  the  door.  The  official 
regulations  governing  the  warehousing  of  tobacco, 
constitute  a  code  of  intricate  laws  that  require  time  and 
experience  to  master.  Apart  from  weighing  and 
assessing  duty,  a  lot  of  operations  are  conducted  in 
bond — re-packing,  drying,  garbling,  blending,  butting, 
sampling,  manufacturing,  checking,  examining,  trans- 
ferring, repairing,  and  destroying  refuse  in  the  ware- 
house furnace — the  only  kind  of  "  King's  pipe  "  now  in 
vogue.  In  weighing  hogsheads  for  duty,  the  head  is 
knocked  off  and  the  cask  is  tilted  upside  down  on  to  the 
scales,  when  the  wooden  shell  is  removed,  so  that  only 
the  net  tobacco  is  weighed.  It  is  then  replaced  in  its 
wooden  case  ;  the  gross  weight  is  also  taken  during  the 
operation.  Bale  tobacco  is  weighed,  either  net  or  a  tare 
allowed  for  the  covering. 

When  unmanufactured  tobacco  is  cleared  from  ware- 
house to  the  factory  an  official  "  permit  "  is  sent  with  it 
to  prove  that  it  is  "  duty-paid."  In  the  absence  of 
this  important  document  of  the  Crown,  the  Excise 
officer  in  charge  of  the  tobacco  factory  would  seize 
the  hogshead  and  there  would  be  trouble  for  the 
manufacturer. 


CHAPTER  V 

BRITISH     CIGARS 

THE  earliest  form  of  Tobacco  Smoking  is  probably 
in  a  pipe,  although  some  form  of  a  cigar  has  been  known 
from  early  times. 

The  primitive  cigars  would  be  merely  a  few  leaves  of 
tobacco  loosely  rolled  up  in  the  hand,  and  one  end  of  the 
roll  inserted  in  the  mouth,  the  other  being  lit.  From 
this  the  commercial  Cheroot  would  soon  be  evolved  and 
a  gradual  but  continuous  endeavour  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  cigar  has  resulted  in  the  numerous 
attractive  shapes  now  on  the  market. 

There  seems  to  be  no  evidence  of  cigar  manufacturing 
in  England  prior  to  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the 
trade  was  but  a  small  one  until  about  1840  when  a 
rapid  increase  in  the  production  took  place,  and  the 
industry  began  to  flourish,  so  that  by  1851  several 
British  cigar  manufacturers  were  included  in  the  list 
of  exhibitors  in  the  great  exhibition. 

Until  about  1860  most  of  the  cigars  made  were  of  a 
straight  shape,  but  a  "  bellied  "  cigar  then  came  into 
favour  and  to  facilitate  the  production  of  this  class  of 
goods  a  wooden  "  mould  "  or  "  form  "  was  invented  to 
press  the  fillers  into  any  desired  shape  before  the  wrapper 
was  applied. 

From  this  date  cigars  were  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  "  hand-made  cigar  "  and  the  one  fashioned  with  the 
aid  of  the  "  mould  "  "  mould-made." 

The  expert  maker  soon  learned  to  produce  any 
desired  shape  without  the  aid  of  the  mould,  and  a  hand- 
made cigar  usually  smoking  more  evenly  and  freely 
than  the  other  variety,  the  moulds  were  retained  as  a 
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help  to  the  less  expert  makers  in  producing  an 
attractively  shaped  cigar  at  a  low  price. 

From  time  to  time  attempts  have  been  made  to 
introduce  machinery  into  the  cigar  trade,  but  although 
a  considerable  number  of  cheap  cigars  are  made  wholly 
or  in  part  by  machinery,  they  are  unable  to  compete 
with  cigars  made  by  an  expert  hand  maker. 

Cigars  were  usually  packed  into  cedar  boxes  of  100 
or  "  tenths  "  (being  sold  at  so  much  per  1,000) ;  at  a 
later  date  boxes  of  50's.  and  25's.  (^  and  TV)  were 
introduced  and  are  now  the  general  form  of  packing. 

At  first  the  only  ornamentation  on  the  box  was  the 
name  of  the  cigar  branded  in  the  box  lid  as  a  trade  mark. 
Some  dealers  had  an  impression  of  the  brand  printed 
on  plain  or  coloured  paper  and  stuck  inside  the  box 
lid,  and  from  this  origin  has  grown  the  "  labelling  "  of  a 
cigar  box  with  the  finest  specimens  of  the  chromo 
lithographer's  art. 

The  difficulty  of  identifying  a  cigar  away  from  its 
box  led  to  some  manufacturers  gumming  a  small 
"  ticket  "  or  star  of  coloured  paper  with  the  name  of  the 
brand  on  each  cigar,  but  as  it  was  found  difficult  to 
remove  these  "  tickets  "  without  damaging  the  cigar, 
or  to  smoke  the  cigar  beyond  the  "  ticket  "  without 
spoiling  the  flavour,  the  "  ticket  "  was  replaced  by  a 
paper  "  ring  "  or  "  band  "  as  now  used.  During  the 
last  few  years  a  fashion  has  been  established  to  do  away 
with  all  labels  and  bands  on  cigars  and  to  pack  them  in 
cedar  cabinet  boxes,  a  method  of  packing  which  certainly 
conduces  to  preserving  the  original  flavour  of  the  cigar 
unimpaired. 

Some  of  these  cabinets  now  on  sale  are  most  ornate 
and  expensive,  and  range  in  size  from  one  containing 
but  fifty  cigars  to  one  containing  10,000. 

As  the  origin  of  the  cigar  was  in  the  Spanish  West 
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Indies  it  was  customary  to  mark  all  cigars  with  Spanish 
names,  and  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Trade  Marks  Act, 
1875,  boxes  were  so  branded  and  labelled  that  it  was 
impossible  for  the  public  to  distinguish  a  British  or 
Continental  cigar  from  one  made  in  Cuba — in  fact  they 
were  all  branded  "  Havana  "  ! 

After  this  date  the  word  "  Havana  "  was  removed 
from  British  cigars,  but  the  use  of  the  Spanish  words, 
etc.,  continued  without  opposition  until  1907,  when  an 
Association  of  Cuban  Manufacturers  and  Importers 
was  formed  to  protect  the  Cuban  cigar  from  imitation, 
and  to  seek  to  compel  makers  of  and  dealers  in  non- 
Havana  cigars  to  cease  using  Spanish  words  or  pictures 
on  their  cigar  boxes. 

This  campaign  met  with  a  considerable  measure  of 
success,  a  number  of  convictions  being  obtained  against 
tobacconists  who  were  selling  cigars  under  labels  and 
brands  so  closely  imitating  the  Cuban  style  of  packing 
as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive  the  public. 

As,  however,  the  use  of  Spanish  words  on  cigars  is  so 
universal,  the  courts  have  held  that  the  mere  use  of  a 
Spanish  brand  name  on  a  box  of  cigars  is  not  illegal, 
and  that  by  general  custom  the  use  of  Spanish  words 
denoting  colour,  shape  and  size  is  quite  unobjectionable. 

During  the  many  years  in  which  cigars  have  been 
made  in  this  country,  a  number  of  new  growths  of 
tobacco  have  been  brought  into  use. 

At  first  cigar  manufacturers  drew  all  their  supplies 
from  the  West  Indies  and  the  adjacent  Mainland  of 
Central  and  South  America.  Then  tobacco  was  received 
from  the  Philippine  Islands  (Manilla).  After  this  many 
of  the  islands  of  the  Malay  Archipelago  were  brought 
under  Tobacco  Cultivation — in  succession  Java, 
Sumatra  and  Borneo  yielded  good  crops  of  tobacco 
suitable  for  cigars,  and  now  much  of  the  very  highest 
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priced  wrapper  tobacco  is  obtained  from  the  East 
Indies  ;  whilst  cigar  tobacco  of  inferior  grades  is  obtained 
from  India,  Japan,  South  Africa,  Germany,  Holland, 
Russia  and  Hungary,  as  well  as  the  United  Kingdom. 

All  cigar  tobaccos  are  leaves  from  local  varieties  of 
the  plant  "  Nicotiana  Tabacum,"  which  grows  luxuriantly 
in  all  tropical  and  sub-tropical  climates. 

The  seedling  plants  are  transplanted  into  a  good  rich 
soil,  either  virgin  or  well  manured,  and  carefully  tended 
until  the  leaves  are  ripe  for  cutting. 

After  cutting  the  leaves  are  strung  up  to  dry,  and  are 
then  placed  in  large  heaps  to  ferment,  this  fermentation 
requires  expert  guidance  as,  on  it,  the  flavour,  appearance 
and  value  of  the  tobacco  depend. 

After  fermentation  the  tobacco  is  again  dried  and  then 
packed  into  bales  for  shipment  to  any  place  where  it 
may  be  required. 

On  landing  in  England  the  packages  are  weighed  net 
and  stored  in  Bonded  Warehouses  until  required  by  the 
manufacturer.  He  pays  duty  on  the  raw  tobacco,  which 
is  then  delivered  into  his  factory. 

The  first  process  is  to  damp  the  tobacco  to  make  it 
pliable  so  that  the  midrib  or  "  stalk  "  can  easily  be 
"  stripped  "  from  the  leaf  ;  these  stalks  can  be  used  for 
snuff.  After  the  stalks  are  removed  the  tobacco  is 
graded  into  "  Wrappers,"  "  Bunch  Wrappers,"  and 
"  Fillers."  The  fine  perfect  leaves  of  good  appearance 
and  free  burning  are  used  for  the  outer  cover  of  the 
cigars,  leaves  less  perfect  in  appearance,  etc.,  are  used 
as  "  Bunch  Wrappers  "  or  "  Binders,"  and  the  smaller 
leaves  and  broken  pieces  are  used  to  make  up  the  inside 
of  the  cigars  as  "  Fillers." 

The  cigar  makers  sit  at  tables  of  a  convenient  height, 
the  appliances  used  being  a  hard  wood  board  on  which 
tobacco  can  be  cut  to  shape  and  the  cigars  rolled  ;  a 
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knife  to  cut  the  wrappers  ;  a  pair  of  scissors  to  trim  leaf 
and  a  cutter  gauge  to  cut  off  the  lighting  end  of  a  cigar 
straight  across  at  any  desired  distance  from  the  point, 
so  as  to  make  all  cigars  of  the  same  kind  exactly  the 
same  length. 

The  maker  places  in  his  left  hand  a  number  of  pieces 
of  "  filler  "  tobacco,  so  arranged  as  to  produce  roughly 
the  desired  length,  thickness  and  shape  of  the  cigar  he 
is  making,  he  then  places  this  tobacco  on  a  piece  of 
"bunch  wrapper"  of  the  desired  size,  and  rolls  up  the 
fillers  into  a  "  bunch  "'  or  roll  which  now  requires  the 
addition  of  the  wrapper  to  be  a  finished  cigar. 

This  bunch  is  placed  on  one  side  whilst  the  wrapper 
is  cut,  and  this  requires  great  care  on  the  part  of  the 
operative  who  has  to  bear  in  mind  not  only  the  shape 
of  the  cigar  he  is  to  make,  but  the  characteristics  of  the 
tobacco  he  is  using,  and  any  small  faults  such  as  holes, 
etc.,  it  may  contain. 

The  wrapper  has  to  be  cut  of  such  a  shape  as  will 
wrap  closely  around  the  cigar,  and  in  such  a  way  that 
the  side  veins  in  the  leaf  will  run  straight  up  and  down 
the  cigar — a  vein  running  round  the  cigar  in  a  spiral 
is  not  pretty. 

As  a  tobacco  leaf  is  thinner  and  finer  towards  its 
edges,  each  side  of  a  leaf  has  to  be  so  cut  and  used  that  the 
edge  is  on  top  when  wrapped  on  the  cigar,  and  that  the 
thicker  part  of  this  leaf  is  underneath,  the  "  top  "  side 
of  the  leaf  has  also  to  be  outside,  so  that  the  left-hand 
side  of  a  tobacco  leaf  has  to  be  rolled  in  quite  a  different 
way  from  the  other  side — in  fact,  one  side  is  rolled  with 
the  maker's  left  hand,  and  the  other  with  his  right  hand. 

When  the  wrapper  has  been  rolled  around  the  cigar, 
commencing  at  the  lighting  end  (or  "  tuck  "  as  it  is 
called  in  a  shaped  cigar)  it  is  necessary  to  finish  the  point 
so  as  to  prevent  the  cover  unwrapping.  This  point  is 
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gummed  down  with  a  tasteless  and  colourless  gum, 
usually  gum  tragacanth  ;  this  little  touch  of  gum 
being  the  only  matter  that  is  not  pure  tobacco  which 
enters  into  the  composition  of  a  cigar. 

In  making  a  "  moulded  "  cigar  the  operative  rolls  a 
bunch  in  the  same  way,  but  to  obtain  the  desired  shape 
it  is  laid  in  one  of  the  shaped  recesses  of  the  "  mould  " 
and  then  pressed  into  shape  ;  when  the  bunch  so  shaped 
is  "  set,"  it  is  taken  out  of  the  mould  and  covered  with 
the  wrapper  in  the  usual  way. 

In  most  moulded  cigars  two  long  ridges  or  marks 
appear,  one  on  each  side,  running  the  whole  length  of 
the  cigar,  these  are  produced  by  the  bunch  wrapper 
being  slightly  trapped  between  the  two  sections  of  the 
mould  when  they  are  pressed  together. 

To  obviate  these  marks  the  "  bunches  "  are  sometimes 
unrolled  and  the  "  mould  mark  "  smoothed  out,  but  the 
extra  cost  of  doing  this  takes  away  from  the  saving  as 
compared  with  hand  work. 

When  the  maker  has  made  100  cigars  they  are  sent 
to  the  foreman  who  has  them  examined  for  faults  of 
workmanship,  and  after  any  faulty  cigars  have  been 
thrown  out,  they  are  placed  in  a  box  until  a  considerable 
number  of  cigars  of  the  same  quality,  size  and  shape 
have  accumulated,  when  they  are  given  to  the 
"  sorter  "  whose  duty  it  is  to  grade  them  as  to  colour, 
and  then  to  box  them,  either  loose  or  in  bundles  tied  up 
with  ribbon. 

After  the  cigars  have  been^sorted  into  a  number  of 
heaps,  from  the  lightest  to  the  darkest,  the  sorter  picks 
out  twelve  or  thirteen  cigars  of  precisely  the  same  shade, 
and  each  cigar  as  perfect  as  possible — these  cigars  form 
the  "  face  "  or  top  layer  of  a  box.  The  other  rows  are 
first  put  into  the  box  and  pressed  down,  and  finally 
the  specially  selected  top  row  is  put  in. 
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In  a  box  of  50  there  are  usually  two  rows  of  12  and 
two  of  13,  thus  :— 

12  or     13 

13  12 

12  13 

13  12 

a  "  square  "  box  has  five  rows  of  ten. 

A  box  of  25  has  one  12  and  one  13,  or  if  square  8 — 9—8. 

A  box  of  100  has  usually  four  rows  each  of  12  and  13, 
but  in  some  cases  has  four  rows  of  16  and  two  of  17, 
and  some  long  boxes  have  five  rows  of  20. 

Bundled  cigars  are  tied  up  with  silk  ribbon  (usually 
yellow  in  colour)  either  100,  50,  25,  or  10  in  a 
bundle. 

The  boxes  are  usually  of  a  fine  cedar  wood,  but  cheap 
boxes  are  made  of  mahogany,  and  in  some  cases  of  alder 
wood. 

After  boxing,  the  full  boxes  are  placed  in  a  press  so  that 
the  lids  are  pressed  down  to  give  the  top  layer  of  cigars 
a  smooth  appearance,  and  then  left  to  dry  either  slowly 
and  naturally,  or  they  are  placed  in  a  room  artificially 
warmed  if  they  are  required  in  a  hurry. 

When  in  condition  all  that  remains  to  be  done  is  to 
paste  or  glue  on  the  outside  labels,  and  with  a  stencil 
brush  mark  the  colours,  etc.,  on  the  box,  "  claro  "  being 
cigars  of  the  lightest  shade,  "  Colorado  claro," 
"  Colorado,"  "  Colorado  maduro,"  on  to  "  maduro," 
which  is  the  darkest. 

A  perfect  cigar  should  appeal  in  a  pleasant  way  to  the 
senses  of  taste,  smell  and  sight  ;  it  should  be  well  made, 
ol  an  attractive  shape,  it  should  burn  freely  and  evenly, 
with  an  agreeable  flavour  and  a  fine  aroma. 
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The  public  demand  at  present  runs  in  favour  of  a 
fine  light  silky  wrapper  burning  with  a  white  ash,  it 
being  thought  that  such  a  cigar  must  be  of  mild 
flavour. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  light  coloured  wrapper  is  little, 
if  any,  indication  of  the  strength  of  the  cigar,  as  a  fine 
silky  wrapper  will  not  exceed  a  twentieth  of  the  entire 
weight  of  the  cigar,  and  the  fillers  may  be  quite  full 
flavoured. 

Other  things  being  equal,  a  well  matured  leaf  of 
medium  colour  is  better  in  flavour  than  the  extremely 
light  ones,  which — being  probably  somewhat  unripe  and 
under  fermented — are  often  bitter. 

To  produce  the  fine,  thin  silky  leaves  so  much  in 
fashion,  a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco  is  grown 
under  the  shade  of  a  cheesecloth  covering,  and  such 
tobacco  is  deprived  of  the  full  benefit  of  the  sun's  rays, 
and  cannot  compare  in  quality  and  aroma  with  one 
grown  under  natural  conditions. 

Some  of  the  finest  light  wrappers  are  grown  in 
Sumatra  and  Borneo,  where  the  climate  and  soil  are 
more  suitable  for  the  growth  of  thin  tobacco  of  but  mild 
flavour,  whereas  the  West  Indian  tobacco,  though  not 
so  smooth,  has  its  flavour  more  developed. 

The  finest  quality  of  Tobacco  for  cigar  purposes  is 
grown  in  the  Vuelto  Abajo  district  of  Cuba,  not  far  from 
the  city  of  Havana,  and  cigars  made  from  this  class 
of  tobacco  have  always  commanded  the  highest  possible 
price. 

With  tobacco  of  equal  quality  and  given  equal  ability 
in  the  workpeople  and  blenders,  cigars  can  be  produced 
as  well  in  one  country  as  another ;  but  as  the  best  tobacco 
is  grown  in  Cuba,  and  the  cigars  made  in  Havana  have 
earned  a  very  great  reputation  and  commanded  the 
highest  prices,  the  Cuban  manufacturer  is  able  to 
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outbid  his  competitors  for  the  best  tobacco,  and  the  very 
finest  cigars  are  made  in  and  around  Havana. 

Of  late  years  a  marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
British  made  cigars  has  taken  place,  and,  undoubtedly, 
at  any  price  within  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  smoker  the 
British  made  cigar  is  now  supreme. 


CHAPTER  VI 

CUT   TOBACCO 

UNDER  the  term  "  cut  tobacco  "  will  be  included  in 
this  article  the  various  kinds  of  tobacco  which  are 
manufactured  and  sold  in  a  form  ready  for  use  in  a  pipe 
or  for  making  into  cigarettes  by  the  consumer,  the 
only  treatment  required  for  use  being,  in  the  case  of 
some  cut-flake  or  bar  tobacco,  to  rub  it  between  the 
hands  in  order  to  loosen  the  compressed  state  in  which 
it  leaves  the  cutting  machine  and  is  packed  for  sale. 

It  may  be  premised  here  that  the  first  stage  in  the 
manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  tobacco  is  practically  the 
same.  Tobacco,  as  imported,  is  tightly  packed  in 
hogsheads  or  bales,  the  leaves  being  fastened  together 
into  small  bundles  or  "  hands  "  by  means  of  a  tobacco 
leaf  twisted  round  the  base  of  the  leaves.  In  this  state 
the  tobacco  is  too  dry  and  brittle  for  manufacture, 
containing  only  12  to  15  per  cent,  of  moisture.  The 
"  hands  "  are  undone,  steamed  or  damped,  and  if  the 
stalk  or  midrib  has  not  been  removed  before  importation, 
it  is  now  stripped  from  the  leaf.  The  stripped  leaves  are 
then  left  in  heaps  or  "  beds  "  for  the  added  moisture  to 
impregnate  it  and  render  the  leaves  supple  and  work- 
able. At  this  stage  the  manufacturer  usually  sprays 
over  it  any  flavouring  or  perfume  which  he  desires  the 
finished  article  to  possess.  It  is  an  open  question 
whether  the  average  consumer  has  any  particular 
fondness  for  a  scented  tobacco,  but  the  use  of  a  flavouring, 
the  composition  of  which  is  known  only  to  the  manu- 
facturer, enables  any  particular  brand  which  from  its 
popularity,  might  otherwise  be  liable  to  imitation  or 
counterfeit,  to  be  ear-marked,  so  to  speak,  and  easily 
identified. 
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The  elementary,  and  probably  the  original  way  of 
manufacturing  cut  tobacco  is,  or  was,  to  then  pass  the 
leaf  through  a  cutting  machine.  This,  in  all  but  small 
and  minor  operations,  contains  a  mechanically  driven 
knife  working  rapidly  a  la  guillotine,  and  capable  of 
being  set  or  gauged  to  cut  the  leaf  coarse  or  fine 
according  to  requirements. 

The  cut  leaf,  in  which  the  moisture  is  somewhat 
in  excess,  is  then  panned  or  stoved,  i.e.,  it  is  spread  out 
on  hot  metal  plates  and,  while  on  them,  continually 
turned  to  prevent  scorching.  Considerable  art  is 
displayed  by  the  operator  at  this  stage,  as  during  the 
panning  the  moisture  is  reduced  to  the  requisite  extent 
and  the  aroma  of  the  tobacco  developed.  After  panning, 
the  tobacco  is  spread  out  thinly  on  trays,  placed  in  tiers, 
where  it  cools  down  to  the  temperature  of  the  air. 

At  the  present  time,  most  imported  tobacco  leaf  pays 
a  duty  of  3s.  8d.  per  lb.,  and  as  the  retail  price  of  the 
cheap  forms  of  tobacco  is  3|d.  per  oz.  or  4s.  8d.  per  lb., 
much  of  the  manufacturer's  and  retailer's  profit  is 
derived  from  the  moisture  imparted  during  manu- 
facture. The  legal  limit  of  moisture  is  32  per  cent., 
and  competition  therefore  prompts  the  trade  to  aim  as 
near  as  safety  allows  at  this  proportion. 

After  the  cut  tobacco  has  cooled,  manufacturers 
who  work  on  a  large  scale  make  analytical  tests  of  each 
batch  to  ensure  that  the  legal  limit  is  not  exceeded. 
Modern  competition  and  fashion  have  produced  varieties 
of  cut  tobacco  which  require  more  complicated  methods 
of  manufacture.  In  order  to  produce  the  compact 
forms  of  flake,  etc.,  the  leaf  from  the  "  beds  "  is  placed 
in  a  box  press  which  can  be  subjected  to  hydraulic 
pressure,  from  which  it  emerges  as  a  hard  slab  about 
1|  inches  thick.  These  slabs  are  cut  into  bars,  and  the 
bars  are  wrapped  by  hand  with  good  sound  leaf  and 
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again  pressed.  This  wrapping  produces  on  the  pressed 
bars  a  smooth  face  which  is  not  disturbed  in  the  process 
of  cutting,  which  cuts  the  bars  into  thin  sections  or 
"  flakes  " — hence  the  grained  or  mottled  appearance 
of  flakes  which  are  packed  in  boxes  or  tins  without  being 
rubbed  up. 

Dark  shags  are  produced  by  moulding  the  loose  leaf 
into  slabs  or  blocks  and  then  subjecting  them  to  a  slight 
baking  before  cutting. 

Cut  cavendish  and  similar  descriptions  of  black  cut 
tobacco  known  by  various  local  names,  such  as  Chester 
Shag,  etc.,  are  manufactured  in  a  similar  manner,  the 
process  of  baking  or  stoving  being  more  prolonged  ; 
and  in  some  cases,  the  iron  plates  between  which  the 
blocks  are  pressed,  are  smeared  with  olive  oil,  which 
assists  the  blackening. 

Bird's-eye  tobacco  owes  its  name  to  the  inclusion  with 
the  leaf  of  a  proportion  of  stalk,  the  fine  sections  of  which 
have  a  fancied  resemblance  to  a  bird's  eye.  Until 
recent  years,  bird's-eye  was,  as  a  rule,  a  comparatively 
high-class  tobacco,  but  the  small  extra  duty  now  levied 
on  stripped  leaf  has  caused  much  larger  quantities  of 
whole  leaf  to  be  imported,  with  the  result  that  stalks 
are  now  rather  too  plentiful  for  the  tobacco  manu- 
facturer's purpose,  and  in  consequence,  cheap  bird's-eye 
at  the'minimum  price  is  now  on  the  market. 

The  variety  known  as  "  Returns  "  was  formerly  a 
fine  cut  pale  yellow  American  leaf,  well  adapted  for 
the  consumer  who  made  his  own  cigarettes.  Recent 
increased  taxation  and  competition  have,  however, 
produced  cheaper  kinds  of  "  Returns,"  containing  an 
admixture  of  China  or  Greek  leaf,  both  of  which  are 
more  easily  combustible,  but  much  inferior  to  American 
leaf. 

Smoking  mixtures  generally  contain  a  proportion  of 
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Perique  or  Latakia,  or  both  ;  Perique  is  considered  the 
strongest  tobacco  of  all.  It  is  grown  in  Louisiana,  and 
to  a  very  small  extent.  It  is  an  almost  black,  very 
moist  leaf,  as  imported,  and  is  grown  in  damp,  marshy 
land.  Latakia  is  grown  in  Asia  Minor  and  is  a  small 
variety  of  the  tobacco  plant,  being  only  a  few  inches  in 
length.  In  manufacture,  the  whole  plant  above  ground 
is  employed.  Its  characteristic  flavour  is  said  to  be  due 
to  the  fuel — dried  camel  dung — used  in  curing  it.  Both 
it  and  Perique  are  too  strong  to  be  used  alone,  indeed, 
a  pipeful  of  either  would  produce  for  the  average  seasoned 
smoker  all  the  symptoms  of  a  youth's  first  cigar. 
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ROLL,     CAKE,     TWIST,     ETC. 

THESE  varieties  of  manufactured  tobacco  are  stronger 
in  flavour  than  most  cut  tobaccos.  As  sold,  they  are 
adaptable  for  chewing,  and  thus  are  a  useful  solace  to 
the  consumer  who,  for  reasons  of  safety  or  discipline, 
is  precluded  from  enjoying  a  smoke.  In  order  to  smoke 
them  they  require  to  be  cut  and  rubbed  up. 

Roll,  twist,  pigtail,  etc.,  are  manufactured  in  the 
following  manner  :  the  leaf  having  been  alreidy 
liquored  and  rendered  pliable,  is  sorted  by  separating 
the  largest  and  sound  leaves  from  the  torn  or  broken 
ones.  These  become,  respectively,  wrappers  and  fillers. 
They  are  next  converted  by  the  operatives  into  coils  or 
ropes  with  the  aid,  generally,  of  a  spinning  machine, 
the  fillers  forming  the  inside,  and  the  wrappers  the 
outside  of  the  coil.  As  the  coil  leaves  the  hands  of  the 
workers  it  is  drawn  into  the  machine,  which  imparts 
to  it  a  spiral  motion,  and  as  far  as  possible  a  smooth, 
unbroken  surface,  and  coils  it  on  a  reel.  At  this,  the 
spinning  stage,  olive  oil  is  used  on  the  leaf  if  it  is  intended 
that  the  finished  article  shall  be  black.  The  art  of  the 
spinner  consists  in  producing  a  spun  coil  of  uniform 
diameter.  This  varies  from  J  inch  or  less  for  thin  pigtail 
up  to  that  of  the  thickest  roll,  which  may  be  about  two 
inches.  The  reels  are  next  conveyed  to  other  workers 
who  prepare  the  spun  leaf  for  the  press.  If  it  is  intended 
to  make  nailrod  or  any  other  straight  form  of  hard 
tobacco,  the  coil  is  simply  cut  into  lengths  which  are 
packed  in  parallel,  in  box  presses,  oiled  paper  being 
placed  between  the  layers  to  prevent  them  from  sticking 
together,  so  that  when  ready  for  sale  they  can  be 
separated  without  tearing  the  wrapper  or  face. 

If  Roll  is  to  be  made,  the  operative,  with  the  aid  of 
a  small  hand  machine,  coils  the  spun  leaf  spirally  to  the 
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extent  required  by  the  intended  thickness  of  the  roll. 
Another  layer  is  then  wound  -over  this,  and  so  on, 
increasing  the  diameter  of  the  roll  till  the  final  size  and 
weight  are  attained.  These  rolls  vary  from  pigtails 
at  1  Ib.  up  to  rolls  of  about  30  Ibs.  The  coils  or  layers 
are  held  together  with  strips  of  bass  and  wooden  pegs, 
and  each  layer  is  brushed  or  rubbed  with  olive  oil  to 
prevent  sticking.  When  the  required  size  is  reached, 
the  roll  is  wrapped  in  canvas,  and  tightly  and  closely 
bound  round  with  stout  cord  to  prevent  bursting. 

"  Target  "  is  made  by  coiling  the.  spun  tobacco  into 
one  layer,  each  target  being  separated  from  the  next 
by  a  layer  of  oiled  paper  or  canvas,  and  an  iron  plate, 
for  the  baking  and  pressing  stages. 

The  rolls,  etc.,  are  next  baked  for  a  few  hours,  after 
which  they  are  placed  in  strong  presses  where  they 
remain  for  a  few  days  or  perhaps  two  or  three  weeks, 
according  to  demand.  Oil,  heat  and  pressure  are  the 
three  factors  which,  jointly,  have  the  greatest  effect  in 
producing  a  good  black,  hard  roll,  with  a  nice  glossy 
surface.  If  blackness  is  not  required,  oil  or  heat,  or 
both  are  omitted.  Thus,  pressed  brown  roll  may  be 
merely  pressed  after  making  up,  while  what  is  known 
as  "  Newcastle  Brown  "  is  simply  coiled  (spun)  and 
pegged  into  spherical  rolls  and  sold  in  the  same  condition 
as  when  spun. 

Other  forms  of  hard  tobacco  are  plug,  bar,  cake,  etc. 
These  are  made  by  moulding  loose  leaf  in  metal  frames, 
subjecting  it  to  hydraulic  pressure,  facing  the  block 
with  sound  leaf  and  again  pressing ;  or  the  facing  is 
performed  on  sections  produced  by  cutting  larger  blocks 
of  pressed  leaf  into  the  required  size  and  shape.  Some- 
times the  final  pressing  is  carried  out  with  metal  plates 
which  impress  the  name  of  the  brand  on  the  finished 
article. 


CHAPTER  VIII 

VIRGINIAN    CIGARETTES 

IT  is  probably  a  fact  in  recent  years  that  with  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  cigarettes  consumed, 
the  number  made  by  consumers  themselves  has  greatly 
diminished.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  advent  of 
the  cigarette-making  machine.  One  of  the  first ,  exhibited 
at  Olympia,  London,  rather  more  than  twenty-five  years 
ago,  proved  an  interesting  exhibition. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  machine  has  to  any  extent 
displaced  hand-made  cigarettes.  It  has  rather  popu- 
larised cigarettes  among  classes  who  formerly  did  not 
smoke  at  all,  or,  if  they  did,  used  the  pipe,  e.g.,  women, 
adolescents  and  working  men.  The  demand  for  hand- 
made cigarettes  is  still  very  large  and  many  factories 
employ  scores  of  women  and  girls  in  this  branch  of 
tobacco  manufacture. 

Most  of  the  tobacco  used  in  cigarettes  is  light  Virginia 
leaf  of  various  qualities. 

The  process  of  manufacture  is  the  simplest  one  in  the 
trade.  The  leaf  having  been  slightly  damped  to  render 
it  pliable  is  stripped  of  its  stalk  or  midrib,  in  the  case  of 
American  leaf  (Turkish  leaf  is  too  small  to  need  stripping) 
and  is  passed  through  a  cutting  machine,  which  is  set  to 
cut  it  fine.  The  cut  tobacco  is  then  lightly  panned  or 
stoved  to  remove  excessive  moisture  and  bring  out  its 
aroma.  It  has  only  then  to  be  covered  with  paper  and 
packed. 

In  making  hand-made  cigarettes,  the  paper,  contrary 
to  the  method  of  the  amateur  maker  or  consumer, 
is  rolled,  and  the  edge  stuck  down  or  crimped,  before  it 
is  filled  with  tobacco.  The  operative  rolls  the  tobacco 
in  a  small  piece  of  parchment,  inserts  the  end  of  the 
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rolled  parchment  in  the  end  of  the  prepared  paper 
sheath,  or  "  spill  "  as  it  is  termed  in  the  trade,  and 
pushes  the  tobacco  from  one  into  the  other  with  a  pencil- 
shaped  stick.  This  gives  the  cigarette  a  little  too  much 
tobacco,  the  excess  protruding  at  each  end  being  cut 
off  with  scissors.  If  the  cigarette  is  to  be  tipped  with 
cork  or  gold  leaf,  the  tip  has  to  be  stuck  on  afterwards 
by  hand  also,  so  that  it  can  easily  be  imagined  what 
deftness  of  hands  and  fingers  the  makers  possess.  The 
spills  are  of  course  made  beforehand  in  quantity,  either 
by  hand  or  by  a  machine,  or  in  some  cases,  obtained 
ready-made  from  the  paper  makers. 

As  for  the  cigarette-making  machine,  a  full  description 
of  it  here  would  be  too  technical,  and  a  picture  of  it 
too  vague  to  convey  a  clear  idea  of  this  remarkable 
labour-saving  device.  The  paper  is  obtained  rolled  in 
discs,  the  thickness  being  the  width  of  the  paper,  and  of 
about  a  foot  in  diameter.  Each  disc  contains  about  a 
mile  of  paper.  A  spindle  on  the  machine  holds  the 
discs.  The  paper,  as  it  is  unrolled  by  the  mechanism 
is  met  by  the  tobacco  which  is  fed  into  the  machine, 
rolled  sideways  and  stuck  at  the  edge,  producing  as 
it  were,  one  interminable  cigarette.  At  the  discharge 
end  of  the  machine,  a  small  guillotine  knife  cuts  it  with 
almost  invisible  rapidity  into  even  lengths,  which  are 
the  finished  article,  at  the  rate  of  as  many  as  550  per 
minute  in  the  latest  and  fastest  machines  when  running  in 
good  order.  One  remarkable  feature  of  the  machine  is 
that  the  name,  etc.,  on  the  cigarette  is  printed  by  a 
small  stamp  on  the  paper  as  it  is  unrolled  from  the  disc, 
the  stamp  being  so  geared  with  the  machine  that  the 
imprint  is  always  in  the  middle  of  the  cigarette.  Only 
two  or  three  persons  are  necessary  to  each  machine  ; 
one  to  watch  the  feed,  and  see  that  the  tobacco  is  free 
from  stray  incumbrances,  such  as  nails,  hairpins,  etc., 
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which  might  dislocate  the  machine.  Sometimes  the 
machine  is  self-feeding,  and  a  magnet  is  adapted  for  this 
purpose.  The  real  attendant  on  the  machine  is  a  man 
who  watches  to  see  that  it  works  smoothly  ;  while  this 
is  the  case  his  principal  function  is  to  stand  by  and 
touch  the  knife  occasionally  with  a  small  hone,  in  order 
to  preserve  its  edge.  As  the  cigarettes  fall  out  at  the 
end,  a  girl  stacks  them  in  trays  ready  for  packing, 
watching  at  the  same  time  for  imperfect  ones.  It  will 
easily  be  understood  that  such  a  machine  will  only 
produce  cigarettes  which  will  pass  when  working  with 
perfect  smoothness.  In  starting  and  finishing,  or  at 
any  time  from  some  minute  cause,  several  feet  of  broken 
or  imperfect  "  cigarette  "  may  be  produced.  Though 
these  rejected  portions  amount  to  an  extremely  small 
fraction  of  the  total  output  they  find  work  for  a  special 
machine  which  separates  the  tobacco  from  the  paper 
so  that  the  former  can  be  used  again. 

The  variety  of  machines  in  a  large  cigarette  factory 
would  much  interest  a  visitor.  One  makes  "  spills  " 
for  hand-made  cigarettes  ;  another  the  little  covers  for 
five  or  ten  cigarettes.  Another  kind  of  machine  cuts 
out  covers  from  thin  cardboard,  "  counts  "  out  ten 
cigarettes,  adds  two  or  three  holders  or  mouthpieces 
made  of  quill  and  cardboard,  and  delivers  the  packet 
closed  and  complete. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  recent  new  method 
of  producing  pipe  tobacco,  i.e.,  in  cartridges,  consists 
in  making  a  huge  cigarette,  so  to  speak,  and  cutting  it 
into  four — each  fourth  constituting  a  cartridge.  Based 
on  the  Census  of  Production  for  1907  the  output  of 
Virginian  cigarettes  is  25,000,000  Ibs. 


CHAPTER   IX 

THE   TURKISH   CIGARETTE 

THERE  are  comparatively  few  spots  on  this  globe 
where  nature  has  put  forth  her  very  best  efforts  to  grow 
tobacco,  and  one  of  these  favoured  sun-kissed  places 
is  the  land  of  the  peach  and  plum.  Just  as  the  Vuelto- 
Abajo  produces  the  world-renowned  tobacco  for  the 
cigar,  so  the  mountainous  districts  of  Macedonia  bring 
forth  the  richly-prized  tobacco  for  the  cigarette.  Pro- 
fessors may  talk,  chemists  may  test,  farmers  may  plant, 
but  no  tobacco  ever  can  be  grown  that  is  equal  to  the 
modest  little  plant  culled  by  the  peasants  of  the  Levant. 
It  is  a  desideratum  that  in  all  tobacco  culture  there 
must  be  a  happy  conjunction  of  natural  circumstances 
in  the  workshop  of  Nature  to  produce  the  finest  product. 
The  failure  of  one  of  these  dovetailing  forces  simply 
means  missing  the  acme  of  perfection  as  surely  as  the 
tiniest  speck  on  the  petal  impeaches  the  absolute  beauty 
of  the  rose.  Too  much  or  little  sun  at  the  eventful 
moment,  an  adventitious  shower  or  inopportune  wind 
bruising  the  delicate  tissues  of  a  highly-matured  plant, 
a  capricious  variation  of  atmospheric  conditions  just 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  unfolding  of  the  fullest  luxuri- 
ance of  the  aromatic  herb — these  are  factors  against 
which  man  can  but  pray,  but  whose  absence  results  in  an 
unimpeachable  faultlessness  and  success.  Such  Turkish 
tobacco  in  its  purity,  fragrance  and  sweetness,  possesses 
that  subtle  and  delicious  aroma  that  places  it  like  a 
god  amongst  men.  Cigarettes  made  of  this  enchanting 
herb  have  no  rival.  They  stand  on  the  topmost  pinnacle 
—incomparable  and  alone. 

In  this  word-painting  of  the  excellence  of  the  Turkish 
cigarette  it  is  an  outrage  on  taste  to  smirch  beauty  by 

73 


74  TOBACCO 

reference  to  commoner  kinds.  Hence  the  foregoing 
paragraph  is  left  on  its  own  easel,  and  a  second  com- 
menced with  some  clouds  on  the  horizon  to  give  warning 
to  the  heedful  that  the  sky  has  its  clouds  and  the  sea  its 
phases.  There  is  an  old  familiar  adage  that  "  All  is  not 
gold  that  glitters,"  and  the  same  is  true  of  tobacco  grown 
in  Turkey.  There  is  Turkish  tobacco  and  Turkish 
tobacco,  and  there  is  as  much  difference  between  the  two 
as  there  is  between  the  noble  and  the  peasant.  Tobacco 
differs  like  children,  and  until  these  children  are  brought 
into  one  family  circle,  they  will  continue  to  exhibit  the 
different  characteristics  habitual  to  each  individual. 
In  other  words,  the  Turkish  leaf  requires  to  be  mixed 
and  blended  before  the  ideal  Turkish  cigarette  can  be 
produced.  There  are  some  children  too  wayward  and 
uncouth  for  any  teacher  to  train,  and  there  are  some 
varieties  of  tobacco  grown  in  Turkey  that  would  disgrace 
a  dunghill.  To  select  the  good  from  the  bad,  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  characteristics  of  leaf  on  this 
farm  and  leaf  on  that,  to  know  the  indigenous  flavour 
of  the  plant  when  grown  on  this  slope  and  when  planted 
on  that  flat — and  to  blend  so  as  to  produce  the  desired 
aroma,  just  as  a  statistician  can  cast  a  sum — these  are 
niceties  requiring  personal  supervision  and  long-trained 
expert  experience.  There  may  be  said  to  be  three 
varieties  of  Turkish  tobacco  : — North  Asia  Minor 
(Samsoun  and  Trebizonde  districts),  South  Asia  Minor 
(Smyrna  Ayoussolouk  varieties),  Turkey  in  Europe 
(Macedonian- Yenidj eh,  Cavalla,  etc.). 

Of  the  cigarette  leaf  the  best  qualities  come  from 
Mahalla,  in  Macedonia,  and  are  shipped  from  Cavalla, 
the  port  of  Macedonia.  Another  fine  cigarette  leaf 
comes  from  Samsoun,  on  the  Black  Sea.  Below  these  in 
quality  is  the  leaf  from  Thessaly,  Greece,  Bosnia,  Servia, 
Roumania,  the  Crimea,  and  the  Caucasus.  When  the 
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best  grade  of  leaf  is  assorted  and  the  imperfect  ones 
thrown  out,  that  which  remains  is  known  as  Dubec",  a 
word  often  used  incorrectly  by  most  people  to  indicate 
a  place  instead  of  a  quality  or  selection. 

Cavalla  varieties  are  packed  by  placing  the  leaves 
together  very  much  as  cards  are  placed  in  a  pack,  only 
those  of  the  same  length  being  employed  in  the  same 
layer.  As  the  finest  leaf  is  the  top  one  on  the  stalk,  and 
therefore  the  smallest,  this  length  becomes  a  basis  of 
classification.  Six  lengths  are  recognised,  which  give 
just  so  many  classes. 

The  Samsoun  leaf  is  packed  in  little  bundles  of  twelve 
and  fifteen,  which  are  fastened  together,  and  these 
bundles  form  the  units  of  the  layer.  In  the  after 
process  of  packing,  the  two  grades  follow  the  same 
course.  With  the  Cavalla  the  packed  leaves  are  as- 
sembled with  their  stems  vertical,  and  are  formed  into 
an  elliptical  layer  about  2  feet  long  and  5  inches  in 
diameter.  This  makes  the  depth — which  is,  of  course, 
the  length  of  the  leaf — 2  inches.  With  the  Samsoun 
variety  the  little  bundles  are  brought  together  in  the 
same  way,  and  are  formed  into  a  similar  ellipse,  but 
considerably  deeper  than  the  Cavalla.  The  result  of  this 
is  seen  in  inspecting  the  leaf.  When  opening  a  bale  of 
Cavalla  and  separating  a  layer,  each  leaf  may  be  removed 
separately  without  disturbing  the  rest  ;  but  with  the 
Samsoun,  the  layer  breaks  into  the  little  bundles  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  already  described. 

In  flat  bales,  made  up  of  parallel  layers,  the  tobacco 
reaches  London.  Large  quantities  go  to  Egypt  to  be 
made  into  "  Egyptian  "  cigarettes.  To  the  inexpert 
eye  all  the  bales  seem  about  the  same  ;  but  if  they  were 
made  into  cigarettes  without  any  further  treatment, 
the  result  would  be  startling.  Some  would  burn  well, 
and  others  badly ;  some  would  be  flat  and  insipid, 
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others  too  aromatic  ;  some  would  have  no  effect  upon 
the  smoker,  while  others  would  act  as  a  nervine.  Here 
comes  in  the  skill  of  the  blender.  With  trained  eye  and 
nostril,  he  recognises  the  quality  of  each  leaf  and  makes 
a  mixture  of  several  varieties,  which  gives  a  perfectly 
uniform  cigarette. 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  the  finest  leaf 
is  the  top  one  on  the  stalk,  and  no  one  knows  this 
better  than  the  peasants  employed  on  tobacco  farms  and 
warehouses  in  Macedonia.  If  not  carefully  supervised 
these  leaves  will  be  abstracted  for  "  home  consumption," 
special  watch  has  to  be  maintained  to  prevent  what 
would  otherwise  be  an  irreparable  loss.  Throughout 
the  big  hotels  and  shops  of  London  and  the  provinces  the 
English  made  Turkish  cigarettes  are  noted,  and  many 
of  the  hotels  on  the  Continent,  despite  the  high  tariffs 
erected  against  these  luxuries,  will  have  no  other  kind. 

The  leaves  being  so  small  there  is  no  need  to  deprive 
them  of  their  midribs.  They  are  cut  either  by  hand  or 
by  machinery.  Hand  labour  is  a  distinctive  feature  in  the 
making  of  Turkish  cigarettes.  The  blending  process  is  an 
interesting  sight  :  the  operator  selects  handfuls  from 
baskets  containing  the  various  kinds  of  leaf  and  showers 
them  on  to  the  floor  in  order  to  secure  as  thorough  a 
mixture  as  is  possible.  A  slight  quantity  of  water  is 
sprinkled  upon  the  mass  of  fallen  leaves,  just  sufficient 
to  produce  pliability  and  the  heap  is  left  all  night. 
By  the  following  morning  the  dry  leaves  have  absorbed 
the  water  sprinkling,  and  so  become  pliable,  and  the 
whole  is  ready  for  the  cutting  machine.  No  heat  is 
employed  as  in  the  case  of  Virginian  tobacco,  otherwise 
the  delicate  aroma  of  a  Turkish  leaf  would  be  lost.  The 
method  of  manufacture  follows  that  already  given  under 
Virginian  cigarettes.  In  1910,  the  quantity  of  leaf 
imported  from  Turkey  was  4,500,000  Ibs. 


CHAPTER  X 

CAVENDISH    AND    NEGROHEAD 

THERE  are  two  kinds  of  tobacco  manufactories,  viz., 
Excise  factories  and  Bonded  factories.  In  the  former, 
only  tobacco  on  which  duty  has  been  paid  is  allowed  to 
be  manufactured,  and  the  premises  are  subject  to  Excise 
survey  and  restrictions.  In  the  latter,  tobacco  is 
received  duty-free,  and  duty  is  only  paid  on  the  manu- 
factured goods  sent  out  for  home  consumption. 
Bonded  warehouses  are  usually  under  customs  super- 
vision, and  officers  are  constantly  in  attendance  while 
manufacturing  operations  are  in  progress,  and  where 
such  warehouses  are  of  considerable  extent,  and  oper- 
ations are  carried  on  daily,  the  premises  are  never  left 
day  or  night. 

A  bonded  warehouse  in  which  Cavendish  or  Negrohead 
is  manufactured  must  be  constructed  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  warehousing  code. 
It  must  be  built  of  stone,  brick,  or  concrete,  and  the 
windows  must  be  secured  by  iron  bars,  fixed  at  regular 
intervals  outside,  and  strongly  embedded  in  the  stone 
or  brick  work.  Doors  must  be  strongly  built,  and  so 
fixed  that  they  cannot  be  lifted  from  their  hinges. 
Gauze  must  be  fixed  over  windows  required  to  be  open 
for  ventilation,  shutters  must  be  provided  to  certain 
windows,  and  chimneys  must  be  secured  by  iron  bars 
placed  across  them.  Further,  the  bonded  manu- 
facturer must  give  bond  to  the  Crown  in  a  sum  sufficient 
to  cover  any  loss  by  robbery  or  fraud ;  proper  office 
accommodation  for  the  Revenue  officials  must  be 
provided,  and  the  bonded  warehouse  must  be  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise  before  it  can  be 
used. 
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The  original  act  allowing  the  manufacture  of  tobacco 
in  bond  is  the  Manufactured  Tobacco  Act,  1863,  applying 
to  Customs  warehouses,  and  this  was  extended  by  the 
Revenue  Act,  1898,  to  Excise  warehouses.  The  former 
Act  was  one  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  legislative  achievements, 
and  simple  though  it  may  seem,  it  clearly  draws  a  line 
between  tobacco  manufactured  in  bonded  warehouses 
duty-free,  and  that  manufactured  in  Excise  factories, 
by  the  simple  expedient  of  adding  sugar  to  that  made 
in  bond.  This  sweetening  matter  is  added  to  the 
tobacco  in  the  form  of  a  solution,  but  only  a  very  small 
percentage  is  required.  All  tobacco  so  treated  is  termed 
Cavendish  or  Negrohead,  whatever  it  may  be,  be  it 
cigars,  cigarettes,  cake  or  cut  tobacco.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  here  that  Cavendish  is  so  named  after  the  great 
admiral  of  that  name  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
He  first  devised  sweetened  tobacco,  and  introduced 
it  into  this  country. 

The  casual  visitor  to  a  bonded  tobacco  factory  would 
soon  note  the  difference  from  an  Excise  tobacco  factory. 
He  would  observe  the  officers  in  attendance,  the  secure 
manner  in  which  the  warehouse  is  built,  and  he  would 
further  note  the  duty  compartment,  and  the  place 
provided  for  storing  the  spirits  and  sugar  used  in  manu- 
facture. This  duty  compartment  is  built  from  the 
warehouse  floor  to  the  ceiling,  and  is  like  a  warehouse 
within  a  warehouse.  Any  Cavendish  intended  for  home 
consumption  must  be  labelled  and  packed  in  this  com- 
partment under  official  supervision,  the  labels  being 
supplied  by  the  Revenue  officers  after  the  duty  has  been 
paid.  The  spirits  and  sugar  used  for  flavouring  or 
sweetening  must  be  stored  in  an  approved  and  secure 
compartment,  and  used  and  accounted  for  in  the  presence 
of  an  official. 

The  process  of  manufacture  follows  very  much  the 
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lines  on  which  it  is  carried  on  in  an  Excise  factory.  The 
tobacco  is  usually  received  in  hogsheads,  and  these  are 
weighed  on  receipt.  The  leaf  is  steamed  that  it  may 
open  easily  ;  if  unstemmed  it  undergoes  the  stripping 
process  or  removal  of  the  midrib  ;  if  stemmed,  this 
stripping  is  of  course  unnecessary.  The  tobacco  is  next 
wetted  down,  and  it  is  here  that  the  sugar  or  sweetening 
matter  is  added.  The  leaf  if  intended  for  cut  or  cigarette 
tobacco  is  next  cut  with  a  knife  by  machinery,  and 
subsequently  more  or  less  "  stoved  "  or  heated  over  a 
hot  plate.  If  intended  for  capstan  or  navy  cut  it  is 
pressed  into  flat  cakes  by  means  of  hydraulic  presses. 
These  cakes  are  subsequently  flaked  by  a  knife  machine. 
The  real  Cavendish  or  Negrohead  (the  latter  so  called 
from  its  blackness)  is  made  from  Virginia  leaf  which  has 
been  treated  by  steaming  or  sweating  in  order  to  darken 
it.  It  is  then  placed  in  long  moulds  something  like 
gridirons  in  appearance,  and  pressed  into  cakes  or  bars. 
The  Cavendish  is  flat,  while  the  Negrohead  is  twisted. 
The  darker  kinds  are  cooked  in  hot  presses  to  produce 
colour  and  flavour. 

All  these  various  processes  take  place  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Revenue  officials.  Various  accounts 
are  kept  both  by  the  trader  and  the  officers.  When 
Cavendish  is  intended  for  home  consumption  the 
required  amount  on  which  duty  has  been  paid,  is  weighed 
out,  removed  to  the  duty  compartment,  and  labelled 
in  the  officer's  presence.  The  labels  must  be  so  wrapped 
round  each  packet,  that  the  packet  cannot  be  opened 
without  destroying  the  wrapper.  When  labelled  the 
packets  must  be  sent  out  from  the  factory  forthwith. 
These  precautions  are  necessary  to  prevent  fraud  on  the 
Revenue. 

For  exportation,  the  trader  may  pack  the  tobacco 
as  he  thinks  fit,  but  always  under  Revenue  supervision, 
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If  made  up  into  packets,  a  fair  number  of  the  empty 
packets  or  boxes  are  weighed  and  duly  averaged.  The 
cases  are  also  tared  and  from  these  data  the  officer 
subsequently  obtains  the  net  weight  of  the  tobacco  in 
each  case  after  he  has  taken  the  gross  weight  of  the 
packed  case  or  cases.  The  cases  are  then  sealed  with 
the  crown  seal.  Cigarettes,  and  cigars  are  tared  and 
averaged  in  a  similar  manner,  viz.,  so  many  cigarettes 
to  the  ounce,  and  so  many  cigars  to  the  pound.  Cases 
for  exportation  are  all  marked  with  a  progressive  number, 
and  also  their  gross  and  net  weights. 

Waste,  refuse,  and  stalks  from  a  bonded  factory  may 
be  destroyed  or  removed  to  a  nicotine  factory,  or 
exported  as  offal  snuff.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
various  accounts  kept,  and  by  means  of  these  a  complete 
record  of  the  traders'  operations  and  stock  are  obtained. 
An  annual  stock-taking  is  carried  out  by  the  Revenue 
officials,  and  a  reasonable  allowance  is  made  for  waste 
in  the  course  of  manufacture.  Samples  are  taken  in 
the  duty  compartment  to  see  that  the  trader  keeps 
within  the  moisture  limit,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
moisture  is  low,  and  averages  little  over  20  per  cent. 
It  will  be  seen  from  all  the  precautions  taken,  there  is 
little  likelihood  of  any  leakage  of  Revenue  in  a  bonded 
tobacco  factory. 


CHAPTER  XI 

SNUFF 

A  FRIAR  named  Romano  Pane,  who  went  with  Christo- 
pher Columbus  on  one  of  his  voyages  to  America,  was 
responsible  for  the  introduction  of  tobacco  into  Europe. 
He  observed  that  the  Indians  snuffed  tobacco,  reduced  to 
powder,  through  a  long  cane.  He  brought  tobacco  to 
Europe,  and  it  was  first  used  in  the  form  of  snuff  by 
kings  and  princes.  Its  medicinal  properties  were 
greatly  admired  and  largely  advertised,  and  thus  snuff- 
taking  became  so  popular  on  the  Continent,  that  its  use 
in  churches  was  prohibited. 

In  early  days  each  snuff-taker  manufactured  his  own 
snuff.  He  carried  a  round  box,  containing  a  carotte, 
or  small  roll  of  tobacco,  a  kind  of  nutmeg-grater,  and  a 
small  shovel.  With  these  implements  he  made  his  own 
snuff,  and  took  it  when  required.  Snuff  so  made  was 
called  tabac  rape,  hence  the  name  rappee  applied 
nowadays  to  black  snuff. 

The  practice  of  snuff-taking  spread  from  the  Continent 
to  these  islands.  Tobacco  was  smoked  in  England, 
but  taken  as  snuff  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  practice 
ultimately  spread  to  England,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  it  had  become  the  fashion. 
Ladies  took  snuff,  and  gentlemen  of  the  period  carried 
most  elegant  snuff-boxes.  In  the  time  of  George  IV, 
snuff  had  become  a  most  expensive  luxury,  and  it  was 
served  up  according  to  the  time  of  day. 

At  this  period  it  became  a  mixed  commodity.  The 
powdered  tobacco  was  coloured  and  then  perfumed 
by  the  admixture  of  various  scents.  It  is  curious  to 
note  that,  amongst  the  snuffs  of  that  day  were  such 
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varieties  as  Scotch,  Taddy's  and  Prince's  Mixture, 
varieties  which  remain  to  the  present  day.  Another 
variety  discovered  by  accident,  was  known  as  Lundy 
Foot.  This  was  the  result  of  a  Dublin  fire,  the  tobacco 
accidentally  burned  being  subsequently  sold  and  taken 
as  snuff. 

Snuffs  of  to-day  are  of  two  kinds,  i.e.,  dry  or  moist, 
Moist  snuffs  are  made  from  leaves,  stalks  and  smalls, 
while  dry  snuffs  are  manufactured  principally  from 
stalks  of  tobacco.  Of  moist  varieties  we  have  Prince's 
Mixture,  and  Rappee,  and  of  dry  snuffs  we  have  Scotch 
and  high-dried.  Wilson's  S.P.  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
famous  snuff  of  to-day  in  the  dry  class,  and  Prince's 
Mixture  in  the  wet  class. 

In  the  manufacture  of  moist  snuffs  of  the  Rappee 
variety  the  stalks,  leaves,  etc.,  are  placed  in  a  heap  in  a 
square  wooden  bin.  Water  is  added,  together  with  a 
salt  solution,  the  limits  of  the  latter  being  strictly  fixed 
by  law,  and  the  whole  mass  is  left  to  ferment  for  several 
weeks.  A  long  thermometer  with  a  wooden  handle  is 
thrust  into  the  centre  of  the  mass,  and  the  rising  tem- 
perature is  continuously  noted  as  fermentation  pro- 
gresses. It  is  curious  to  smell  the  pungent  odour  of  a 
snuff  "  cure "  as  it  is  called,  the  strong  ammoniacal 
smell  prevailing  as  the  cure  proceeds,  brings  tears  to 
the  eyes.  The  mass  is  turned  occasionally  to  prevent 
its  becoming  charred,  and  the  temperature,  usually 
starting  about  90°  F.,  must  not  be  allowed  to  rise  above 
130°  F.  The  "  cure  "  is  removed  at  the  end  of  three  to 
six  weeks,  according  to  the  rate  of  fermentation  and 
subsequently  ground  in  a  mill,  and  finally  perfumed. 

In  manufacturing  Welsh,  Scotch,  or  Irish  snuff,  all  of 
which  are  known  as  "  Dry  snuffs,"  the  stalks  are  wetted 
either  with  water  or  an  alkaline  solution  and  fermented 
in  bins,  If  Welsh  snuff  is  required,  the  mass  is  partially 
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burned  or  "  toasted "  in  a  special  furnace.  When 
Scotch  snuff  is  required  the  materials  are  ground  without 
toasting,  immediately  after  fermentation  is  completed. 
The  Scotch  varieties  are  usually  scented,  but  high-dried 
varieties  such  as  Irish  and  Welsh  are  not  scented. 

Certain  ingredients  only  are  allowed  in  snuff  manu- 
facture. Lime,  added  as  lime  water  to  Welsh  or  Irish 
snuff,  must  not  exceed  1  per  cent.  The  total  of  lime  and 
magnesia  must  not  exceed  13  per  cent.  The  total 
alkaline  salts  (i.e.,  salts  which  in  solution,  turn  red 
litmus  paper  blue)  and  in  which  the  carbonates,  chlorides, 
and  sulphates  of  Potassium  and  Sodium,  and  the 
Carbonate  of  Ammonium  are  included,  must  not  exceed 
26  per  cent. 

In  addition,  certain  oils  are  allowed  for  scenting 
purposes.  These  essential  oils  consist  of  such  spices,  etc. , 
as  cinnamon  and  cassia,  cloves,  otto  of  roses,  lavender, 
bergamot,  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  and  other  scented 
barks  and  extracts  dissolved  in  spirits.  These  essential 
oils  are  added  to  snuffs  according  to  variety  and  flavour, 
and  their  proportion  is  usually  a  trade  secret  known 
only  to  the  manufacturer.  Tonquin  beans  are  also 
allowed  for  scenting  purposes  in  snuff. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  there  is  much  waste  in 
tobacco  manufacture.  This  waste  consisting  of  stalks, 
shorts,  smalls,  and  other  refuse  such  as  returns,  is 
deposited  by  the  manufacturer  in  the  King's  warehouse, 
and  the  duty  (called  drawback)  repaid  thereon  according 
to  the  standard  fixed  as  regards  organic  and  mineral 
matter.  This  waste  is  known  as  offal,  and  when  ground 
for  deposit  is  termed  offal  snuff.  This  snuff  is  used  for 
making  sheepwash,  horticultural  fumigant,  etc.,  accord- 
ing to  certain  prescribed  regulations.  All  snuff  exported 
or  deposited  in  the  King's  warehouse,  and  on  which 
drawback  is  claimed,  is  sampled  by  the  Customs  officials, 
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and  analytically  examined  in  the  Government  Labora- 
tory. The  payment  of  drawback  follows  the  certificate 
of  analysis,  according  to  the  standard  above  mentioned. 
In  bygone  days  snuff  was  largely  adulterated.  Dye, 
wood,  starch,  valonia,  bog-moss,  and  other  adulterants 
were  introduced  according  to  the  variety  of  snuff. 
A  rigid  enforcement  of  the  tobacco  laws  has  gradually 
stamped  out  these  forms  of  adulterations,  and  the 
snuffs  of  to-day  are  pure  and  wholesome.  The  practice 
of  snuff-taking  is,  however,  at  a  very  low  ebb  nowa- 
days, and  the  habits  of  a  century  ago  seem  quaint 
to  our  reading.  The  man  who  carries  a  snuff-box  now 
is  the  exception,  not  the  rule,  and  a  preacher  who 
paused  in  the  sermon  to  take  snuff  would  excite  public 
comment.  Indeed  a  snuff-taker  may  be  said  now  to 
be  almost  a  rara  avis,  and  snuff-taking  well  nigh 
extinct. 


CHAPTER  XII 

THE  TALE  OF  THE  FIGURES 

IMPORTS 
-   (A). — UNMANUFACTURED 

PRACTICALLY  speaking,  the  tobacco  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom  has  all  its  eggs  in  one  basket.  That  basket 
belongs  to  Uncle  Sam.  This  is  seen  in  a  glance  at  the 
imports  of  raw  tobacco  and  their  source.  Thus  in  the 
calendar  year  1911,  104,329,000  Ibs.  came  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  14,541,000  Ibs.  from 
other  countries.  This  pre-eminence  of  the  United  States 
has  been  enjoyed  ever  since  the  discovery  of  tobacco 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  It  is  the  staple  leaf,  all  others 
used  for  pipe  and  cigarette  smoking  being  known  as 
"  substitutes."  The  American  unmanufactured  tobacco 
consists  of  Virginian  and  Western  leaf — the  former  being 
grown  near  the  eastern  coast  and  the  latter  more  inland. 
There  are  dark  and  bright  Virginia  leaf  produced 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  used  for  cigarettes 
and  making  light-coloured  mixtures.  The  bulk 
of  the  tobacco  grown  for  pipe  smoking  comes 
from  the  region  of  the  old  belt — Kentucky,  Tennesse — 
and  is  known  as  Western  leaf.  British  cigar  manu- 
facturers get  seed  leaf  from  the  United  States,  the  seed 
being  brought  annually  from  Cuba.  There  are  no  avail- 
able figures  published  showing  particulars  of  each  kind 
imported.  The  "  substitutes  "  come  from  Java,  Japan, 
China,  and  other  places,  as  shown  in  table  below. 
Leaf  used  for  making  British  cigars  consists  of  Sumatra, 
Borneo,  and  Havana.  It  also  comes  from  South 
America.  The  Turkish  cigarette  manufacturer  imports 
leaf  from  Turkey — both  European  and  Asiatic — and 
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Greece.  Some  is  transhipped  from  Egypt,  but  little  or 
no  tobacco  is  grown  in  that  country.  Ports  like  Bremen 
and  Amsterdam  are  tobacco  depots,  hence  the  large 
quantities  of  leaf  shown  in  the  table  below  as  coming 
from  Germany  and  the  Netherlands. 

IMPORTS  OF  UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO 
1910 

Ibs. 

Russia  .  .           ..'..- 42,000 

Germany           1,629,000 

Netherlands 3,559,000 

Java . .           . .  42,000 

Dutch  Borneo         .  .          ....          .  .  1 ,000 

Other  Dutch  Possessions 4,000 

Belgium 96,000 

France              '        . .          . .  9,000 

Algeria 105,000 

Portuguese  East  Africa         .  .          .  .          .  .  6,000 

Austria-Hungary         184,000 

Greece .  .          .  .  120,000 

.  Bulgaria            .  .  5,000 

Turkey 4,499,000 

Egypt 274,000 

China    ..           ....          ..          ..           ..  61,000 

Japan 66,000 

United  States  of  America 98,951,000 

Philippines  .  .          ". .  .  3,000 

Cuba     .-.        '..          37,000 

Hayti 38,000 

Mexico              11,000 

Brazil    ..          : 16,000 

Other  Foreign  Countries       . .          .  .          .  .  17,000 


Total  from  Foreign  Countries     .  .  109,785,000 

Value        . .          £3,389,000 

Until  within  the  last  seven  years,  putting  the  American 
War  of  Secession  aside,  British  and  Irish  manufacturers 
experienced  little  difficulty  in  procuring  adequate 
supplies  of  leaf  at  fairly  reasonable  prices  from  the  Yankee 
planters.  Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  great  tobacco 
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hunger  throughout  the  civilised  world,  and  the  demand 
has  outran  the  supply.  The  scarcity  has  been  aggravated 
by  the  formation  of  "  pools "  by  the  planters,  who 
alleged  undercutting  of  prices  by  the  Trust.  Not  having 
other  markets  available,  the  manufacturers  of  the 
United  Kingdom  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  the  Yankee 
planters,  and  made  to  pay  increased  prices.  The 
Imperial  Tobacco  Company  realised  this  ominous  red 
light  on  the  commercial  track,  and  turned  their  attention 
to  the  advisability  of  extending  the  sources  of  supply. 
Accordingly  experiments  were  conducted  in  Blantyre 
and  Nyassaland.  British  companies  have  since  been 
formed  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  three  hundred  and 
fifty  years'  history  of  the  tobacco  trade  a  British  Colony 
— Nyassaland  Protectorate — is  supplying  the  English 
market  with  good  and  profitable  tobacco  leaf.  In  four 
years  the  quantity  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  has 
increased  from  175,000  Ibs.  to  1,361,000  Ibs.,  of  a  value 
of  £35,800.  Rhodesia  is  another  British  Colony  coming 
to  the  help  of  British  manufacturers,  making  a  start  in 
1910  by  sending  64,000  Ibs.,  of  a  value  of  £6,300.  A 
little  leaf  comes  from  The  Cape  and  Natal ;  Canada 
sent  a  driblet,  so  did  India.  The  hopes  of  the  trade 
centre  in  Nyassaland  and  Rhodesia.  Manufacturers 
have  been,  all  along,  too  supine  over  this  question  of 
supply.  The  awakening  has  come  too  late  for  many. 

(B)  . — MANUFACTURED 

The  manufactured  article  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  consists  mainly  of  Cuban  cigars,  and  American 
Cavendish  and  Negrohead.  The  remainder  are  cigarettes 
and  "  cuts,"  i.e.,  pipe  tobaccos.  There  is  also  a  little 
snuff.  The  total  value  of  the  manufactured  article 
coming  from  foreign  countries  is  £1,138,000 ;  that  from 
British  Possessions  is  £50,000. 
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The  particulars  of  this  import  trade  for  the  year  1910 
is  as  follows  : — 


Cigars    . . 
Cigarettes 
Cavendish    ) 
Negrohead  ) 
Other  Sorts 
Snuff 


1,453,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  £1,000,000 
370,000  Ibs.,  valued  at         125,000 

1,149,000  Ibs.,  valued  at          52,000 

149,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  8,000 

179,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  1,100 


Total         ..     3,302,000  £1,189,000 

The  snuff  mentioned  above  is  "  offal "  snuff,  used  for 
nicotine  extract,  and  other  insecticide  purposes.  For 
this  purpose,  also,  280,000  Ibs.  of  tobacco  "  stalks " 
were  imported  in  1910.  It  will  be  seen  how  great  is  the 
discrepancy  between  the  total  imports  of  unmanufactured 
—111,257,000  Ibs.— and  those  of  manufactured— 
3,302,000  Ibs. 

Reverting  to  cigars,  1,334,000  Ibs.  came  from  foreign 
countries  and  118,000  Ibs.  from  British  possessions. 
Cuba  had  the  lion's  share  with  988,000  Ibs.,  valued  at 
£857,000,  and  the  Philippine  Islands— Manillas— had 
the  second  bite  with  99,000 Ibs.,  but  valued  at  £19,000. 
Almost  every  country  on  the  Continent  ships  a  few 
thousand  pounds  of  cigars  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
Mexico  sent  27,000  Ibs.  in  1910,  and  a  few  came  from 
Brazil.  Cigars  also  came  from  such  depots  as  the 
Channel  Islands.  British  India  sent  91,000  Ibs.,  valued 
at  £19,000.  From  Jamaica  way  came  9,000  Ibs.,  and 
small  quantities  came  from  South  Africa,  Ceylon, 
Straits  Settlements,  Hong-Kong,  and  even  Australia. 
The  import  trade  is  uniformly  declining.  About  100 
cigars  go  to  lib.  Of  the  sweetened  and  flavoured 
Cavendish  and  Negrohead  almost  the  whole  of  it  comes 
from  the  United  .States  of  America. 

Egypt  is  the  country  that  tops  the  import  list  in 
cigarettes.  In  1910,  out  of  a  total  import  of  370,000 
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Ibs.,  Egypt  sent  185,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  £81,000, 
Germany  and  France  sent  about  equal  quantities — 
18,000  Ibs.  and  17,000  Ibs.  respectively.  Turkey 
shipped  19,000  Ibs.,  and  Cuba  7,000  Ibs.  Driblets  came 
in  from  almost  every  foreign  country.  The  colonies 
sent  26,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  £9,000,  including  Cyprus  with 
8,000  Ibs.  and  India  3,800  Ibs.  The  depot  places,  such 
as  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Channel  Islands,  account  for  most 
of  the  remainder. 

Of  "  cut  "  tobacco  the  Netherlands,  Cuba,  and  France 
sent  61,000  Ibs.,  30,000  Ibs.  and  7,000  Ibs.  respectively. 
Besides  the  English  depots,  British  South  Africa  has 
been  sending  manufactured  cut  tobacco.  11,000  Ibs., 
valued  at  £1,100  were  imported  in  1910.  The  Yankees 
sent  3,900  Ibs.  By  agreement  with  the  Imperial 
Tobacco  Company  the  old  American  Tobacco  Trust 
kept  away  from  the  United  Kingdom.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  how  this  agreement  will  work  out  in  view  of  the 
application  of  the  American  Anti-Trust  Law  and  the 
decision  of  the  Courts  that  the  Trust  is  an  illegal 
combination  acting  in  restraint  of  trade. 

EXPORTS 
(A)  BRITISH  MANUFACTURED  TOBACCOS 

FISCAL  influences  have  left  deep  fissures  in  the  tobacco 
trade  and  one  of  these  cracks  is  visibly  shown  in  the 
export  branch.  There  are  two  classes  of  exporters  of 
British  manufactured  tobaccos — the  shipper  from  the 
bonded  factories,  and  the  shipper  from  the  "  licensed  " 
factories.  A  bonded  factory  is  a  warehouse,  the  pro- 
prietor of  which  has  to  enter  into  a  bond  for  the  safe- 
guarding of  the  revenue.  Both  kinds  of  shippers  are 
licensed  manufacturers,  but  one  class  possesses  both 
"  licensed  "  factories  and  bonded  Cavendish  factories, 
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whilst  the  other  class  possesses  "  licensed "  factories 
only.  The  big  and  wealthy  manufacturers  are  com- 
prised in  the  former  class,  the  smaller  manufacturers 
form  the  latter  class.  As  will  be  seen  in  the  figures 
stated  below  the  bulk  of  the  export  trade  falls  to  the 
owners  of  the  bonded  factories,  and  the  reason  why 
this  is  so  is  mainly  due  to  the  operation  of  official  regula- 
tions in  the  past  which  gave  an  advantage  to  the  manu- 
facturers in  bond  computed  at  6d.  per  Ib.  over  other 
manufacturers. 

Exports  of  manufactured  tobacco  of  all  kinds  made  Ibs. 

in  bond  for  calendar  year  1911 14,490,742 

Exports  of  manufactured  tobacco  of  all  kinds  made 

in  the  licensed  factories  for  calendar  year  191 1 ..  1,041,936 

Total  15,532,678 


What  is  the  difference  between  these  two  classes  of 
manufacturers  ?  It  is  this  :  one  works  on  duty-free 
leaf  the  other  on  duty-paid  leaf.  Thus  in  one  case  there 
is  no  capital  locked  up  in  the  form  of  duty  payment 
whilst  in  the  other  case  capital  is  locked. up.  On 
exportation  the  bonded  manufacturer  is  free. from  any 
trouble  connected  with  the  return  of  the  duty  whilst 
the  "  licensed  "  factory  man  has  to  go  through  certain 
formalities  in  order  to  get  back  the  duty  formerly  paid 
on  the  leaf  used  in  making  the  exported  article.  It  is 
always  a  nice  question  for  experts  to  adjudge  the  exact 
amount  of  leaf  and  duty  paid  thereon  which  the  manu- 
factured article  represents.  Should  the  equivalent 
returned  by  the  Customs  to  the  exporter  be  actually 
less  than  the  sum  originally  paid,  then  it  naturally 
follows  that  the  goods  are  saddled  with  an  extra  cost 
from  which  the  bonded  competitor  is  free.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  the  Customs  return  more  than  the  equiva- 
lent then  such  extra  money  represents  so  much  subsidy. 
Whether  the  sum  be  too  little  or  too  much  there  would 
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be  inequality  established  with  a  consequent  undue  pre- 
ference to  one  side  or  the  other.  Hence  the  paramount 
importance  of  determining  a  full  and  fair  sum,  so  as  to 
hold  the  scales  of  justice  evenly  in  the  interests  of  both 
classes  of  exporters.  The  sum  returned  is  technically 
known  as  "  drawback."  Until  1904  the  exporter  on  draw-" 
back  was  greatly  handicapped  inasmuch  as  he  did  not 
get  returned  to  him  the  sums  he  was  fairly  entitled  to 
receive.  With  loss  formerly  facing  the  manufacturers 
and  the  need  for  building  up  a  big  export  trade,  recourse 
was  had  to  the  acquisition  of  and  manufacture  in 
bonded  factories — a  costly  undertaking — where  the 
manufacture  was  under  the  daily  supervision  and  control 
of  the  Customs  officials.  These  particular  bonded 
factories  were  established  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1863, 
not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  an  export  trade  as  for 
supplying  the  home  trade  with  sweetened  tobacco 
called  "  Cavendish  and  Negrohead."  Any  surplus  left 
over  after  supplying  the  needs  of  the  home  trade 
was  allowed  to  be  exported,  and  under  cover  of  this 
permissive  clause  here  is  the  result  to-day  :— 


Manufactured    tobaccos    made    in    the  bonded 
factories  in  the  year  1911. 


Ibs. 


For  home  consumption  .  . 
For  export 

Total 


217,000 
14,490,000 


14,707,000 


Like  Topsy  of  old,  Mr.  Gladstone's  "  surplus  "  has 
"  growed."  It  follows  from  this  that  the  product  of 
these  bonded  Cavendish  factories  is  a  sweetened  or 
flavoured  article  in  order  to  conform  with  the  require- 
ments of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Manufactured  Tobacco  Act 
of  1863.  Now  the  licensed  manufacturer  is  not  per- 
mitted by  law  to  make  any  sweetened  tobacco  in  his 
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"  licensed "  factory.  Hence,  legally  speaking,  whilst 
one  manufacturer  exports  a  sweetened  tobacco,  the 
other  exports  an  unsweetened  tobacco.  For  reasons 
which  need  not  be  mentioned  here  this  difference  is 
more  apparent  than  real.  Indeed,  the  bulk  of  the  so- 
called  "  Cavendish  and  Negrohead"  exported  from  the 
bonded  factories  consists  of  plain  cigarettes.  Out  of  a 
total  export  in  1911  of  14,707,000  Ibs.  from  these  bonded 
factories,  11,218,000  Ibs.  consisted  of  cigarettes.  In 
1904  a  Customs  and  Excise  Departmental  Committee 
of  Experts  was  appointed  by  the  Treasury  to  draw  up 
full  and  fair  drawback  rates  for  the  "  licensed  "  factory 
exporter  with  a  view  to  recoup  him-  for  all  his  outlay 
rendered  necessary  by  his  payment  of  the  duty.  The 
idea  was  to  place  him  in  such  a  position  as  if  no  duty 
had  existed,  and  in  this  way  he  would  be  enabled  to 
stand  more  or  less  on  an  equality,  in  foreign  and  colonial 
markets,  with  his  big  bonded  competitor. 

This  was  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  manufacturers 
concerned.  Different  rates  of  drawback  were  estab- 
lished for  different  classes  of  tobacco.  The  present  duty 
on  leaf  tobacco  is  3s.  8d.  per  Ib.  Taking  into  considera- 
tion Customs  requirements,  losses  and  waste  in  manu- 
facture, and  loss  of  interest  on  capital,  the  Tobacco  Draw- 
back Committee  found  that  the  drawback  on  cigars 
should  be  at  the  rate  of  4s.  2d.  per  Ib.,  cigarettes  4s.  Id. 
per  Ib.,  cut  and  roll  tobaccos  4s.  per  Ib.,  snuff,  3s.  lOd. 
per  Ib. 

With  proper  rates  of  drawback  established  the 
exporter  began  gradually  to  increase  his  trade,  but  inas- 
much as  the  race  is  to  the  swift  and  strong  and  the  first 
comer,  the  ratio  of  output  between  the  British  bonded 
manufacturer  and  his  competitor  exporting  on  drawback 
shows  how  far  ahead  the  former  is  of  the  latter.  The 
class  of  trade  done  by  the  two  differs  :  cheap  tobaccos, 
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especially  cigarettes,  is  a  feature  of  the  output 
of  the  bonded  factories,  whilst  a  dearer  class  of 
goods  is  a  feature  of  the  output  of  the  "  licensed  " 
factories. 

Notwithstanding  the  establishment  by  the  Tobacco 
Drawback  Committee  of  these  equality  export  rates, 
manufacturers  as  a  whole  would  prefer  to  manufacture 
in  and  export  from  a  bonded  factory.  The  formality  and 
trouble  involved  in  complying  with  drawback  regulations, 
and  the  restrictions  hedging  and  hampering  the  man 
who  is  claiming  back  money  from  the  Crown,  tell  against 
the  drawback  system,  and  indirectly  favour  the  exporter 
from  bond.  Manufacturers  also  complain  of  a  none  too 
sympathetic  attitude  of  officials  towards  the  exporter 
on  drawback.  In  justice  to  the  officials,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  if  care  be  not  exercised  in  granting 
drawback  a  great  loss  of  revenue  will  accrue.  There 
has  been  much  money  lost  in  the  past  to  the  Crown 
through  the  drawback  door,  by  misrepresentation  and 
fraud,  especially  in  the  tobacco  trade.  A  watchful  eye 
is  ever  necessary,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  steer  such  a 
between  course  as  to  facilitate  the  path  of  the  exporter 
on  the  one  hand  and  at  the  same  time  to  safeguard  the 
revenue  on  the  other. 

Tobacco  is  an  article  that  all  civilised  nations  tax.  In 
most  cases  this  tax  is  an  import  duty.  Some  countries, 
like  France,  forbid  importation  in  the  interests  of  the 
Regie.  In  other,  countries,  like  the  United  States,  the 
import  duty  is  high  in  the  interest  of  home  manufactures. 
Fluctuation  of  these  rates  of  duty  is  always  a  factor  for 
British  tobacco  exporters  to  contend  with,  and  these 
changes  affect  more  or  less  the  volume  of  the  British 
export  trade.  The  recent  increase  in  the  import  duties 
of  British  India  is  a  case  in  point,  almost  wiping  out 
the  export  trade  of  one  British  firm. 
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Who    are    the   overseas    customers    of    the    British 
manufacturer  ?     The  following  table  shows  :— 

-  EXPORTS  IN  1910 

A. — Made  in  Bond —                                         British  Foreign 

Possessions  Countries 

Ibs.  Ibs. 

Cavendish  and  Negrohead            . .     2,344,000  653,000 

Cigars           268  63 

Cigarettes ..     4,222,000  6,189,000 

B. — Not  Made  in  Bond — 

Cigars           23,000  1,794 

Cigarettes    ..          361,000  227,000 

Cut  tobacco,  roll  and  cake            . .         204,000  94,000 

Snuff             . .            9,000  787 


Total  in  round  figures    ..          ..      7,164,000         7,165,000 

This  is  a  most  interesting  table,  showing  a  balance 
of  trade  between  British  Possessions  and  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  first  item,  "  Cavendish  and  Negrohead," 
includes  all  kinds  of  pipe  tobaccos — cut  tobaccos,  roll, 
and  cake. 

Let,  however,  the  export  values  be  given  thus  :— 
VALUE  OF  EXPORTS,   1910  (F.O.B.) 

British  Foreign 

Possessions.  Countries. 

A. — Made  in  Bond —                                              £  £ 

Cavendish  and  Negrohead             . .         246,000  63,000 

Cigars           95  22 

Cigarettes 690,000  700,000 

B. — Not  made  in  Bond — 

Cigars           10,000  795 

Cigarettes ..         134,000  118,000 

Cut  tobacco,  roll  and  cake            . .           35,000  20,000 

Snuff             2,000  107 


Total  in  round  figures  ..   ^1,117,000          ^902,000 

Here  it  will  be  seen  that  while  £1,117,000  is  the  value 
of  trade  to  British  Possessions,  £902,000  is  the  total  for 
foreign  countries.  This  discrepancy  indicates  that-  a 
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commoner  and  cheaper  article  goes  to  foreign  countries, 
and  on  analysis  of  this  table  it  is  found  that  the  article 
in  question  is  the  cigarette  made  in  bond  and  exported 
principally  to  China.  Out  of  the  6,189,000  Ibs.  of 
cigarettes  that  were  exported  in  1910,  no  less  than 
5,763,000  Ibs.  went  to  China,  valued  at  £638,000; 
Hong-Kong  took  another  1,082,000  Ibs.,  valued  at 
£137,000,  i.e.,  about  ten  cigarettes  a  penny.  This 
cigarette  trade  in  China  was  but  1,259,000  Ibs.  in  1906. 
It  rose  50  per  cent,  from  1909  to  1910,  and  is  displacing 
the  opium  traffic.  Next  to  China,  British  India  is  the 
best  cigarette  customer.  But  for  the  reason  already 
given,  the  export  of  the  British  bond-made  cigarette  to 
British  India  fell  from  1,897,000  Ibs.  in  1909  to  1,088,000 
Ibs.  in  1910— a  42  per  cent.  drop.  Nothing  daunted  by 
this  set-back,  British  exporters  turned  their  attention 
to  China,  the  Straits  Settlements,  Ceylon,  and  British 
West  Africa,  and  increased  their  trade  in  those  countries 
with  the  net  result  that  their  output  increased  on  the 
whole  from  8,755,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  £1,102,000  in  1909 
to  10,412,000  Ibs.,  valued  at  £1,390,000  in  1910. 

Let  attention  now  be  centred  on  the  cigarette  exported 
on  drawback  from  the  "  licensed  "  factories.  The  best 
customer  is  "  British  Possessions,"  and  their  names,  etc., 
are  as  follows  : — 


Australia 

British  India 

Transvaal 

New  Zealand 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Natal 

Channel  Islands 

Other  British  Possessions 

Total 


Ibs. 

Value. 

69,047 

£25,253 

60,844 

29,142 

48,649 

24,110 

46,173 

14,464 

26,021 

10,794 

12,202 

4,979 

11,247 

3,110 

87,633 

22,936 

..   361,816 


^134,788 
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The   names   of   the   customers   to   foreign   countries 


include : — 

Netherlands 
Germany 
France  .  . 
Sweden .  . 
Belgium 


Total 


Ibs. 

.  .      63,024 

.  .     37,244 

.  .     29,949 

.  .      25,569 

12,556 

Countries       .  .          .  .      59,397 

..   227,739 

Value. 

^18,751 

31,287 

20,941 

11,181 

8,878 

27,660 

^118,698 


Now  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  this  particular  branch  of 
the  export  cigarette  trade  uniformly  advanced  from 
505,584  Ibs.  in  1909  to  589,555  Ibs.  in  1910— a  rise  of 
14  per  cent.  In  no  instance  was  there  a  set-back. 
Even  British  India  advanced  from  53,966  Ibs.  in  1909 
to  60,844  Ibs.  in  1910.  How  is  it  that  the  Indian  trade 
in  the  bond-made  cigarette  suffered  and  not  that  of  the 
drawback  cigarette  ?  The  key  to  this  solution  lies  in 
the  much  higher  value  of  the  latter,  viz.,  8s.  7d.  per  Ib. 
— a  guinea  per  thousand  cigarettes — as  against  2s.  7d. 
per  Ib. — 6s.  6d.  per  thousand  of  the  bond-made  variety. 
There  is  a  class  of  consumer  who  can  afford  to  import 
their  cigarettes  and  pay  for  them  apart  from  all  tariff 
considerations.  In  the  case  of  India  the  new  Customs 
duties  told  against  the  cheap  imported  cigarette  and  so 
encouraged  the  sale  of  those  manufactured  in  India. 
But  the  revised  Customs  tariff  was  not  sufficiently  high  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  a  cigarette  which  was  superior 
to  the  Indian  manufactured  article.  It  is  this  superi- 
ority of  the  drawback  cigarette  which  is  the  cause 
of  it  jumping  all  tariff  walls  and  prohibition 
barriers. 

Turning  to  a  more  superior  article  than  the  cigarette 
made  in  the  bonded  Cavendish  factories,  viz.,  the  pipe 
and  chewing  varieties — the  so-called  Cavendish  and 
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Negrohead — almost  the  same  tale  is  told  as  of  the 
drawback  cigarette,  viz.,  steady  progress  and  tariff- 
jumping  powers.  37,000  Ibs.  went  into  protectionist 
United  States  in  1910,  12,000  Ibs.  to  the  French  Regie. 
There  was  a  set-back  in  British  India,  but  Straits  Settle- 
ments, Canada,  and  South  Africa  took  more.  Denmark 
rose  from  28,000  Ibs.  in  1909  to  167,000  Ibs.  in  1910. 
The  pipe  and  chewing  tobaccos  sent  out  from  the 
"  licensed  "  factories  on  drawback  is  of  a  higher  value 
than  its  bond-made  namesake,  viz.,  3s.  8d.  per  Ib.  as 
against  2s.  7d.  per  Ib.,  and  from  what  has  been  said 
about  its  compatriot  cigarette,  it  will  not  be  surprising 
to  learn  of  its  uniform  progress.  The  United  States 
took  39,000  Ibs.  of  this  superior  tobacco,  whilst  Canada 
is  getting  so  fond  of  it  that  instead  of  taking  19,000  Ibs. 
as  was  th2  case  in  1906,  this  country  now  receives  108,000 
Ibs.,  of  a  value  of  £12,000.  Australia  and  South  Africa 
are  both  taking  more  year  by  year.  If  there  be  one 
moral  for  the  exporter  on  drawback  it  is  that  his  pluck 
is  not  equal  to  the  quality  of  his  tobacco.  Foreigners 
and  colonials  just  simply  want  them. 

One  word  as  to  the  export  British  cigar  trade. 

The  cigar  is  the  aristocrat  of  the  smoking  world,  and 
generally  gets  aristocratic  treatment  in  the  form  of  the 
highest  tariff  rate.  Hence  its  entry  into  foreign  and 
colonial  markets  is  handicapped  by  its  additional  duty 
price.  Another  factor  that  militates  against  British 
cigar  exporters  is  that  the  cigar  being  a  hand  labour 
product,  creates  prejudice  against  its  importation  as  a 
displacer  of  labour.  Although  great  art  is  required'  in 
properly  making  a  cigar,  yet  the  rough  rolling  up  of 
leaves  into  cigars  can  readily  be  performed  abroad,  and 
such  home-made  products  lessen  the  demand  for  British 
imported  cigars.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  to 
account  for  the  small  export  .trade  of  the  British  cigar. 
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Australia  is  the  best  customer,  8,708  Ibs.,  of  the  value 
of  £3,829  being  the  quantity  received  in  that  country 
in  1910. 

(B)  EXPORTS  OF  FOREIGN  LEAF  AND  MANUFACTURED 

TOBACCOS 
(THE  RE-EXPORTS) 

A  certain  quantity  of  raw  tobacco  that  comes  into  the 
United    Kingdom    is    bonded  in  a  Customs  duty-free 
warehouse,   and  thence  is  exported  to  the  Continent 
and  the  Colonies.     3,982,000  was  the  quantity  of  leaf 
and  strips  so  exported  in  1910.      Fluctuations  in  market 
rates  lead  to  some  of  this  raw  tobacco  going  back  again 
to  the  United  States  and  the  Netherlands.     The  foreign 
manufactured   tobaccos   re-exported   in    1910   were   as 
follows.  ibs. 

Cigars  ..........       71,000 

Cavendish  and  Negrohead  .  .          .  .     299,000 

Cigarettes     ..........       77,000 

Cuts,  etc  ...........       16,000 

The  Colonies  took  the  major  portion  in  each  case. 
Even  tobacco  stalks  were  re-exported. 

TRANSHIPMENTS 

By  the  term  "  transhipment  "  is  meant  where  goods 
are  removed  from  the  importing  ship  to  the  exporting 
ship  at  the  same  or  another  port.  Bond  is  required. 
A  big  trade  is  done  in  this  transhipping  business,  especi- 
ally in  raw  tobacco.  In  1910  no  less  than  35,000,000  Ibs. 
were  imported  and  exported  again.  The  United  States 
sent  18,000,000  Ibs.  and  Brazil  12,000,000  Ibs.  Germany 
took  15,000,000  Ibs.,  French  West  Africa  2,000,000  Ibs., 
British  West  Africa,  8,000,000  Ibs.,  and  Australia, 
5,000,000  Ibs. 

In  manufactured  tobacco,  including  cigars,  3,530,000 
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Ibs.  came  in  during  1910,  United  States  sending  the 
bulk,  and  went  out  again  all  over  the  world,  Australia 
taking  1,596,000  Ibs.  and  New  Zealand  827,000  Ibs. 

EXPORT  OF  BRITISH  PRODUCED  "  OFFALS  " 

The  term  "  offal  "  includes  the  waste  arising  in  course 
of  manufacture.  The  "  shorts  "  arising  from  handling 
leaf,  the  "  smalls  "  from  making  cigarettes,  the  "  dust  " 
accumulating  from  all  sources  of  manufacture,  and  the 
"  stalks, "  or  midribs,  of  tobacco  leaves — all  are  com- 
prised within  the  above  title.  Some  of  this  offal  is 
made  into  insecticides  ;  some  treated  for  the  nicotine 
extract,  and  some  exported  untreated  to  the  Argentine 
and  other  countries  for  the  use  of  agriculturists,  etc. 
Over  6,000,000  Ibs.  were  exported  in  1910.  (See  article 
on  "  Offals.") 

SHIP'S  STORES 

The  Customs  Authorities  permit  duty-free  tobacco  and 
other  dutiable  stores  to  be  taken  on  board  ship  for  the 
use  of  each  person  on  board.  In  order  to  prevent 
abuse  of  this  privilege,  and  so  safeguard  the  revenue, 
certain  Customs'  restrictions  have  to  be  complied  with. 
To  minimise  opportunities  for  re-landing  this  duty-free 
tobacco,  supplies  are  limited  per  voyage  per  man  per  day. 
For  outward-bound  ships  half-an-ounce  is  the  unit,  but 
an  addition  of  25  per  cent,  is  allowed  to  guard  against 
casualties.  Tobacco  for  the  Navy  is  ordered  through 
the  captain  of  each  of  H.M.  ships.  Troopships  and 
transports  get  the  privilege  of  receiving  duty-free  tobacco, 
also  foreign  men  of  war.  Drawback  is  paid  to  the 
licensed  manufacturer  supplying  direct  from  his  factory. 
This  ships'  store  trade  is  important  and  developing. 
It  is  not  included  under  the  heading  of  exports.  The 
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following  table  shows  the  "  drawback  "  trade  for  the 
last  three  financial  years  : — 

YEAR    ENDING  MARCH    31  ST 

1908-9  1909-10  1910-11 

Ibs.    Ibs.  Ibs. 

British  Made  Cigars  ..         1,276        2,189  .2,488 

„      Cigarettes          ..       12,298      20,791  38,706 

„      Cut,  Roll,  Cake,  etc.  6,304        7,290  8,892 

Snuff        .  .          . .          . .          . .        none          none  none 

Evidently  the  British  sailor  is  not  a  snuffer — nor 
much  of  a  chewer.  He  is  a  cigarette  man.  The  above 
figures  by  no  means  represent  the  whole  of  the  tobacco 
ships'  stores  trade,  inasmuch  as  the  bulk  of  it  is  done 
from  the  bonded  warehouses.  Unfortunately  the  statis- 
tics have  not  been  published  since  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Customs  and  Excise  Departments  in  1909.  Pre- 
viously, the  Customs  Board  published  annually  the 
details  of  this  ships'  stores  trade,  and  the  last  return  is 
for  the  calendar  year  1908,  where  it  was  shown  that 
892,705  Ibs.  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  and  1,404,928 
Ibs.  of  manufactured,  both  foreign  and  British,  were 
delivered  free  of  duty  from  the  Customs  bonded  ware- 
houses for  the  use  of  H.M.  Navy  and  Army  and  for 
stores  of  merchant  vessels.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
that  the  omission  of  these  particulars  in  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  may  be 
made  good  in  subsequent  issues,  especially  in  view  of 
the  new  1911  regulations  for  supplying  the  Navy. 

PARCELS  POST 

No  statistics  are  published  showing  the  number  of 
post  parcels  received  into,  and  despatched  from  the 
United  Kingdom  containing  tobacco.  The  incoming 
post  parcels,  viz.,  1,264,000  in  1910-11,  are  examined 
by  a  special  staff  of  the  Customs  stationed  at  the  Post 
Office.  The  duty  on  the  tobacco,  etc.,  contained  in 
each  parcel,  together  with  a  "  fine  "  of  6d.  per  Ib.  is 
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assessed  by  the  Customs  and  collected  by  the  postman 
on  delivery.  The  total  quantity  coming  in  and  going 
out  by  parcel  post  is  included  in  the  imports  and  exports. 

HOME  CONSUMPTION 

Home  consumption  returns  are  scarred  with  the 
frequent  ruthless  batterings  of  the  fiscal  ram.  The 
Free  Trade  policy  is  to  tax  comparatively  a  few  articles, 
especially  those  of  national  indulgence,  solely  for 
revenue  purposes.  The  main  result  of  this  policy  is  the 
raising  of  an  enormous  revenue  from  articles  like  beer, 
spirits,  and  tobacco.  Unfortunately  the  need  to  raise 
more  money  has  compelled  finance  ministers,  again  and 
again,  to  lay  siege  to  these  few  revenue  producers. 
The  result  of  these  continual  assaults  have  been  bad  to 
the  trade  and  to  the  consumer.  Traders  develop  nerves 
and  sustain  upset  and  loss.  They  live  and  work  more 
or  less  in  suspense,  and  as  increased  duties  mean  more 
working  capital,  the  higher  the  duty  the  more  difficult 
becomes  the  path  of  the  smaller  manufacturers.  The 
tobacco  consumer  is  irritated  by  a  continued  upward 
price  of  his  brand  and  either  smokes  less  or  selects  a 
cheaper  kind.  Recovery  follows  after  a  year  or  two, 
and  progress  continues  till  the  next  "  visitation,"  when 
the  vicious  cycle  is  again  repeated. 

Here  are  a  few  of  these  "  visitations  "  of  Chancellors 
of  the  Exchequer  worked  out  per  head  on  raw  tobacco  :•— 
Year.  Ibs.  per  head. 

Duty  increased 

Duty  on  stripped  tobacco  increased 


Duty  increased 


1900 

•87 

1901 

•81 

1902 

•85 

1903 

•87 

1904 

•89 

1905 

•90 

1906 

•92 

1907 

•98 

1908 

•97 

1909 

•90 

1910 

•94 

THE   TALE   OF  THE   FIGURES — EXPORTS 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  last  increase  of  duty  put  back 
the  hands  of  the  trade  clock  four  years.  Including 
imported  cigars,  etc.,  the  consumption  per  head  for 
1910  is  1-98  Ibs.  In  countries  like  Holland,  where  duties 
are  low,  tobacco  consumption  runs  to  three  times  as 
much.  The  undermentioned  figures  show  the  quantity 
of  the  different  kinds  of  tobacco  retained  for  home 
consumption  for  the  financial  year  1910-11,  with  the 
net  revenue  derivable  therefrom  : — 


Raw  Tobacco 

Imported  Cigars 

Imported  Cigarettes     . . 

Imported  Cavendish  and  Negrohead 

Imported  "  Cuts,"  etc. 

Imported  Snuff 

Cavendish  manufactured  in  Bond 

Total  . 


Ibs. 
89,723,785 
1,283,219 

16,561,987 
454,546 

262,928 
82,919 

[74,732 
22,163 

25,830 
111 

6,037 
28 

215,850 

50,370 

91,594,642     ^17,169,863 


To  show  the  relative  revenue  importance  of  tobacco 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  home-made  spirits  brought 
£18,751,000,  beer  £12,767,000,  tea  £5,930,00.  Tobacco 
revenue  is  about  one-half  of  the  yield  of  the  Income  Tax. 

What  is  the  most  popular  form  of  smoking  in  the 
United  Kingdom  ?  The  answer  is  shown  in  the  following 
table,  which  is  based  on  the  census  of  production  of 
1907.  The  table  contains  in  addition  the  imported 
manufactured  tobaccos  cleared  for  home  consumption. 

THE  SMOKER'S  PREFERENCE 
(ALL  EXPORTS  AND  DRAWBACKS   DEDUCTED) 

Ibs. 
Cut  tobacco,  Roll,  Cake,  or  Twist      . .          .  .     67,486,000 

Cigarettes  23,709,000 

Cigars          4,962,000 

Snuff  1,488,000 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  are  nearly  three  times 
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more  pipe  smokers  than  cigarette  smokers,  almost  five 
times  more  cigarette  smokers  than  cigar  smokers,  and 
over  three  times  more  cigar  smokers  than  snuff  takers 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  British  cigar  trade  is  three 
times  greater  than  the  foreign  cigar  trade. 


CHAPTER     XIII 

"  OFFALS  " 

NOT  every  pound  weight  of  duty-paid  unmanufactured 
tobacco  is  retained  for  home  consumption.  8-6  per  cent, 
goes  back  again  in  the  form  of  waste  to  the  Customs, 
who  return  to  the  manufacturers  the  duty  originally 
paid  upon  it.  Thus  out  of  101,110,000  Ibs.  cleared  for 
home  consumption  in  the  calendar  year  1911,  8,736,000 
Ibs.  of  waste  were  returned  for  the  drawback  allowance 
of  3s.  9d.  per  Ib.  This  refuse  tobacco  consists  of  the 
midribs  of  the  leaves,  called  "  stalks,"  broken  pieces, 
dust,  cigarette  waste  or  "  smalls,"  and  damaged  tobacco 
— all  classed  under  the  general  term  of  "  offals."  A 
tobacco  leaf  in  growing  is  amplexicaul,  that  is,  the  base 
of  the  leaf  clasps  the  parent  stem.  This  base  is  narrow, 
and  in  the  act  of  binding  the  cured  leaves  into  "  hands  " 
the  blade  or  lamina  portion  gets  rubbed  off  by  the 
planters,  leaving  the  midrib  bare.  Hence  the  general 
impression  that  tobacco  leaves  have  petioles  or  stalks  ; 
but  such  is  not  the  case.  When  "bird's-eye"  tobacco 
was  more  popular  than  it  is  to-day,  manufacturers  were 
able  to  cut  up  the  entire  leaf,  and  the  cross  section  with 
its  familiar  "  horse-shoe  "  or  "  bird's-eye  "  appearance 
revealed  the  presence  of  the  woody  midrib.  Nowa- 
days smokers  prefer  their  tobaccos  without  this  midrib, 
and  as  the  practice  of  "  snuffing  "  is  no  longer  popular, 
the  manufacturer  is  unable  to  utilise  his  "  stalks."  In 
the  United  States  tobacco  stalks  constitute  so  much 
litter,  but  in  the  United  Kingdom  the  dutiable  value 
alone  is  3s.  9d.  per  Ib.  Revenue  exigencies  have  com- 
pelled the  Treasury  to  take  back  all  this  tobacco  waste 

107 


108  TOBACCO 

and  return  the  duty  thereon.  It  then  becomes  duty- 
free,  and  the  care  of  the  Customs  lies  in  preventing  this 
duty-free  stuff  getting, back  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturers.  It  is  either  destroyed  or  exported. 
On  account  of  its  germicidal  properties,  tobacco  extracts 
and  powders  are  greatly  sought  after  by  agriculturists, 
and  in  order  to  meet  this  demand  the  Customs  permit 
manufacturers  to  make  these  substances  in  specially 
approved  bonded  warehouses  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  revenue  officials.  Thus  the  valuable  alkaloid 
nicotine  is  prepared,  and  various  ingredients  added  to 
the  "  offals  "  for  making  insecticides  both  in  the  liquid 
and  dry  form.  Great  revenue  care  is  taken  in  pre- 
scribing the  ingredients,  which  cannot  be  easily  separated 
afterwards  from  the  tobacco.  Their  presence  can  be 
readily  detected  at  the  Government  Laboratory  in  the 
event  of  any  illegal  attempt  to  present  the  denatured 
duty-free  "  offals  "  once  more  for  the  drawback  allow- 
ance. Past  experience  has  taught  the  revenue  custo- 
dians the  pressing  need  for  skilled  chemists  to  stand  at 
the  drawback  gate.  In  making  nicotine,  etc.,  any  refuse 
left  is  burnt  in  the  presence  of  a  Customs  officer.  Hop 
powder  contains  sulphur,  asafcetida,  and  sago  flour. 
Sheep  wash  has  common  salt,  blue  vitriol,  and  oil  of 
turpentine.  Fumigants  contain  hellebore,  saltpetre, 
asafcetida,  cayenne,  lampblack,  and  sago  flour.  Tobacco 
extract  contains  soft  soap.  All  the  ingredients  require 
to  be  examined  by  the  official  chemists  before  being 
used  ;  likewise  all  the  tobacco  insecticides  when  manu- 
factured. A  lot  of  the  tobacco  manufacturer's  "  offals  " 
are  not  rich  enough  in  nicotine  properties  and  so  are 
left  on  the  hands  of  the  Customs,  who  have  them  burnt, 
bags  and  all,  in  the  parish  dust  destructor,  an  officer 
witnessing  the  destruction.  Suitable  stalks  are  im- 
ported duty-free  for  the  insecticide  factories,  and 
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agriculturists  are  now  desiring  to  grow  tobacco  plants 
specially  for  the  production  of  cheaper  nicotine.  Natur- 
ally the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  his  staff  think 
of  the  revenue  drawback  door  and  look  askance  at  such 
a  proposal. 


CHAPTER     XIV 

SMUGGLING 

THAT  romantic  tribe  of  swashbucklers  and  smugglers, 
the  Dick  Hatterick  fraternity,  has  long  gone  the  way  of 
snuff  boxes  and  adulterators.  High  duties  undoubtedly 
favour  smuggling,  but  whether  high  or  low  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  smuggling  ever  will  die  out.  The 
nearest  approach  to  the  Dick  Hatterick  of  former  days 
is  the  ubiquitous  Dutch  cooper,  who  supplies  British 
and  Irish  fishermen  on  board  their  smacks  with  cheap 
grog  and  baccy.  Sometimes  the  bold  Dutchman 
ventures  within  the  three-mile  limit  and  gets  pounced 
upon  by  the  patrolling  British  navy.  Smuggling  now- 
adays principally  takes  the  form  of  secretion  of  small 
quantities  by  persons  coming  either  from  the  Continent 
or  board  ship,  especially  at  naval  ports. 

The  latter  case  is  an  abuse  of  the  ships'  stores  privilege 
of  receiving  duty-free  tobacco,  etc.  All  vessels  coming 
from  the  Continent  are  closely  rummaged  by  Customs 
experts,  and  now  and  then  "  finds  "  result  to  the  dis- 
comfiture of  the  venturesome  smuggler.  Fishermen  and 
other  persons  may  successfully  run  the  gauntlet  of  naval 
and  Customs  supervision,  and  land  their  tobacco  and 
cigars,  but  only  to  meet  with  confiscation  on  shore. 
A  lower  selling  price  with  underselling  attracts  the  atten- 
tion of  competitors  and  leads  to  complaints.  There 
are  too  many  people  about  nowadays  for  the  smuggler's 
purpose. 

In  olden  times  the  few  families  living  in  remote 
hamlets  were  confederates,  but  the  growth  of  population 
destroyed  the  secrecy  of  a  "  run."  What  other  causes 
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have  led  to  the  decline  of  smuggling  ?  Patrolling  ships 
and  coastguards,  scientific  discovery  with  its  improved 
means  of  communication  and  detection,  better  revenue 
administration,  fewer  and  scattered  factories,  entailing 
greater  responsibility  and  risk  in  receiving  raw  tobacco, 
and  lastly,  the  increased  number  of  retail  shop-keepers, 
causing  keener  competition  and  greater  risk  of  publicity 
to  the  smuggling  of  manufactured  tobaccos.  Supplies 
of  confiscated  tobacco  in  sound  condition  were  made 
as  is  now  usual,  to  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylums  and  to 
State  Inebriate  Reformatories.  The  tobacco  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  but  useful  for  fumigating  purposes 
was  sent  to  the  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew  and  Edinburgh. 
This  is  putting  the  tobacco  to  a  better  use  than  con- 
signing it  to  the  historic"  King's  Pipe."  The  quantities 
of  tobacco  and  cigars  smuggled  during  the  last  four 
years  is  10,000  Ibs.  each  year. 
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TARIFF  AND   LICENCE   DUTIES 

THE    following    is    the    tobacco   tariff  of   the   United 
Kingdom  :— 

per  Ib. 


Acts  of  Parliament 
61  &  62  Viet.  c.  10. 
63  Viet.  c.  7. 
10  Edw.  7.  c.  8. 


TOBACCO,  Manufactured,  viz. — 

Cigars         070 

Cavendish  or  Negrohead  . .     054 

Cavendish  or  Negrohead,  Manu- 
factured in  Bond          . .          . .     048 
Other     Manufactured     Tobacco, 
viz. — 

Cigarettes          058 

Other  sorts 048 

Snuff  containing  more  than    13 
Ibs.  of  moisture  in  every  100 
Ibs.  weight  thereof       . .          . .     045 
Snuff  not  containing  more  than 
13   Ibs.   of  moisture  in   every 
100  Ibs.  weight  thereof  . .          . .     054 

"  STRIPS." 

TOBACCO    Unmanufactured, 
if  Stripped  or  Stemmed  : — 
Containing    10   Ibs.    or   more   of 
moisture    in    every     100    Ibs. 
weight  thereof  .  .          .  .      0  3  8£ 

Containing  less  than  10  Ibs.  of 
moisture  in  every  100  Ibs. 
weight  thereof  .  .  .  .  0  4  1  i 

LEAF. 

TOBACCO    Unmanufactured, 
if  Unstripped  or  Unstemmed  : 
Containing    10   Ibs.    or    more   of 
moisture    in    every     100    Ibs. 
weight  thereof  .  .          .  .     038 

Containing  less  than  10  Ibs.  of 
moisture  in  every  100  Ibs. 
weight  thereof  . .  . .  041 
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The  important  part  that  moisture  plays  in  the  duty 
on  unmanufactured  tobacco  will  not  escape  notice. 
Manufacturers  are  alive  to  this  factor  and  take  the 
precaution  to  dry  their  leaf  and  strips  abroad  before 
importing  them  into  the  United  Kingdom.  Some 
manufacturers,  especially  the  smaller  men,  are  compelled 
to  use  a  wetter  leaf  than  that  used  by  their  wealthier 
competitors,  and  so  are  compelled  to  pay  duty  on  more 
moisture  and  proportionately  less  tobacco.  A  demand 
has  arisen  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs  by  basing  the 
duty  so  that  the  excess  water  in  tobacco  shall  be  allowed 
for. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  duty  on  the 
raw  article  and  the  duty  on  the  imported  manufactured 
article.  Were  the  tariff  to  be  revised  on  a  strictly  free 
trade  basis  the  present  rates  on  imported  cigars,  etc., 
could  not  be  justified.  Originally  in  1863  this  tariff 
was  so  based  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  but  his  data  were 
inaccurate  and  incomplete.  Since  then  the  rise  of  the 
cigarette  industry  and  the  superiority  of  the  imported 
article  led  finance  ministers  to  impose  discriminating 
and  higher  rates  on  cigarettes  and  cigars. 

The  tariff  makes  no  distinction  between  the  tobaccos 
of  Colonial  and  foreign  growth,  and  this  want  of  dis- 
crimination is  sorely  felt  by  those  British  Colonies  who 
grant  preferential  rates  to  the  United  Kingdom.  If 
only  to  widen  the  area  of  supply,  a  slight  advantage 
given  to  tobacco  produced  in  British  possessions  would 
give  an  enormous  stimulus  to  colonial  planters,  and 
confer  a  great  benefit  upon  home  manufacturers. 

The  tariff  history  of  tobacco  is  one  long  record  of 
change.  Formerly  there  were  Customs  duties  and 
Excise  duties,  British  duties  and  Irish  duties,  preferential 
duties  to  the  American  colony  and  protectionist  duties 
to  the  foreigner.  Every  few  years  from  1769  onwards 
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saw  changes  in  the  tariff  and  always  in  an  upward 
direction.  The  peaceful  days  to  the  trade  were  the  two 
middle  quarters  of  the  19th  century  with  a  3s.  duty 
and  5  per  cent.,  but  even  then  the  number  of  manu- 
facturers continued  to  decrease.  In  fact  this  decrease 
has  been  in  operation  for  the  last  hundred  years,  but 
the  rate  of  decline  is  more  rapid  during  the  last  ten  years 
than  it  has  been  in  the  preceding  fifty  years.  Were 
the  Government  to  establish  a  Regie  and  buy  out  the 
trade  on  the  basis  of  a  ten  years'  gross  profit,  a  net 
revenue  gain  of  three  millions  sterling  per  annum  is 
calculated  to  result. 

Tobacco  manufacturers  are  required  to  pay  licence 
duty  according  to  the  quantity  of  raw  tobacco  received 
into  their  factories.  The  scale  is  as  follows  : — 

TOBACCO   AND   SNUFF   MANUFACTURERS 


If  the  unmanufactured  tobacco  received  in 
the  preceding  year  ending  5th  July  does 
not  exceed  20,000  Ibs. 

L 

»                         £    s.   d. 
=     550 

Ibs. 

Exceeds    20,000  Ibs.  and  does  not  exceed 

40,000=  10  10     0 

Exceeds    40,000  Ibs.  and  does  not  exceed 

60,000=  15  15     0 

Exceeds    60,000  Ibs.  and  does  not  exceed 

80,000=  21     0     0 

Exceeds    80,000  and  does  not  exceed 

100,000  P=  26     5     0 

Exceeds  100,000           

..=  31   10     0 

Beerinners 

..—    550 

A  surcharge  is  made  on  a  beginner  if  he  exceeds  the  20,000  Ibs. 
limit. 

The  pro-rata  licence  duty  stops  at  the  100,000  Ibs. 
limit,  thereby  falling  proportionately  lighter  on  the 
manufacturer  outside  this  limit  and  heavier  on  the 
manufacturer  inside. 

Wholesale  dealers  pay  5s.  3d.  per  year,  the  same  as  a 
retail  tobacconist.  In  days  gone  by  Irish  wholesale 
dealers  paid  ten  guineas  per  year. 

An  occasional  licence  to  tobacco  dealers  costs  4d. 
per  day. 
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Tobacco  growers  and  curers  pay  a  5s.  licence  per 
annum.  The  Excise  rates  for  them  are  as  follows  :— 

Cavendish  or  Negrohead  manufactured 
in  bond  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4s.  8d.  per  Ib. 

Unmanufactured,  containing  10  Ibs.  or 
more  of  moisture  in  every  100  Ibs.  weight 
thereof  3s.  6d.  per  Ib. 

If  containing  less  than  10  Ibs.  of 
moisture  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3s.  lid.  per  Ib. 

The  rate  on  raw  tobacco  is  2d.  per  Ib.  less  than  the 
Customs  tariff.  This  is  not  a  preferential  rate.  The 
Excise  restrictions  are  computed  to  cost  the  home 
grower  2d.  per  Ib. 

The  tobacco  tariff  in  the  Isle  of  Man  is  the  same  as 
the  Customs  Duties  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
Channel  Islands  have  their  own  tariff. 
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ment of,  5 
— ,  Dying  out,   15 
— ,  Died  out,  33 
— ,  Snuff,  80 

Agricultural       tobacco       ex- 
tracts, 108 
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Bar,  69 
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Cavendish  manu- 
facture, 77 

Boxing  cigars,  60 
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Cheesecloth,  62 
Cheroots,   51 

Chemical  change  in  curing,  46 
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— .consumption,  106 
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Cigarettes,  Virginian,  70 
— ,  Turkish,   73 
— ,  Exported,  99 
"  Colory  "  leaf,  40 
Consumption  per  head,  105 
Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  111 
Cuba  cigar  leaf  62 

—  cigars,  imports,  88 


Cultivation,  34 
Curing  of  Leaf,  38 

of  snuff  work,  82 

Customs'  and  Excise  control 
of  manufacture  of  Caven- 
dish and  Negrohead,  77 
Cut  tobacco,  64 
—  Cavendish,  66 

DAMPING  leaf,  64 

Dealers,  31 

— ,  licence  duty,  114 

Description  of  cigarette  ma- 
chines, 71 

Discriminative  duties,  5 

"  Dick  Hatterick,"   110 

Drawback  principle  reviewed, 
94 

Drying  plants,   38 

Dutch  coopers,   1 10 

"Duty   compartment" — Ca- 
vendish and  Negrohead,  78 

EGYPTIAN  cigarettes,  75 
— ,  imports,  90 

Exports,  British  manufac- 
ture, different  kinds 
of,  92 

,  Cavendish  factories,  1 00 

,  customers  abroad,  97 

— ,  foreign  leaf  and  foreign 
manufactured,  101 

,  "  Offals,"  102 

Extracts  for  agriculture,  108 

FERMENTATION,   curing  pro- 
cess, 38 

"  Fillers,"  cigars,  55 
— ,  roll,  68 

"  Firing,".  37 

Flake/  65 
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Fumigants,  108 

GLADSTONE'S    Manufactured 

Tobacco  Act,  78 
Government  chemists,  13 

-  laboratory,  24,  30 
Growth  in  United  Kingdom, 

19,  28 
Gumming  cigars,  58 

HAND-MADE  cigars,  58 

-  cigarettes,  76 
"  Hands,"  44 
Harvesting,  37 
Havana  leaf,  54 
Hogsheads,  packing,  44 
Home   consumption    figures, 

104 
Horn-worm,  36 

Imperial  Tobacco  Company, 

27 

Imports,  leaf,  85 
,  manufactured  different 

kinds,  88 

Introduction  of  tobacco,  1 
"  Invasion "      of     American 

Tobacco  Trust,  25 
Irish  "  grown,"  28 

-  snuff,  82 
Isle  of  Man,  115 

KING'S  warehouse,  83 

-  pipe,  108,  111 

LATAKIA,  45,  67 
Licence  duties,   114 

MACHINES,  cigarettes,  71 
Manufacture  of  cigars,  55 

—  cut  tobaccos,  64 

-  Virginian  cigarettes,  70 

-  Turkish  cigarettes,  73 

—  Cavendish  and  Negro- 

head,  78 
-  snuff,  81 

Manufacturers'  Licences,  114 
"  Mixing  Act,"  11 


Mixtures  for  the  pipe,  66 
Moisture  in  tobacco,  18,  32 

-  Law,  20 
Mould  cigars,  58 

NEGROHEAD,  77,  79 
"  Newcastle  Brown,"  69 
Nicotine,  46,  109 
Non-fermentative  system  of 

curing,   40 
Nursery  bed,  36 

OCCASIONAL    retail    licences, 

114 
"  Offals,"  107 

-  exports,    102 
Oil  in  roll,  18,  69 

-  essential  in  snuff,  83 

"  Ordering  "  process  in  cur- 
ing, 42 

Output    of    Virginian    cigar- 
ettes, 72 

-  Turkish  cigarettes,  76 

PARCELS  Post,  104 

"  Permits  "  Excise,  50 

Pests  in  cultivation,  36 

Pigtail,  68 

Plug,  69 

"  Prince's  Mixture,"  82 

Prizing,  44 

Prohibition,  Cromwell,  4 

"  Pure  Tobacco  Act,"  12 

"  Push- work  "  cigarettes,  71 

RAPPEE,  82 
Re-exports,    101 
"  Returns  "  66 
Retailers,  31 

Retailers'  licence  duty,  114 
Revenue  control,  48,  77 
— -  from  tobacco,   105 
Refuse  from  Cavendish  fac- 
tory, 80 
Roll,  68 

"  SCOTTISH  Solomon,"  2 
leaf,  29 
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Shags,  66 

"  Shipping  "  tobacco,  45 

Ships'  stores,  102 

Smokers'  preference  for  pipe, 

etc.,  106 
Smuggling  in  time  of  William 

Pitt,  8 

-  present  time,  110 
Snuff  manufacture,  81 

— ,  Scotch,  83 

,  Tonquin  bean,  83 

Snuffing,  84 

Spanish  wording,  54 

"  Spills'  "  cigarettes,  71,  72 

Statistics  of  imports,  etc.,  85 

Stock  and  survey  system,  9 

Stoving  cut  tobacco,  65 

"  Strips,"  45 

"  Substitutes,"  introduction, 

9 

Sun-cured  leaf,  40 
Sun-dried  leaf,  40 


"  TADDY'S  snuff,"  82 
Tariff,  Customs,  112 

— ,  Excise,    115 
Tobacco,     Drawback 
mittee,  96 

retailers,  31 

Travellers,  32 
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Tobacco,  wholesale  dealers,  32 
Tonquin  bean,  83 
Topping,  37 
Transhipments,  102 
"  Tuck,"  cigar,  56 
Turkish  cigarettes,  73 

—  leaf,  74 
Twist,  68 

VARIETIES       of       Nicotiana 

plant,  34 

Virginian  cigarettes,  70 
Vuelta  Abajo  cigar  leaf,  62 

WALPOLE'S  Tobacco  Bill,  7 

Warehousing    system    adop- 
ted, 9 

Waste  from  Cavendish  fac- 
tory, 80 

"  licensed  "     fac- 
tories, 107 

Water,    18 

Welsh  snuff,  82 

Wholesale  dealers,  32 

Wilson's  S.P.,  82 

Wind  screens,  36 

Wrappers,  cigars,  55 

YANKEE  planters'  pooling,  33 
Yellow  leaf,  41 
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First  Steps  in  Book-keeping.    By  W.  A.  Hatchard,  A.C.P.,  F.B.T.     In  crown  8vo,  limp 

cloth,  80  pp gd.  net 

Pitman's  Primer  of  Book-keeping.  Thoroughly  prepares  the  student  for  the  study  of  more 

elaborate  treatises.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  144  pp Jg. 

Answers  to  Pitman's  Primer  of  Book-keeping.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth Isi 

Easy  Exercises  for  Pitman's  Primer  of  Book-keeping.  In  crown  8vo,  48  pp 6d. 

Book-keeping  Diagrams.  By  James  McKee.  In  crown  8vo,  36  pp gfl. 

Book-keeping  Simplified.  New  Edition,  enlarged,  and  thoroughly  revised.  With  new 
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Buxton,  A.C.A.  (Hons.).  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  300  pp 2s.  6d! 

Answers  to  Book-keeping  Simplified.  Revised  Edition.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth .Is! 

Pitman's  Advanced  Book-keeping.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  187  pp 2s.  6d. 

Answers  to  Pitman's  Advanced  Book-keeping.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth Is! 

Pitman's  Higher  Book-keeping  and  Accounts.  By  H.  W.  Porritt  and  W.  Nicklin,  A.S.A.A. 

In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  304  pp.,  with  many  up-to-date  forms,  and  facsimile  documents. 

2s  8d. 
Full  Course  in  Book-keeping.  By  H.  W.  Porritt  and  W.  Nicklin,  A.S.A.A.  This  volume 

consists  of  the  popular  text-book  "  Higher  Book-keeping  and  Accounts,"  to  which  has 
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cloth,  124  pp.  .  „ Is.  net. 
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Pitman's  Business  Book-keeping  Transactions.    No.  L Is. 
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cloth,  180  pp 2s.  8d.  net. 
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crown  8vo,  cloth,  120  pp •••*•• 2s.  net. 

Accountancy.     By  F.  W.  Pixley,  F.C.A.,   Barrister-at-Law.     In  demy  8vo,  cloth,  318  pp. 
v,  5s.  net. 

Auditing,  Accounting  and  Banking.  By  Frank  Dowlei,  A.C.A. .  and  E  Mardinor  Harris, 
Associate  of  the  Institute  of  Bankers.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  .  5s.  net. 

The  Accounts  of  Executors,  Administrators  and  Trustees.  By  William  B.  Phillips,  A.C.A. 
(Hons.  Inter,  and  Final),  A.C.I.S.,  Lecturer  on  the  subject  to  the  Manchester  Evening 
School  of  Commerce,  and  late  Lecturer  to  the  Manchester  Chartered  Accountants' 
Students'  Society.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt  . « 3s.  8d.  net. 


Gold  Mins  Accounts  and  Costing.  A  Practical  Manual  tor  Officials,  Accountants,  Book-keepers, 
Etc.  By  G.  W.  Tait,  of  the  South  African  staff  of  a  leading  group  of  mines.  In  demy 
8vo,  cloth  gilt,  93  pp 5s.  net. 

Income  Tax  Accounts  and  How  to  Prepare  Them.  Notes  on  Income  Tax  Law  and  Practice. 
In  crown  8vo,  cloth  2s. 
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106  pp.,  with  interleaved  blotting  paper  Cs.  6d.  net. 

BUSINESS   TRAINING 
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Office  Routine  for  Boys  and  Girls,  3rd  Stage.    In  crown  8vo,  64  pp 6d. 

First  Steps  in  Business  Training.  By  V.  E.  Collinge,  A.C.I.S.  In  crown  8vo,  limp  cloth, 
80  pp 8d.  net. 

Counting-House  Routine.  1st  Year's  Course.  By  Vincent  E.  Collinge,  A.C.I.S.  New 
Edition,  thoroughly  Revised  and  Enlarged.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  with  illustrations, 
maps,  and  facsimile  commercial  forms,  162  pp Is.  net. 

Counting-House  Routine.  2nd  Year's  Course.  By  Vincent  E.  Collinge,  A.C.I.S.  New 
Edition,  thoroughly  Revised  and  Enlarged.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  with  illustrations, 
maps,  and  facsimile  commercial  forms,  188  pp Is.  6d.  net. 
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thoroughly  revised  and  considerably  enlarged.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  282  pp 2s.  6d. 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Commerce.  Being  a  Complete  Guide  to  Methods  and  Machinery 
of  Business.  Edited  by  F.  Heelis,  F.C.I.S.,  Examiner  in  Business  Training  to  the 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Union  of  Institutes,  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  and  the 
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ment. In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  128  pp Is.  6d. 

Guide  to  the  Mercantile  Marine.  By  R.  A.  Fletcher.  A  Guide  to  all  who  wish  to  join  it. 
With  illustrations.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth Is.  6d.  net. 

The  Junior  Corporation  Clerk.  By  J.  B.  Carrington,  F.S.A.A.,  Borough  Accountant  of 
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(Incorporated)  :  etc.,  etc.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  with  illustrations Is.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Business  Terms,  Phrases  and  Abbreviations.  Fourth  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 
In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  280  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

Mercantile  Terms  and  Abbreviations.  Containing  over  1,000  terms  and  500  abbreviations 
used  in  commerce,  with  definitions.  Size  3  in.  by  4!  in.,  cloth  126  pp., Is.  net. 

Commercial  Terms  in  Five  Languages.  Being  about  1,900  terms  and  phrases  used  in  com- 
merce, with  their  equivalents  in  French,  German,  Spanish,  and  Italian.  Size  3  in. 
by  4?  in.,  cloth,  118  pp Is.  net. 

How  to  Teach  Business  Training.     By  F.  Heelis,  F.C.I.S.     In  crown  8vo,  160  pp. .  .2s.  6d.  net. 

Questions  in  Business  Training.     By  F.  Heelis,  F.C.I.S.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  108  pp Is. 

Answers  to  Questions  in  Business  Training.  By  the  same  author.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  about 
160  pp 2s. 

Questions  and  Answers  in  Business  Training.  By  the  same  author.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth. 
269  pp 2s.  6d. 

Business  Methods  and  Secretarial  Work  ior  Girls  and  Women.  By  Helene  Reinherz,  M.A., 
Junior  Bursar,  Girton  College,  Cambridge.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  96  pp. Is.  net. 

Digesting  Returns  into  Summaries.  By  A.  J.  Lawford  Jones,  of  H.M.  Civil  Service.  In 
crown  8vo,  cloth,  84  pp Is.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Civil  Service  Guide.     By  A.  J.  Lawford  Jones.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  too  pp.  ls.net. 
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Copying  Manuscript,  Orthography,  Handwriting,  etc.  By  the  same  author.  Actual 
Examination  Papers  only.  In  foolscap  410,  48  pp 2s.  net. 

Clerks  :  Their  Rights  and  Obligations.  By  Edward  A.  Cope.  In  foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  160  pp. 

Is.  net. 

Handbook  for  Commercial  Teachers.  By  Fred  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com.,  F.C.I.S.,  etc. ;  Professor 
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Salford  Education  Committees.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  200  pp „  .2s.  6d.  net. 
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Manual  of  Commercial  English.     By  the  same  author.     Including  Composition  and  Precis 

Writing.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  234  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Commercial  Correspondence  and  Commercial  English.      In  crown  8vo,  cloth, 

272  pp , 2s.  6d. 

Pitman's  International  Mercantile  Letters.    In  five  volumes,  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  each  about 

250  pp.    English-German,  2s.  8d.    English,  2s.  6d.     English-French,  2s.  8d.    English- 
Italian,  3s.    English-Portuguese,  3s.  6d.. 
Pitman's  Dictionary  of  Commercial  Correspondence  in  French,  German,  Spanish,  and  Italian. 

Second,  Revised  and  Cheaper  Edition.     In  demy  8vo,  cloth,  502  pp 5s.  net. 

Punctuation  as  a  Means  of  Expression.    By  A.  E.  Lovell,  M.A.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  80  pp. 

Is.   6d. 

The  Avon  English  Grammar  Primer.    Cloth,  219  pp Is. 

English  Grammar.     New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged  by  C.  D.  Punchard,  B.A.  (Lond.). 

In  crown  8vo,  cloth ,  142  pp , Is.  net. 

A  Guide  to  English  Composition.     By  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Bacon.     112  pp.,  paper  Is. ;  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

Notes  of  Lessons  on  English.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth  208  pp 3s.  6d. 

Grammar  and  its  Reasons :  For  Students  and  Teachers  of  the  English  Tongue.    By  Mary 

Holland  Leonard.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  392  pp , 3s.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Studies  in  Elocution.     By  E.  M.  Corbould  (Mrs,  Mark  hobinson).     With  over  100 

selections  for  Reciters  and  Readers.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  gilt  top  . . .  .2s.  6d.  net. 
English  Composition  and  Correspondence.    By  J.  F.  Davis,  D.Lit.,  M.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.). 

In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  118  pp Is.  net. 

How  to  Teach  Commercial  English,     By  Walter  Shawcross,  B.A.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt, 

160  pp.     .    2s.  8d.  net. 

The  Foreign  Correspondent.     By  Emil  Davies.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  80  pp Is.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Pocket  Dictionary.     Royal  321110,  5  in.  by  3  in.,  cloth  gilt,  362  pp.,  Is.  net ;   also 

in  leather,  Is.  8d.  net, 

Commercial  Dictionary.     In  crown  8vo,  paper  boards,  9d.  net.  ;   cloth Is.  net. 

Studies  in  Essay  Writing.     By  V.  P.  Peacock.     In  crown  8vo,  paper,  6d.  net.,  cloth  9d.  net. 
Guide  to  Indexing  and  Precis  Writing.     By  William  Jayne  Weston,  M.A.,  and  E.  Bowker, 

In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  no  pp.     . .    , Is.  net. 

Indexing  and  Precis  Writing.     By  A.  ).  Lawford  Jones,  of  H.M.  Civil  Service,  Medallist  and 

First  Prizeman,  Society  of  Arts,  1900.       In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  144  pp Is.  6d. 

Exercises  and  Answers  in  Indexing  and  Precis  Writing.      By  Wm,  Jayne  Weston,  M.A. 

(Lond.).     In  crown  8vo.  cloth,  144  pp Is.  6d. 


COMMERCIAL   GEOGRAPHY 

First  Steps  in  Commercial  Geography.  By  James  Stephenson,  M.A.,  B.Com.  There  are 
t6  maps  and  diagrams  included.  In  crown  8vo,  limp  cloth,  80  pp 8d.  net. 

The  World  and  its  Commerce.     In  crown  8vo.  cioth,  128  pp  .  with  34  maps . . , Is. 

Pitman's  Commercial  Geography  of  the  British  Isles.  New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged. 
In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  150  pp.,  with  34  coloured  maps  and  plates,  three  black  and  white 
maps,  and  other  illustrations , . , , .  Is. 
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Pitman's  Commercial  Geography  of  the  British  Empire  Abroad  and  Foreign  Countries.  New 
Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  205  pp.,  with  35  coloured  maps 
and  plates,  1 1  black  and  white  maps,  and  end-paper  maps Is.  6d. 

Pitman's  Commercial  Geography  of  the  World.  New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  In 
crown  8vo,  cloth,  350  pp.,  with  about  90  maps  and  plates 2s.  6d. 

Examination  Notes  on  Commercial  Geography.  By  W.  P.  Rutter,  M.Com.  Size  6*  in.  by 
3i  in.,  cloth,  120  pp Is.  6d.  net. 


COMMERCIAL  HISTORY 

Commercial  History.  By  J.  R.  V.  Marchant,  M.A.,  formerly  Scholar  of  Wadham  College. 
Oxford,  Examiner  in  Commercial  History  to  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In 
crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  272  pp , 3s. 

Pitman's  Industrial  and  Social  History.  By  George  Collar,  B.A.,  B.Sc.  (Lond.).  In  crown 
8vo,  cloth,  with  over  100  illustrations,  284  pp 2s. 


COMMERCIAL  READERS 

Pitman's  Commercial  Reader  (Intermediate  Book).  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  240  pp.  Illus- 
trated  Is.  9d. 

Pitman's  Commercial  Reader  (Senior  Book).  An  Introduction  to  Modern  Commerce.  Con- 
tains over  160  black  and  white  illustrations.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  272  pp 2s. 


FRENCH 

A  Child's  First  Steps  in  French.  By  A.  Vizetelly.  An  elementary  French  reader  with 
vocabulary.  Illustrated.  In  crown  8vo,  limp  cloth 9d. 

Pitman's  French  Course,  Part  L    In  crown  8vo,  paper,  6d. ;  cloth 8d. 

Pitman's  French  Course,  Part  EL    In  crown  8vo,  paper,  8d. ;  cloth    lOd. 

Key  to  Pitman's  French  Course,  Parts  I  and  IL    In  crown  8vo,  each ,  .Is.  6d. 

Pitman 's  Practical  French  Grammar.  With  copious  Vocabulary  and  Imitated  Pronunciation. 
In  crown  8vo,  120  pp.,  paper,  Is. ;  cloth Is.  8d. 

Pitman's  Commercial  French  Grammar.  By  F.  W.  M.  Draper,  B.A.,  B.  es  L.  Of  Queens' 
College,  Cambridge,  and  Licencie  of  the  University  of  Paris  ;  also  Assistant  Master  at  the 
City  of  London  School.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  166  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

French  Business  Letters.    First  Series.     In  crown  4to 6d.  net. 

French  Business  Letters.     By  A.  H.  Bernaardt.   Second  Series.     In  crown  8vo 6d.net. 

Commercial  Correspondence  in  French.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  240  pp 2s.  6d. 

French  Commercial  Reader.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  208  pp 2s.  6d. 

French  Commercial  Phrases  and  Abbreviations  with  Translation.    In  crown  8vo  6d. 

French  Business  Interviews.     In  crown  8vo,  80  pp.,  paper,  Is. ;  cloth   Is.  6d. 

Easy  French  Conversational  Sentences.    In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Advanced  French  Conversational  Exercises.     In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Examinations  in  French,  and  How  to  Pass  Them.    In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Examination  Notes  on  French.     By  F.  W.  M.  Draper.  Size  6J  in.  by  3$  in.,  cloth,  50  pp.  Is.  net. 

Tourists'  Vade  Mecum  of  French  Colloquial  Conversation.  Handy  size  for  the  pocket,  cloth, 

Is.  net« 

French  Translation  and  Composition.  By  Lewis  Marsh,  B.A.  (Hons.),  Cantab.,  Med.  and 
Mod.  Languages  Tripos,  Late  Exhibitioner  of  Emmanual  College  ;  White  Prizeman  ; 
Assistant  Master,  City  of  London  School ;  and  Special  Instructor  in  French  and  German 
to  the  London  County  Council.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  187  pp. .  - 2s.  6d. 

French  Prose  Writers  of  the  XlXth  Century  and  After.  By  Victor  Leuliette,  B.esL ,  A.K.C. 
An  advanced  French  Reader  with  Biographical  and  Critical  Notices  in  French  and 
Literary  and  Bibliographical  Notes  in  English.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  350  pp. .  . 3s.  net. 

French  Phrases  for  Advanced  Students.  By  Edward  J.  Kealey,  B.A.,  formerly  Classical 
and  Modern  Languages  Master  at  Ampleforth  College,  York  ;  late  Senior  French  Master 
to  the  Grammar  School,  Dudley ;  and  County  Council  Instructor  at  the  Municipal 
Technical  School,  Wednesbury.  New,  Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition.  In  crown  8vo, 
cloth,  140  pp Is.  6d  net 
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Pitman's  International  Mercantile  Letters.  English-French.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth.. 2s.  6d. 
English-French  and  French-English  Dictionary  of  Business  Words  and  Terms.  Size  2  in.  by 

6  in.,  cloth,  rounded  corners  2s.  6d.  net. 

Le  Bourgeois  Gentilhomme.  Molidre's  Comedy  in  French,  fully  annotated. . . Is.  ;  cloth,  Is.  6d. 
Vest  Pocket  List  of  Endings  of  French  Regular  and  Auxiliary  Verbs.  With  notes  on  the 

Participles  and  the  Infinitive.     48  pp gfl.  net. 

GERMAN 

Pitman's  German  Course.  Part  L  In  crown  8vo,  paper,  8d. ;  cloth 8d. 

Key  to  Pitman 's  German  Course.  Part  L  In  crown  8vo Is.  6d. 

Pitman's  Practical  German  Grammar.  In  crown  8vo,  paper,  Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Pitman's  Commercial  German  Grammar.  By  J.  Bithell,  M.A.,  Lecturer  in  German  at  the 

Birkbeck  College,  London  ;  Recognised  Teacher  of  the  University  of  London.     In  crown 

8vo,  cloth  gilt  2s.  6d.  net. 

German  Business  Interviews,  Nos.  1  and  2.  In  crown  8vo,  paper,  Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Elementary  German  Correspondence.  By  Lewis  Marsh,  M.A.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth 2s. 

Commercial  Correspondence  in  German.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  240  pp 2s.  6d. 

German  Commercial  Reader.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  208  pp 2s.  6d. 

German  Business  Letters.  First  Series.  In  crown  8yo . . . 6d.  net. 

German  Business  Letters.  By  G.  Albers.  Second  Series.  In  crown  8vo 6d.  net. 

German  Commercial  Phrases.  In  crown  8vo 6d. 

German  Examination  Papers  with  Model  Answers.  In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Examination  Notes  on  German.  By  A.  Hargreaves,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Modern  Language  Master 

at  the  City  of  London  School.  Cloth,  6i  in,  by  3$  in.,  56  pp Is.  net. 

Easy  German  Conversational  Sentences.  In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Advanced  German  Conversational  Exercises.  In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Tourists '  Vade  Mecum  of  German  Colloquial  Conversation.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth Is.  net. 

Der  Neffe  Als  Onkel.  Schiller's  Comedy,  fully  annotated.  In  crown  8vo,  paper,  6d. ;  cloth ,  Is. 
English-German  and  German-English  Dictionary  of  Business  Words  and  Terms.  Size  2  in. 

by  6  in. ,  rounded  corners,  cloth 2s.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  International  Mercantile  Letters.  English-German.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth.  .2s.  6d. 

ITALIAN 

Tourists'  Vade  Mecum  of  Italian  Colloquial  Conversation.    Cloth Is.  net. 

International  Mercantile  Letters.    English-Italian.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth 3s. 

Italian  Business  Letters.    By  A.  Valgimigli.    In  crown  8vo 6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Italian  Commercial  Grammar.  By  Luigi  Ricci,  Professor  at  the  University  of 
London.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt -  ....  2s.  6d.  net. 

SPANISH  AND  PORTUGUESE 

Spanish  Business  Letters.    First  Series.     In  crown  8vo 6d.  net. 

Spanish  Business  Letters.    By  E.  McConnell.     2nd  Series.    In  crown  8vo,  48  pp Rd.  net. 

Spanish  Business  Interviews.  With  Correspondence,  Invoices,  etc.  In  crown  8vo,  paper, 

Is. ;  cloth,  Is.  8d. 

Easy  Spanish  Conversational  Sentences.    In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Advanced  Spanish  Conversational  Exercises.    In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Pitman's  Practical  Spanish  Grammar.    In  crown  8vo,  paper,  Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Pitman's  Spanish  Commercial  Grammar.  By  C.  A.  Toledano,  Spanish  Master  at  the  Man- 
chester Municipal  School  of  Commerce,  Manchester  Athenaeum,  etc.  In  crown  8vo, 
cloth  gilt,  250  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

Spanish  Commercial  Phrases.    With  abbreviations  and  translation.    In  crown  8vo 8d. 

Examination  Notes  on  Spanish.  By  Alfred  Calvert,  Public  Translator  of  European  Languages; 
Lecturer  in  French,  German,  Spanish,  etc.,  etc.,  at  the  Manchester  Municipal  School 
of  Commerce.  Cloth,  6J  in.  by  3^  in.,  56  pp Is.  net. 

Tourists'  Vade  Mecnm  of  Spanish  Colloquial  Conversation.    Cloth    Is.  net. 

Commercial  Correspondence  in  Spanish.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  240  pp 2s.  6d. 

A  New  Dictionary  of  the  Portuguese  and  English  Languages.  In  two  vols.,  each  15s.  net. 
Abridged  Edition,  two  parts  in  one  vol., 15s.  net. 

Pitman's  International  Mercantile  Letters.  English-Portuguese.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth.  3s.  6d. 
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HANDWRITING 

Pitman's  Commercial  Handwriting  and  Correspondence,     in   foolscap  4to,  quarter  cloth. 

2s. 

Business  Handwriting.     Seventh  Edition,  Revised.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  84  pp Is. 

Pitman's  Commercial  Copy  and  Exercise  Books.    In  foolscap  folio,  32  pp.,  each 8d. 

First  Steps  in  Business  Letter  Writing.   By  Fred.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com.,  F.C.I.S.,  etc.     In  crowi> 

8vo,  cloth,  about  80  pp 8d.  net. 

Pitman's  "New  Era  "  Business  Copy  Books.     By  F.  Heelis,  F.C.I.S.    Civil  Service  Style 

In  three  books,  Junior,  Intermediate,  and  Senior.     Each  in  stout  paper  covers,  largr 

post  4to,  32  pp 4d. 

Exercise  Books  of  Facsimile  Commercial  Forms.     In  large  post  4to,  printed  in  red  and  black , 

in  wrapper,   32  pp 6d. 

Pitman's  Facsimile  Commercial  Forms.     New,  Revised,  and  Enlarged  Edition.     35  separate 

forms  in  envelope,  6d.  net.     Forms  separately,  per  doz.,  3d. 

Pitman's  Office  Routine  Copy  Book,  No.  1.    In  large  post  4to,  24  pp 3d. 

Pitman's  Office  Routine  Copy  Book,  No.  2.    In  large  post  4to,  24  pp 3d. 

Pitman's  Office  Routine  Copy  Book,  No.  3.    In  large  post  4to,  24  pp 3d. 

Civil  Service  and  Commercial  Copying  Forms.    In  crown  8vo,  40  pp 6d. 

Ruled  Forms  for  use  with  the  above.    Books  I  and  BL    Each  foolscap  folio,  40  pp 8d. 


COMMON   COMMODITIES    OF    COMMERCE    SERIES 

Each  book  in  crown  8vo,  cloth,  with  coloured  frontispiece  and  many  illustrations,  maps, 
charts,  etc.     Is.  6d.  net. 

Tea.    From  Grower  to  Consumer.     By  A.  Ibbetson.     Ot,  Messrs.  Joseph  Travers  &  Sons. 

Coffee.    From  Grower  to  Consumer.     By  B.  B.  Keable.     Of  Messrs.  Joseph  Travers  &  Sons. 

Cotton.    From  the  Raw  Material  to  the  Finished  Product.     By  R.  J.  Peake. 

Sugar,  Cane  and  Beet.     By  Geo.  Martineau,  C.B. 

Oil  Animal,  Vegetable,  Essential,  and  Mineral.    By  C.  Aiiisworth  Mitchell. 

Rubber.    Production  and  Utilisation  oi  the  Raw  Product.     By  C.  Beadle  and  H.  P.  Stevens 

M.A.,  Ph.D.,  F.I.C. 
Iron  and  Steel.    Their  Production  and  Manufacture.    By  C.  Hood,  of  the  well-known  firm 

of  Messrs.  Bell  Brothers,  Limited. 
Silk.     Its  Production  and  Manufacture.     By  Luther    Hooper.     Weaver,    Designer,    and 

Manufacturer. 
Tobacco.     From  Grower  to  Smoker.     By  A.  E.  Tanner,  Chemical  Officer  in  the  Customs  and 

Excise  Department. 
Wool.    From  the  Raw  Material  to  the  Finished  Product.    By  J.  A.  Hunter. 

Othet  volumes  in  preparation. 


PRACTICAL  PRIMERS  OF  BUSINESS 

Each  in  crown  8vo.  cloth,  about  120  pp.,  Is.  net. 

The  Money,  and  the  Stock  and  Share  Markets,     By  Emil  Davies. 
Shipping.     By  Arnold  Hall  and  F.  Heywood. 


The  Elements  of  Banking.     By  J.  P.  Gandy. 

The  Elements  of  Insurance.    By  J.  Alfred  Eke. 

Advertising.     By  Howard  Bridgewater. 

The  Card  Index  System.    Its  Principles,  Uses,  Operation,  and  Component  Parts.    By  R.  B 

Byles. 

Book-keeping  for  Retailers.     By  H.  W.  Porritt,  and  W.  Nicklin,  A.S.A.A 
The  Elements  of  Commercial  Law.     By  A.  H.  Douglas,  LL.B. 
English  Composition  and  Correspondence.     By  J.  F.  Davis,  M.A.,  D.Litt.,  LL.B. 
Guide  to  Indexing  and  Precis  Writing.    By  W.  J.  Weston,  M.A.,  and  E.  Bowker. 


BUSINESS    HANDBOOKS 

Pitman's  Commercial  Encyclopaedia  and  Dictionary  of  Business.  Edited  by  J.  A.  Slater, 
B.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  Of  the  Middle  Temple  and  North-Eastern  Circuit,  Barrister-at- 
Law.  Assisted  by  upwards  of  50  specialists  as  contributors.  A  reliable  and  compre- 
hensive work  of  reference  on  all  commercial  subjects,  specially  designed  and  written 
for  the  busy  merchant,  the  commercial  student,  and  the  modern  man  of  affairs.  With 
numerous  maps,  illustrations,  facsimile  business  forms  and  legal  documents,  diagrams, 
etc.  Orders  for  complete  sets  only  of  the  work  can  be  accepted.  An  elaborate  prospectus, 
containing  full  particulars  with  specimen  pages,  forms,  maps,  etc.,  has  been  prepared, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  on  application.  In  4  vols.,  large  crown  4to,  each  about  450 
pp.,  cloth  gilt,  £1  10s.  net  (7s.  6d.  net  each  volume).  Half  leather  gilt,  £2  2s.  net. 
(10s.  6d.  net  each  volume). 

Pitman 's  Business  Man 's  Guide.  Edited  by  J .  A.  Slater,  B. A.,  LL.B.  Fifth  Edition ,  Revised. 
In  crown  8vo,  cloth  cover  of  special  design,  500  pp 3s.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Public  Man's  Guide.  Edited  by  J.  A.  Slater,  B.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  A  Handbook 
for  all  who  take  an  interest  in  questions  of  the  day.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  444  pp. 

3s.  6d.  net. 

Lectures  on  British  Commerce,  including  Finance,  Insurance,  Business  and  Industry.  By 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Frederick  Huth  Jackson,  G.  Armitag^-Smith,  M.A.,  D.Litt.,  Robert  Bruce, 
C.B.,  etc.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  295  pp 7s.  6d.  net. 

Office  Organisation  and  Management,  Including  Secretarial  Work.  By  Lawrence  R.  Dicksee, 
M.Com.  F.C.A.,  and  H.  E.  Blain,  Tramways  Manager,  County  Borough  of  West  Ham. 
New  Edition,  Revised.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  306  pp 5s.  net. 

Counting-House  and  Factory  Organisation.  By  J.  Gilmour  Williamson,  Holder  of  Business, 
Diploma  of  the  Heriot-Watt  College,  Edinburgh.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  182  pp.  5s.  net. 

Insurance.  By  T.  E.  Young,  B.A.,  F.R.A.S.,  ex-President  of  the  Institute  of  Actuaries  ; 
ex-Chairman  of  the  Life  Offices'  Association,  etc.,  etc.  A  complete  and  practical  exposi- 
tion for  the  Student  and  the  Business  Man.  Second  Edition.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt, 
408  pp 5s.  net. 

Insurance  Office  Organisation,  Management,  and  Accounts.  By  T.  E.  Young,  B.A.,  F.R.A.S., 
and  Richard  Masters,  A.C.A.  Second  Edition,  Revised.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt, 
146  pp 3s.  6d.  net. 

Shipping  Office  Organisation,  Management,  and  Accounts.  By  Alfred  Calvert.  In  demy 
8vo,  cloth  gilt,  203  pp 5s.  net. 

Solicitors'  Office  Organisation,  Management,  and  Accounts.  By  E.  A.  Cope,  and  H.  W.  H. 
Robins.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  176  pp.,  with  numerous  forms 5s.  net. 

Stockbrokers'  Office  Organisation,  Management,  and  Accounts.  By  J.  E.  Day,  Managing 
Clerk  to  a  London  firm  of  Inside  brokers.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  242  pp..  .7s.  6d.  net. 

Drapery  Business  Organisation,  Management  and  Accounts.  By  J.  Ernest  Bayley.  In 
demy  8yo,  cloth  gilt 5s.  net. 

Grocery  Business  Organisation  and  Management.  By  C.  L.  T.  Beeching,  Secretary  and  Fellow 
of  the  Institute  of  Certificated  Grocers.  With  Chapters  on  Buying  a  Business,  Grocers' 
Office  Work  and  Book-keeping,  and  a  Model  Set  of  Grocer's  Accounts.  By  J.  Arthur 
Smart,  of  the  Firm  of  Alfred  Smart,  Valuer  and  Accountant  ;  Fellow  of  the  Institute 
of  Certificated  Grocers.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  about  160  pp.,  with  illustrations  5s.  net. 

Bank  Organisation,  Management,  and  Accounts.  By  J.  F.  Davis,  M.A.,  D.Lit.,  LL.B.  (Lond.), 
Lecturer  in  Banking  and  Finance  at  the  City  of  London  College.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth 
gilt,  165  pp.,  with  forms  5s.  net. 

Dictionary  of  Banking.  A  Complete  Encyclopaedia  of  Banking  Law  and  Practice.  By  W. 
Thomson,  Bank  Inspector.  In  crown  4to,  half  leather  gilt,  about  550  pp 21s.  net. 

Money,  Exchange,  and  Banking.  In  their  Practical,  Theoretical,  and  Legal  Aspects.  By 
H.  T.  Easton,  of  the  Union  of  London  and  Smiths  Bank,  Ltd.  Second  Edition,  Revised. 
In  demy  8yo,  cloth,  312  pp 5s.  net* 

Practical  Banking  (including  Currency).  By  J.  F.  G.  Bagshaw,  Fourth  Gilbart  Prizeman, 
Author  of  "  Bank  Balance  Sheets  and  How  to  Prepare  Them,"  etc.,  and  C.  F.  Hannaford, 
Associate  of  the  Institute  of  Bankers,  Examiner  hi  Banking  and  Currency  to  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  320  pp 5s.  net. 

Bank  Balance  Sheets  and  How  to  Prepare  Them.    By  J .  F.  G.  Bagshaw.    In  demy  8vo,  6d.  net. 

The  History,  Law,  and  Practice  of  the  Stock  Exchange.  By  A.  P.  Poley,  B.A.,  Barrister-at- 
Law,  and  F.  H.  Carruthers  Gould,  of  the  Stock  Exchange.  Second  Edition,  Revised. 
In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  348  pp 5s.  net. 

The  Students'  Guide  to. Marine  Insurance.  By  Henry  Keate,  Lecturer  on  Marine  Insurance 
at  the  Manchester  School  of  Commerce.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  203  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

The  Student's  Guide  to  Company  Secretarial  Work.  By  O.  Oldham,  A.C.I.S.  In  crown  8vo, 
cloth  gilt,  256  pp 8s.  6d.  net. 

a 


The  Company  Secretary's  Vade  Mecam.    In  foolscap  8vo,  doth,  183  pp Is.  8d.  net. 

Pitman's  Guile  for  the  Company  Secretary.  By  Arthur  Coles,  A.C.I.S.,  Sometime  Lecturer 
in  the  Technological  Schools  of  the  London  County  Council.  With  an  Introduction  by 
Herbert  E.  Blain.  Illustrated  with  54  facsimile  forms.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  346  pp. 

5s.  net. 

The  Chairman's  Manual  By  Gurdon  Palin,  of  Gray's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law,  and  Ernest 
Martin,  F.C.I.S.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  192  pp 2s.  64.  net. 

Prospectuses.  How  to  Read  and  Understand  Them.  By  Philip  Tovey,  A.C.I.S.  In  demy 
8vo,  cloth  gilt,  109  pp Is.  6d.  net. 

Pitman's  Secretary's  Handbook.  Edited  by  Herbert  E.  Blain.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt, 
168  pp 3s.  6d.  net. 

The  Transfer  of  Stocks,  Shares,  and  Other  Marketable  Securities.  A  Manual  of  the  Law  and 
Practice.  By  F.  D.  Head,  B.A.  (Oxon.),  late  Classical  Exhibitioner  of  Queen's  College ; 
of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law.  Second  Edition,  Revised  and  enlarged.  In  demy 
8vo,  cloth  gilt,  220  pp; 5s.  net. 

How  to  Take  Minutes.     In  demy  8vo,  cloth,  80  pp Is.  6d.  net. 

Cost  Accounts  in  Principle  and  Practice.  By  A.  Clifford  Ridgway,  A.C.A.  In  demy  8vo, 
cloth  gilt,  120  pp 3s.  8d.  net. 

The  Trader's  Guide  to  County  Court  Procedure.  By  F.  H.  B.  Chapman.  In  foolscap  8vo, 
cloth  112  pp Is.  net. 

Salesmanship.     By  W.  A.  Corbion  and  G.  E.  Grimsdale.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  186  pp. 

2s.  6d.  net. 

Advertising.     By  Howard  Bridgewater Is.  net 

Handbook  of  Advertising.     By  Christopher  Jones.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt 2s.  6d.  net. 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Advertising.  By  Walter  Dill  Scott,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  the  Psycho- 
logical Laboratory  of  North-Western  University,  U.S.A.  In  large  crown  8vo,  cloth, 
with  61  illustrations,  240  pp 6s.  net. 

The  Psychology  of  Advertising.  By  the  same  author.  In  large  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  with 
67  illustrations,  282  pp 6s.  net. 

The  Principles  of  Practical  Publicity.  Being  a  Treatise  on  "  The  Art  of  Advertising."  By 
Truman  A.  de  Weese.  In  large  crown  8vo,  cloth,  with  43  full-page  illustrations,  266  pp. 

7s.  6d.  net. 

Ads  and  Sales.  A  Study  of  Advertising  and  Selling  from  the  Standpoint  of  the  New  Principles 
of  Scientific  Management.  By  Herbert  N.  Casson.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth,  167  pp.  6s.  net. 

PITMAN'S  TRADER'S  HANDBOOKS.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  260  pp.      2s.  6d.  net. 
Drapery  and  Drapers'  Accounts.    By  Richard  Beynon. 
Grocery  and  Grocers'  Accounts.    By  W.  F.  Tupman. 
Ironmongery  and  Ironmongers'  Accounts.    By  S.  W.  Francis. 

The  World's  Commercial  Products.  By  W.  G.  Freeman,  B.Sc.,  F.L.S.,  Superintendent, 
Colonial  Economic  Collections,  Imperial  Institute,  London,  and  S.  E.  Chandler,  D.Sc., 
F.L.S.,  Assistant,  Colonial  Economic  Collections,  Imperial  Institute,  London.  With 
contributions  by  numerous  Specialist?.  In  demy  4to,  cloth  gilt,  with  12  coloured 
plates,  12  maps,  and  420  illustrations  from  photographs.  432  pp 10s.  6d.  net. 

Dictionary  of  the  World 's  Commercial  Products.  By  J .  A.  Slater,  B.A.  LL.B.  (Lond.).  Second 
Edition,  Revised.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth,  163  pp 2s.  6d. 

Pitman's  Office  Desk  Book.  Second,  Revised  and  Cheaper  Edition.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth, 
309  PP Is.  net. 

The  "  Cole  "  Code,  or  Code  Dictionary.    Size  7i  in.  by  10  in.,  cloth,  272  pp 15s.  net. 

Where  to  Look.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  140  pp 2s.  net. 

Economics  for  Business  Men.  By  W.  J.  Weston,  M.A.  (Lond.).  B.Sc.  (Lond.).  In  crown 
8vo,  cloth  Is.  6d.  net. 

The  Student's  Guide  to  Political  Economy.  By  F.  H.  Spencer,  D.Sc.,  LL.B.,  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Statistical  Society,  and  of  the  Royal  Economic  Society ;  Lecturer  in  Economics 
and  Director  of  the  Day  Commercial  School,  City  of  London  College.  Tn  crown  8vo, 
cloth  gilt,  232  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

Outlines  of  the  Economic  History  of  England,  A  Study  in  Social  Development  By  H.  O. 
Meredith,  M.A.,  M.Com.  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge ;  Professor  of  Economics, 
Queen's  University,  Belfast ;  Sometime  Russell  Research  Student  and  Lecturer  in  the 
London  School  of  Economics  ;  Sometime  Lecturer  in  Economics  at  Cambridge  University. 
In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  376  pp 5s.  net. 

Systematic  Indexing.  By  J  Kaiser  In  royal  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  with  32  illustrations  and  12 
coloured  plates 12s.  6d.  net. 

Consular  Requirements  for  Exporters  and  Shippers  to  all  Parts  of  the  World.  By  J .  S.  Nowery. 
In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  82  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

A  Complete  Guide  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Memory.  By  the  late  Rev.  J.  H.  Bacon.  In 
foolscap  8vo,  cloth  Is.  net. 

How  to  Study  and  Remember.     By  B.  J.  Davies.    Third  Edition.     In  crown  8vo  ...  .6<L  net. 


LAW 

The  Elements  of  Commercial  Law.     By  A.  H.  Douglas,  LL.B.  (Lond.).     In  crown  8vo,  cloth, 

128  pp Is.  net. 

The  Commercial  Law  of  England.  By  J.  A.  Slater,  B.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  In  crown  8vo, 

cloth,  227  pp.  Fifth  Edition 2s.  6d. 

Questions  and  Answers  in  Commercial  Law.  By  J.  Wells  Thatcher,  Barrister-at-Law.  In 

crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt 2s.  6d. 

Examination  Notes  on  Commercial  Law.  By  R.  W.  Holland,  M.A.,  M.Sc.,  LL.B.,  Barrister- 
at-Law  ;  Lecturer  in  Commercial  Law  at  the  Manchester  Municipal  School  of  Commerce. 

Cloth,  6£  m.  by  3$  in Is.  net. 

Elementary  Law  for  Shorthand  Clerks  and  Typists.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  213  pp 2s.  6d. 

Legal  Terms,  Phrases,  and  Abbreviations.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  200  pp 2s.  6d. 

Conveyancing.  By  E.  A.  Cope.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  206  pp 3s.  net. 

Wills,  Executors,  and  Trustees.  With  a  Chapter  on  Intestacy.  By  J.  A.  Slater,  B.A.  LL.B. 

(Lond.).  In  foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  122  pp Is.  net. 

The  Law  Relating  to  Trade  Customs,  Marks,  Secrets,  Restraints,  Agencies,  etc.,  etc.  By 

Lawrence  Duckworth  Barrister-at-Law.  In  foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  116  pp Is.  net. 

The  Householders'  Legal  Rights  and  Duties  with  Respect  to  his  Neighbours,  the  Public,  and 

the  State.  By  J.  A.  Slater,  B.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  In  foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  130  pp. .  .ls.net. 
The  Householders'  Guide  to  the  Law  with  Respect  to  Landlord  and  Tenant,  Husband  and 

Wife,  Parent  and  Child,  and  Master  and  Servant.    By  the  same  author.     In  foolscap 

8vo,  cloth,  137  PP Is.  net. 

Household  Law.  By  J.  A.  Slater,  B.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  316  pp. 

5s.  net. 
Pitman's  Mercantile  Law.  By  J.  A.  Slater,  B.A.,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt, 

448  pp.  Second  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged 5s.  net. 

Pitman's  Bills,  Cheques,  and  Notes.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  206  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

Income  Tax  and  Inhabited  House  Duty  Law  and  Cases.  By  W.  E.  Snelling.  In  demy  8vo, 

cloth  gilt,  278  pp 5s.  net. 

Encyclopaedia  of  Marine  Law.  By  Lawrence  Duckworth ,  Barrister-at-Law.  Second  Edition , 

Revised  and  Enlarged.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  386  pp 5s.  net. 

The  Law  of  Heavy  and  Light  Mechanical  Traction  on  Highways  in  the  United  Kingdom.  By 

C.  A.  Montague  Barlow,  M.P.,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  and  W.  Joynson  Hicks,  M.P.     In  demy 

8vo,  cloth  gilt,  318  pp 8s.  8d.  net. 

The  Student's  Guide  to  Company  Law.  By  R.  W.  Holland,  M.A.,  M.Sc.,  LL.B.  (Hons.).  In 

crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  203  pp 2s.  6d.  net 

Companies  and  Company  Law.  Together  with  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1908. 

By  A.  C.  Connell,  LL.B.  (Lond.).  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  344  pp 5s.  net. 

The  Law  of  Carriage.  By  J.  E.  R.  Stephens,  B.A.  Of  the  Middle  Temple,  Barrister-at-Law. 

In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  340  pp.  5s.  net. 

The  Student 's  Guide  to  Bankruptcy  Law  and  Winding  up  of  Companies.  By  F.  Porter  Fausset, 

B.A.,  LL.B.,  Barrister-at-Law.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  187  pp 2s.  6d.  net. 

Bankruptcy  and  Bills  of  Sale.  An  A  B  C  of  the  Law.  By  W.  Valentine  Ball,  M.A.,  Barrister- 

at-Law.  Second  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  386  pp.  5s.  net. 

Farm  Law.  By  M.  G.  Johnson.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  1 60  pp 3s.6d.net. 

Pitman's  Guide  to  the  Law  of  Licensing.  The  Handbook  for  all  Licence  Holders.  By  J. 

Wells  Thatcher,  Barrister-at-Law.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  196  pp 5s.  net. 

Law  of  Repairs  and  Dilapidations.  A  Handbook  for  Students  and  Practitioners.  By  T.  Cato 

Worsfold,  M.A.,  LL.D.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt 3s.  6d.  net. 

The  Law  of  Contract.  By  R.  W.  Holland,  M.A.,  M.Sc.,  LL.B.  (Hons.).  Of  the  Middle  Temple, 

Barrister-at-Law.  In  foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  120  pp Is.  6d.  net. 

The  Law  of  Evidence.  A  Handbook  for  Students  and  Practitioners.  By  W.  Nembhard 

Hibbert,  LL.D.  (Lond.),  Barrister-at-Law  of  the  Middle  Temple  ;  sometime  Dean  of  the 

Faculty  of  Laws,  University  of  London  ;    Lecturer  on  Evidence,  Juri  prudence,  and 

Private  International  Law  at  King's  College,  University  of  London  ;  Joint  Author  of 

" The  Law  Relating  to  Company  Promoters."  In  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt  .  .  .3s.  6d.  net. 
Pitman's  Handbook  of  Local  Government  Law.  By  J.  Wells  Thatcher,  of  the  Middle  Temple, 

Barrister-at-Law.  In  large  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  250  pp 3s.  8d.  net. 

Local  Government  Case  Law,  1910  and  1911.  By  Randolph  A.  Glen,  M.A.,  LL.B.  (Cantab.), 

Barrister-at-Law  of  the  Middle  Temple  and  Western  Circuit.     In  two  volumes.     Vol.  I 

(1910),  176  pp.,  large  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  5s.  net.     Vol.  II  (1911),  abi  ut  350  pp.,  large 

crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  7s.  6d.  net. 
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SHORTHAND 

TWENTIETH    CENTURY     EDITIONS 

Phonographic  Teacher.  A  Guide  to  a  Practical  Acquaintance  with  the  Art  of  Phonography 
or  Phonetic  Shorthand.  By  Sir  Isaac  Pitman.  Contains  70  reading  and  writing 
exercises 6d 

Key  to  the  "  Phonographic  Teacher." 6d. 

Exercises  in  Phonography.  A  Series  of  Graduated  Sentence  Exercises,  illustrating  the 
Principles  of  the  Art  as  developed  in  the  "  Phonographic  Teacher." Id. 

Progressive  Studies  in  Phonography.  Edited  by  Sir  Isaac  Pitman.  Tenth  Edition.  Is.  •. 
cloth  Is.  8d 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Writing  Exercises  and  Examination  Tests.  In  crown  8vo,  240  pp., 
quarter  cloth,  Is.  ;  cloth Is.  6d 

Key  to  "Pitman's  Shorthand  Writing  Exercises  and  Examination  Tests."  Contains  Keys 
in  Engraved  Shorthand  to  all  the  Exercises.  Complete  Edition.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth. 

297  pp  3s.  8d. 

Also  in  parts.  Part  I  (to  halving  principle),  2s.  Part  II 2s. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Instructor.  A  Complete  Exposition  of  Sir  Isaac  Pitman's  System  of 
Phonography  This  is  the  Standard  Instruction  Book  on  Pitman's  Shorthand  There 
are  106  Reading  and  Writing  Exercises  and  full  Index  Cloth,  coloured  edges,  248  pp. 

Key  to  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Instructor."    Is. :  cloth Is.  6d. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Manual  (being  Part  I  of  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Instructor  ").  Is.  6d. ; 
cloth 2s 

Key  to  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Manual  » 6d 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Gradus ;  A  Series  of  Writing  Exercises  for  use  with  "  Pitman's  Short- 
hand Manual  "  or  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Instructor  "  (Part  I) 2d. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Reporter  (being  Part  II  of  "Pitman's  Shorthand  Instructor"),  an 
adaptation  of  Sir  Isaac  Pitman's  System  to  Verbatim  Reporting.  2s. ;  cloth. . .  ,2s.  6d. 

Key  to  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Reporter  "    8d. 

Reporting  Exercises ;  A  Praxis  on  the  Grammalogues,  Contractions,  Phrases,  etc.,  of  the 
Reporting  Style  of  Pitman's  Shorthand 6d. 

Key  to  "  Reporting  Exercises  "  ;   in  the  Reporting  Style  of  Pitman's  Shorthand Is. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Commercial  Course.  Contains  a  presentation  of  Sir  Isaac  Pitman's 
system  specially  adapted  for  students  who  desire  a  knowledge  of  Shorthand  for  com- 
mercial correspondence.  Cloth,  240  pp 3s.  6d. 

Also  published  in  parts,  quarter  cloth.  Part  I  (Lessons  i  to  27,  to  halving  principle), 
Is.  6d. ;  Part  II  (Lessons  28  to  40) 2s. 

Key  to  "Pitman's  Shorthand  Commercial  Course."  Contains  Keys  to  all  the  Exercises 
and  Business  Letters.  Cloth Is.  6d. 

Additional  Exercises  for  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Commercial  Course."    Quarter  cloth Is. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Primer.  For  Use  in  Elementary  Day  Schools  and  Evening  Classes. 
In  three  books.  Each 8d. 

Key  to  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Primer."    Books  I,  II,  and  III.    Each 6d. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Reading  Lessons,  No.  L    For  use  with  "  Primer,  Book  II" 6d. 

Key  to  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Reading  Lessons,  No.  L" 2d. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Reading  Lessons,  No.  2.    For  use  with  "Primer,  Book  II"     ,...9d. 

Key  to  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Reading  Lessons,  No.  2." 2d. 

Pitman's  "Fono"  Head-Line  Shorthand  Copy  Books.  Books  A,  B,  C  for  "Teacher"; 
Nos.  i,  2,  3  for  "  Primer,"  Book  I.  Issued  in  copy-book  size,  fcap.  4to  (8|  in.  by  6$  in.). 
Knoh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*•  .2d. 

Graduated  Tests  hi  Pitman's  Shorthand 8d. 

Talks  with  Shorthand  Students.  By  James  Hynes.  in  pp.  Is.;  cloth Is.  6d 

Pitman's  Examination  Notes  on  Shorthand.  By  H.  W.  B.  Wilson.  (6J  in.  by  3*  hi.) 

Cloth Is.  neti 

Grammalogues  and  Contractions  from  "  Pitman's  Shorthand  Reporter " ;  for  use  in 

classes  gfl^ 

Vest  Pocket  List  of  Grammalogues  and  Contractions  of  Pitman's  Shorthand.  2!  in.  by  ij  in. 
limp  cloth 2d 


Cpmpend  of  Phonography.    Containing  alphabet,  brief  rules,  etc Id. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Dictionary.     By  Sir  Isaac  Pitman  (Inventor  of  Phonography,  a  System 

of  Phonetic  Shorthand  based  on  the  Sounds  of  Speech  and  the  Science  of  Phonetics). 

Ninth  Edition.     The  size  of  the  "  Dictionary  "  is  crown  8vo  (7$  in.  by  5$  in.),  and  it 

consists  of  316  pp.,  in  strong  binding.     Cloth 4g. 

"  Library  Edition,"  roan,  coloured  edges 5j. 
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Pitman's  ADrmged  Shorthand  Dictionary.  The  size  is  royal  34  mo  (3!  in/by  4!  in.),  and 
the  corners  are  rounded.  Roan,  gilt  edges 7 2s.  6d. 

Student's  Pocket  Shorthand  Dictionary.    Same  size  as  the  "  Abridged."    Cloth Is.  net. 

Reporters'  Assistant.  A  Key  to  the  Reading  of  the  Reporting  Style  of  Phonography,  and 
a  Course  of  Lessons  in  Shorthand  Outlines.  By  Sir  Isaac  Pitman.  Revised  and 
enlarged.  Eighth  Edition.  Is.  6d. ;  cloth 2s. 

Phonographic  Phrase  Book.    By  Sir  Isaac  Pitman.     Revised  and  enlarged.    IB.  ;  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

Legal  Phrase  Book 6d. 

Insurance  Phrase  Book 6d. 

Banking  Phrase  Book  6d. 

Military  Phrase  Book Is. 

PITMAN'S  SHORTHAND  WRITERS'  PHRASE  BOOKS  AND  GUIDES 

Electrical  Engineering.    Cloth  Is.  8d.  net. 

Shipping.    Cloth Is.  6d.  net. 

Railway.    Cloth Is.  6d.  net. 

Estate  Agents,  etc.    Cloth Is.  6d.  net. 

Technical  Reporting.  Comprising  Phonographic  Abbreviations  for  Words  and  Phrases 
commonly  met  with  in  reporting  Legal,  Scientific,  and  other  Technical  subjects.  By 
Thomas  Allen  Reed.  Fifth  Edition,  li.  6d. ;  cloth 2s. 

Interlined  Speed  Practice  Books.  Containing  ordinary  print  counted  for  testing  speed,  with 
alternate  ruled  lines  for  writing  the  shorthand.  No.  i— Speeches.  No.  2 — Sermons. 
No.  3 — Commercial IJd.  each  ;  post  free  2d. 

Keys  to  "Inter lined  Speed  Practice  Books, "Nos.  i,  2,  and  3.    In  Reporting  Style.    Each  2d. 

Graduated  Dictation  Books,  for  acquiring  speed  hi  Shorthand.  In  ordinary  print.  The 
reading  matter  is  divided  for  speeds  of  40,  50, 60,  80,  100, 120,  and  160  words  per  minute. 
No.  i — Political  Speeches.  No.  2 — Sermons.  No.  3— -Commercial.  No.  4 — Speeches 
(Commercial)  and  Addresses.  In  crown  8vo.  Each 4d. 

Key  to  "Graduated  Dictation  Book  in  Shorthand,  No.  L"  Ditto  No.  2.  In  Reporting  Style 
Each 6d. 

Brief  Reporting  Notes  in  Shorthand,  or  Shorthand  Dictation  Exercises.  Including  Key  in 
ordinary  print.  In  demy  8vo.  6d. ;  cloth Is. 

Pitman's  Reporting  Practice.  A  Manual  of  Dictation  Exercises  for  the  use  of  Shorthand 
Teachers  and  for  Students  cultivating  Speed  hi  Shorthand.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth ....  2s. 

Pitman 's  Progressive  Dictator.    Third  Edition.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth 2s.  6d. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Candidate's  Dictation  Exercises.    In  crown  8vo,  cloth Is. 

Pitman's  Speed.Tests  and  Guide  to  Rapid  Writing  in  Shorthand.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  240  pp. 

2s.  net. 

Pitman's  Cumulative  Speller  and  Shorthand  Vocabulary.  By  Charles  E.  Smith.  In  crown 
8vo,  cloth Is.  3d. 

Pocket  Dictation  Books,  Nos.  i,  2,  3,  and  4.  Containing  Speeches,  etc.,  hi  ordinary  print, 
counted  in  io's  for  dictation.  2j  hi.  by  3$  in.  Each 2d.  net. 

Acquisition  of  Speed  in  Shorthand,  with  Facsimile  Notes  of  Famous  Fast  Writers  of  Pitman's 
Shorthand.  Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition.  By  E.  A.  Cope.  In  ordinary  print. 
In  crown  8vo 6d. 

Shorthand  hi  the  Office.  A  Complete  Shorthand  Clerk's  Guide,  with  chapters  on  Special 
Preparation,  Aids  and  Hindrances,  etc.  By  A.  Kingston.  Eighth  Edition.  Is.  6d. : 
cloth 2s. 

Shorthand  Commercial  Letter  Writer.  A  Guide  to  Commercial  Correspondence  hi  the 
Reporting  Style.  Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Key  to  the  "  Shorthand  Commercial  Letter  Writer."  Containing  all  the  letters  of  the  Short- 
hand Commercial  Letter  Writer.  In  ordinary  print.  6d. ;  cloth Is. 

The  Shorthand  Commercial  Letter  Writer  and  Key,  in  one  volume.    Cloth 2s. 

Office  Work  hi  Shorthand.  Being  specimens  of  Legal  and  other  Professional  Work  com- 
monly dictated  to  Shorthand  Clerks,  hi  the  Reporting  Style.  Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Key  to  "  Office  Work  in  Shorthand."  Containing  all  the  Letters,  etc.,  of  Office  Work  in 
Shorthand,  in  ordinary  print.  6d. ;  cloth Is. 

Office  Work  in  Shorthand  and  Key,  in  one  volume.    Cloth 2s. 

Business  Correspondence  in  Shorthand.    In  the  Reporting  Style.    Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Key  to  "  Business  Correspondence  in  Shorthand. ' '  In  ordinary  print,  with  the  letters  counted 
for  dictation.  63. ;  cloth Is. 

Business  Correspondence  hi  Shorthand  and  Key.    In  one  volume,  bound  hi  cloth 2s. 

Exercises  in  Business  Shorthand.     By  A.  Benjamin.     In  foolscap  8vo,  cloth ,  .ls.net. 

Trade  Correspondence  hi  Shorthand.    In  the  Reporting  Style Is. 

Key  to  "  Trade  Correspondence  in  Shorthand."  In  ordinary  print,  with  the  letters  counted 
for  dictation 6d. 
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Miscellaneous  Correspondence  fa  Pitman's  Shorthand.    Legal,  Banking,  and  Commercial 
Letters,  250  words  each.     Reporting  Style,  with  Key  in  ordinary  print.     In  crown  8vo, 

oblong.     Quarter  cloth,  Is. :   cloth Is.  8d. 

Miscellaneous  Readings  in  Pitman's  Shorthand,  No.  1.    In  crown  8vo,  61  pp.,  cloth,  Is.  net ; 

paper    8d.  net. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Teacher's  Handbook.    Fifteenth  Edition.     In  crown  8vo.    Cloth .  .Is.  6d. 

SHORTHAND  READING  BOOKS 

{printed  from  engraved  characters  except  where  otherwise  stated) 
IN  THE  LEARNER'S  STYLE 

JEsop's  Fables.     In  words  of  one  syllable 6d. 

Easy  Readings.     In  words  of  one  syllable,  with  Key  in  ordinary  print 6d. 

Learner's  Shorthand  Reader.    Illustrated 6d. 

IN  THE  CORRESPONDING  STYLE 

Phonographic  Reader.     A  Course  of  Reading  Exercises,  with  Key  in  ordinary  print 6d. 

The  Chimes.     By  Charles  Dickens.    Is.  8d. ;  cloth 2s. 

The  Battle  of  Life.     By  Charles  Dickens.     Is. ;   cloth Is.  6d. 

Mugby  Junction  and  Other  Stories.    By  Charles  Dickens.    Is.  6d. ;  cloth 2s. 

Self-Culture.     Intellectual,  Physical,  and  Moral.  A  vade  mecum  for  young  men  and  students. 

By  J.  S.  Blackie.    Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Key  to  ditto,  in  ordinary  print.     In  post  8vo,  cloth 2s.  6d. 

The  Vicar  of  Wakefteld.     By  Oliver  Goldsmith.     Illustrated.    2s. ;   cloth 2s.  6d. 

Gulliver's  Voyage  to  Lilliput.     By  Jonathan  Swift.     Is. ;    cloth Is.  6d. 

Robinson  Crusoe.     By  Daniel  Defoe.     Illustrated.    2s. ;   cloth 2s.  6d. 

Tales  and  Sketches.     By  Washington  Irving  ;  with  Key  in  ordinary  print.     Is.  ;  cloth ,  IF.  6d. 

The  Silver  Ship  of  Mexico.    Is. ;   cloth Is.  6d. 

A  Shorthand  Birthday  Book  of  Dickens  Quotations.    Cloth  (5  in.  by  4  in.) £s.  net. 

Select  Readings,  No.  1 6d. 

Select  Readings,  No.  2 6d. 

The  Book  of  Psalms.     From  the  Authorised  Version  of  the  Bible.     Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

IN  THE  REPORTING  STYLE 

A  Christmas  Carol.     By  Charles  Dickens.     Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth.     By  Charles  Dickens.    Is.  6d. ;  cloth 2s. 

The  Haunted  Man.     By  Charles  Dickens;   with  23  illustrations  by  S.  J.  Loxton.     Is.  6d. ; 

cloth 2sj 

Tales  from  Dickens.     17  illustrations  by  P.  Hudson.    Is.  8d. ;  cloth 2s. 

The  Sign  of  Four.     By  Sir  A.  Conan  Doyle.     Is.  6d. ;  cloth 2s. 

Around  the  World  hi  Eighty  Days.     By  Jules  Verne,  abridged.    Is.  6d. ;   cloth 2s. 

Selections  from  American  Authors.    With  Key  in  ordinary  print.     Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

The  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow.     By  Washington  Irving  ;   with  Key  in  ordinary  print. . .  .8d. 
Rip  Van  Winkle.     By  Washington  Irving ;    with  Key  in  ordinary  print.     Three  illustra- 
tions  6d. 

Thankful  Blossom.     By  Bret  Harte.    Is. ;    cloth Is.  8d. 

Gleanings,  No.  L     With  Key  in  ordinary  print 6d. 

Gleanings,  No.  2.     With  Key  in  ordinary  print 6d. 

The  Holy  Bible.    Containing  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.     Lithographed  in  the  Easy 

Reporting  Style.     Authorised  Version.     In  demy  8vo  (8J  in.  by  sJ  in.),  800  pp.,  with 

table  of  contents.     Cloth,  red  edges,  10s.  ;  roan,  gilt  edges,  12s. ;  morocco,  gilt  edges,  15s. 
The  New  Testament.     In   Easy   Reporting  Style,  with   two  coloured   maps.     Authorised 

Version.     Size  of  page,  6J  in.  by  4  in.     Roan,  red  edges,  4s.  ;   morocco,  gilt  edges.  .5s. 
The  Book  of  Common  Prayer.     Easy  Reporting  Style.    Size  of  pages.  6J  in.  by  4  in.     Roan, 

red  edges,  4s. ;   morocco,  gilt  edges 5s. 

Church  Services.     Easy  Reporting  Style,  935  pp.     Size  of  page,  6}  in.  by  4  in.     Roan, 

bevelled  boards,  gold  lettered  back  and  side,  5s.  6d. ;  morocco  ditto,  gilt  edges  .  .7s.  6d. 

ADAPTATIONS  OF  PHONOGRAPHY  TO  FOREIGN  LANGUAGES 
Dutch  Phonography.    An  adaptation  of  Phonography  to  the  Dutch  language,  by  F.  de  Haan. 

In  Dutch.     In  large  post  8vo , 5s. 

French  Phonography.     By  T.  A.   Reed.     Rules  in  English  :    Examples,  etc.,  in  French. 

Third  Edition.     Is. ;   cloth Is.  8d. 

French  Shorthand  Commercial  Correspondence.     A  Series  of  Business  Letters  in  the  French 

Phonography  of  Thomas  Allen  Reed.     With  Key.     Cloth Is.  8d.  net 

German  Shorthand.     An  adaptation  of  Phonography  to  the  German  language.     In  German 

and  English.     In  crown  8vo.     Is.  8d. ;    cloth : 2s. 

Italian  Phonography.    An  adaptation  of  Phonography  to  the  Italian  language,  by  Giuseppe 

Francini      In  Italian.     In  crown  8vo. .-,'., ...,.,.....,. 2s.  8d. 

Latin  Phonography.     An  adaptation  of  Phonography  to  the  Latin  language,  by  Rev.  W. 

Tatlock.S.J      In  Latin.    Cloth., , ~ 
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Spanish  Shorthand.  An  adaptation  of  Phonography  to  Spanish.  In  Spanish.  Fourth 
Edition.  Cloth 3s.  6d. 

Key  to  "  Spanish  Shorthand."    Containing  Key  to  all  the  exercises 2s. 

Welsh  Shorthand.  An  adaptation  of  Phonography  to  Welsh.  By  Rev.  R.  H.  Morgan. 
Third  Edition.  Re-written  and  improved  by  D.  W.  Evans .2s. 

TYPEWRITING 

Pitman's  Typewriter  Manual.  A  Practical  Guide  to  Commercial,  Literary,  Legal,  Dramatic, 
and  all  classes  of  Typewriting  work.  Sixth  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  In  large 
post  4to,  cloth 2s.  6d. 

Pitman's  Typewriting  Examples.  Forty-eight  facsimile  examples,  embracing  a  variety  of 
typewriting  work — Commercial,  Legal,  Tabular,  and  General — on  24  cards  in  stout 
envelope.  Can  be  used  with  any  machine.  In  fcap.  folio 2s.  6d. 

Ditto.     Printed  in  oblong  note-book  for  standing  by  the  side  of  the  machine   2s. 

Ditto.     Note-book  form,  in  covers   Is.  6d. 

Pitman's  Exercises  and  Tests  in  Typewriting.  More  than  80  graduated  exercises  and  over 
40  examination  tests.  Second  Edition,  Revised.  In  fcap.  folio.  Quarter  cloth,  2s.  6d.  ; 
cloth 3s. 

Practical  Course  of  Touch  Typewriting.  With  Chart  and  Diagram  in  five  colours,  Exercises 
and  Repetition  Practice.  By  C.  E.  Smith  ;  8J  in.  by  n  in.  English  Edition,  entirely 
re-set  and  revised.  ADAPTED  FOR  USE  WITH  SINGLE  OR  DOUBLE  KEYBOARD  MACHINES 

Is.  6d.  net. 

How  to  Teach  Typewriting.     By  Kate  Pickard,  B.A.  (Lond.).     In  crown  4to,  cloth.  .3s.  net. 

The  Junior  Typist.  By  Annie  E.  Davis.  Designed  as  a  guide  through  the  elementary  stages 
and  thence  to  a  first  examination.  In  demy  8vo,  cloth Is.  net. 

Remington  Typewriter  Manual  (FOR  Nos.  5  and  7  and  10  and  11.)  With  numerous 
Exercises  and  Illustrations  and  Examination  Tests.  Eighth  Edition.  In  large  post  4to. 
Is. ;  cloth Is.  6d. 

Instructions  on  the  Remington  Typewriter.    (Nos.  5  and  7.)     6d. 

Instructions  on  the  Bar-Lock.    (No.  12.) 6d. 

Instructions  on  the  Yost.    (No.  10.) 8d. 

Instructions  on  the  New  Century  Caligraph .6d. 

Modern  Typewriting  and  Manual  of  0*ce  Procedure.  A  Reference  Book  for  Professional 
Typists  and  Text-book  for  Students.  By  A.  E.  Morton.  Fifth  Edition.  Size  of  page, 
6i  in.  by  9$  in.  Over  100  illustrations 2s.  6d. 

Practical  Typewriting  rnd  Examination  Guide.    By  A.  E.  Morton 2s.  6d. 

Pitman's  Backing  Sheet  for  the  Typewriter.  Can  be  used  with  any  cylinder  machine.  9  in. 
by  13  in 2d. 


PERIODICALS 

Pitman's  Journal.  Subscription,  which  may  begin  at  any  time,  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free. 
(Estab.  1842).  32  pp.  Weekly  Id.,  by  post  IJd. 

Pitman's  Shorthand  Weekly.    (Est.  1892),    Weekly  Id.,  by  post  l|d. 

Pitman's  Commercial  Teacher's  Magazine.    32  pp.,  Monthly Id. 

Book-keepers'  Magazine.  Edited  by  F.  J.  Mitchell.  Organ  of  the  Association  of  Book- 
keeping Teachers.  Monthly,  2d. ;  post-free  2Jd. 

Commercial  Teacher.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Lord  and  H.  H.  Smith.  Organ  of  the  Incorporated 
Society  of  Commercial  Teachers.  Quarterly,  3d. ;  post-free,  4d. 

Local  Government  Review.    Monthly r .Is.  net. 

Institute  of  Commerce  Magazine.     Edited  by  Egbert  P.  Booth.    Monthly,  2d. ;  post-free,  2£d. 

Hallett's  Shorthand  Gazette  (Est.  1906)  (Incorporating  the  "  Phonographer  ").  Edited  by 
F.  J.  Hallett.  In  royal  8vo.  Monthly 3d. 

Phonographic  Monthly  (Est.  1897).  Edited  by  Al.  Munro-Peebles.  Illustrated.  In  royal 
8vo.  Monthly 2d. 

Phonographic  Observer  (Est.  1911).     Edited  by  John  Lanyon.     In  royal  8vo.     Monthly.. 3d. 

Reporters'  Journal  (Est.  1875),  with  which  is  incorporated  the  "  Shorthand  Magazine," 
founded  in  1866.  Edited  by  H.  H.  Lauenstein.  Illustrated.  In  royal  8vo.  Monthly, 

4d. ;  post  free 5d. 

«*„«,»  wr0««™«  (Est,  1880).  Edited  by  F.  J.  Hallett.  Illustrated.  In  royal  8vo. 

yearly 4s.  8d. 

rgan  of  the  Society  of  Certificated  Teachers  of  Shorthand. 
Edited  by  V.  W  E.  Brooks.  In  demy  8vo.  Quarterly,  3d.  ;  post  free. 4d. 
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Reporters'  Magazine  (Est,  1880).    Edi 

Monthly,  4d. ,  post  free,  6d. ;  yearlj 

Shorthand  Teacher's  Magazine.    Organ 
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